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Dedication 


This book is dedicated to the Word of God, and to the warnings that God has placed 
within His holy Word, spoken by the Prophets, for people of all tribes, nations, and 
tongues. 

They are warnings of the signs of the End times, the beginning of the “End of the Age 
of the Gentiles”. 


I trust in reading this book you will be challenged to go back and read the scriptures for 
yourselves, in whatever translation you prefer, so that you can verify the facts written 
in this book. 


Once you have verified them, then you have a choice ~~ to follow these instructions, to 
prepare yourself for what is prophesied to come in the future, or to reject it ~ and go on 
about your daily lives, as if the end of the world is so far away, it does not matter to you 
~~ or your family ~~~ BUT IT DOES! 


Copyright 

The contents of this book remain the copyright property of the author, Rev. Dr Jeffry 
David Camm and his estate in succession. Permission is given for the use of parts of this 
document for Bible Study Groups, Evangelism, or Private Study. Permission is given for 


the whole of this document to be reproduced by Christian organisations for evangelistic 
and/or Bible College reference purposes, provided it is not sold for profit. 


Foreword 


The scriptures give warnings of things to come, because prophecy is in fact “history 
written in advance”, to prepare those who have eyes to see, ears to hear, and the 
spirit to discern, the meaning, and the revelation, of the word of God. 


In Matthew 24:37-42 [Living Translation] it reads; the world will be at ease ~ banquets 
and parties and weddings! ~ just as it was in Noah’s time, before the sudden coming of 
the flood; people wouldn't believe what was going to happen, until the flood actually 
arrived and took them all away. So shall my coming be [THE NEXT TIME]. Two men 
shall be walking together in the fields, and one will be taken, the other left. Two women 
will be going about their household tasks; one will be taken, the other left. So be 
prepared, for you do not know what day your Lord is coming~~ and whether He is 
coming for you or not! 

But before we get to that point in time, we have to consider “why Jesus came” and 
how we are to act in this world of evil, and still be found to be acceptable to Jesus Christ, 
when He comes to judge us. 


1 The Spirit of Reveling 
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In the Image of Jesus Christ - [Sermon] 
(Sermon in 2012) 


When I look across this congregation this morning, I see maybe 200 faces ~~ all 
different, all individuals, all different images. 

Jesus said: We are called by name, and we are called according to His (divine) plan and 
His (divine) purpose (Romans 8:28 (b). 

Therefore, Jesus has a plan and a purpose for each of us; that plan is both “collective” 
and is also “individual”. 


The “collective” part of His plan is clear. It is spelled out in the last few verses of 
Matthew's Gospel, where Jesus makes His great commission statement, before He 
ascends into Heaven. (Matthew 28:18-20). Jesus says: ALL power, and ALL authority is 
given unto Me. GO ye therefore and MAKE DISCIPLES. HOW? 


By teaching them all of the things (I have taught you). And remember ~~ I will be with 
you always, even till the end of the days. 


That is a pretty clear task for us, the church. A collective group responsibility, to 
teach the people “outside of the walls” of every church. 

Who Jesus is? 

Why Jesus came? 

What Jesus did whilst on this earth? and 

Why Jesus did it? 


The first instruction that Jesus gave us was to GO! [It is an action verb] 


It does not get done by sitting here on our backsides in church singing fancy songs and 
feeling good for ourselves. We have to learn, (that is) know and understand; that this 
commission that Christ has given us, is for others ~~ not for ourselves. It is our 
responsibility to teach them, to show them, to nurture them. It is proof to Jesus Christ 
that we are His disciples ~~ not just believers. 


Teach them to become DISCIPLES -— [not followers, not believers, but Disciples! ] 


The definition of a disciple is: “a disciplined one”. A person who is under discipline; a 
person who can accept orders ~~ and obey them! Now of course it goes without saying, 
that for this to happen, for us to be able to fulfil this great commission, we inside the 
church building, have to already be ~ DISCIPLES. 


We already have to be “disciplined ones”. 

We already have to be “obedient to God’s Word”. 

We must be prepared to “GO” and then to “MAKE” disciples. 

We must already know the answers to those questions that I put before you earlier. 
Who Jesus is 

Why Jesus came 

What He did while He was on the earth, and 

Why He did it. 
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Now it would take a whole year of Bible study, to go through these four simple questions 
with you and get you to fully understand the reasons, but we have only got a few 
minutes, so this will have to be a brief explanation — to get you thinking. 


Who is Jesus? 

Jesus is the Son of God, 

The only begotten Son of the Father, 

A partner in the Trinity of the Godhead, 

The author of creation ~~ nothing was made that Jesus did not have a part in making. 
He is the author and the finisher of our Faith. 


Why Jesus came: 
Jesus came to heal all those who are sick and afflicted by the evil one. 
Jesus came to re-direct our focus, off ourselves, and back to the Father. 


Jesus came to remind us why we are here, why we were placed on this earth; what our 
real role on this earth is all about. 


Why are we here? 

Our first and primary role here on earth is to praise and glorify his name, and then; we 
are placed on this earth to be its overseer, its custodian, to have dominion over all the 
animals of the earth, the fish of the seas, over the birds of the air, and to control and 
dominate the plants in God’s kingdom. 

Yet, we see thousands of people who do not know who Jesus is, so they are unable to 
praise Him, or glorify His name. That is why Jesus told us to GO and MAKE disciples. 
And we see thousands of people who have become dominated and controlled by 
plants. Those that smoke ~ they have become addicted to nicotine ~ that comes from 
the tobacco plant. They can’t give it up. They are dominated by a plant, completely 
against God’s plan for mankind on earth. 

It is the same with those addicted to drugs, or alcohol, or any other addictive substance. 
They have allowed the plants to become their masters ~~ completely against God’s plan 
and purpose for us being here on the earth. 


What did Jesus Do ~ while He was here on this earth? 


Scripture tells us that there is not enough space in this planet for us to record all of the 
things that He did whilst He was here on this earth. 


We have to rely on what is told to us in the Gospels and in the Epistles, to give us a hint 
of what type of person Jesus was, and what was His purpose and how He achieved it. 


Jesus came doing good 


We all know that! So, we have to teach others how to do good, by doing it ourselves, as 
witnesses, of what others are to do, to become examples of Christ, and what He wants 
people on earth to do. 


He came and healed the sick, made the blind to see, the lame to walk, and He raised the 
dead back to life. 


Jesus never prayed for them to be healed, He HEALED THEM! 
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He did not pray for them to receive their sight; He laid hands on them and they were 
able to see. There is nothing wrong with God’s word. It is divinely inspired and divinely 
protected. 


Why did Jesus Do it? 


Jesus came onto this earth, to show us, by His example, that it was possible to be 
obedient to God’s word and to live a life worthy of acceptance into heaven. 


Jesus came to show us, and tell us how sinful we have become - that mankind was 
doomed to an eternal death, because of our sinful nature, and that if we did not change 
our ways, there was no hope for us in eternity. 


Jesus came to show us that He is the way, He is the truth, and He is the life. In fact, He 
said that no man (or woman) shall come to the Father, except through Him (John 14:6) 


We can only come through Him, if we accept that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that He 
did die on the cross for our individual sinful lives, and that He rose again, to prepare a 
place for us with Him in His kingdom for eternity. 


Then, if we confess this truth with our mouths in public, we will be saved. 


Now Jesus said that He made man in His image 


The Hebrew word used here for man is the same word that is used for mankind. So, God 
made mankind in His image. 


So, if I asked you to explain a picture of Christ, what would you say? 


I am sure that there are as many images of Christ as there are people here today - in 
fact probably more than one image per person. 


Therefore, let us look at some images of Jesus, and see what we can learn from them. 
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Vision 1 ~~ [Holy Spirit 20/2/84 in the Sultanate of Oman] 


I see before me a Holy City, surrounded by glorious lights, in fact all the colours of the 
rainbow. The city is separated from me by a wide valley. When looking closely there are 
two ways to reach the city gates. 


The first is a road to the left of me, paved in bright golden substance on which are 
travelling many people, wearing white robes, all singing and praising God, as they go 
along the road together. There is one angel guarding over them as they walk along. 


The second way to the Holy City is down a rugged mountain path, which starts just a 
short way to the right from where I am standing. I see some people struggling along this 
path, cut, bruised, wearing torn clothes - with blood on them in places. They walk slowly, 
continually fighting an enemy I cannot see, but I know is there. 


Sometimes they are knocked down, but I notice that each one has his own guardian 
angel, who seems to help him up again and he continues on his journey. 


When we reach the bottom of the valley, there is a very strong mountain stream, which 
has to be crossed on a rope bridge. Some of the people travelling this pathway cross the 
rope bridge OK. Others fall into the rough stream waters and are taken downstream, 
battered against rocky outcrops along the way. Their angel follows them downstream - 
but does not interfere with their path - until they reach the other bank of the river. Then 
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the angels help them up the bank and back upstream until they reach the pathway again. 
There they commence their climb up the other side of the valley to the Holy City gates. 


Only when they reach the top of the valley - near the entrance gates to the Holy City are 
their ragged clothes replaced by glorious white robes and their scars completely healed. 


And as I saw these things a voice, clearly audible, said behind me; 


“You see My son, there are only two ways to enter into the kingdom of Heaven. One is 
via the straight path, as it is written in my Word, and I have said that no door shall be 
closed to prevent people walking this pathway. The other pathway is strewn with 
suffering and hardship for my sake. Many starts along this path, but few finish the course. 
Those who die for my sake along this path shall live in paradise with me forever. 
Those who do not finish, because the road is too hard, shall remain tormented forever. 


Choose your path carefully, but know that whichever path you choose, I shall be there 
with you all the days of your life. Remember, there are only two ways into Heaven - no 
other doors are open to My people. Tell of what you have seen and encourage the people 
to choose a road. If a person does not choose one of these two roads, then he has not 
chosen Me, and I shall not recognise him on the last day.” 


Praise God for Your messages in signs, visions and wonders. May Your Words fill the 
hearts and minds of all your chosen people here in Oman. 


Holy City of Heaven, paved 
with gold and all God's 

chosen people entering to 
worship Him 


Pathway of trials and 
tribulations - Over the river of 
troubles and doubt. People 
choosing this path are guided 
by their own angels for their 
protection and assistance 


The river of sin and temptations 


: for all believers 


The pathway that is promised in the Word - no 
door can be closed to this path. One angel 
guards all who follow this chosen pathway to 
glory. 
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What does Galatians 2:9 really mean??? 


In quoting Gal. 2:9 as the reference Scripture, and as the basis for Church Membership, 
in which is quoted a saying from Man “May these new people be a blessing to us and we 
a blessing to them, and may we go out and be a blessing to others”, I feel is taking a 
completely wrong understanding of this Scripture and taking it completely out of context. 


More importantly, it does not interpret the Scripture in line with the rest of Galatians, 
what Paul is trying to say to the Jewish Pillars of the Jewish Church, nor why this meeting 
was even necessary. 


Let us look at what has transpired up until this point and draw some Scriptural lessons 
from the Word —- not from man! 


The Thompson Chain Reference and other reference Bibles indicate that Galatians was 
written by Apostle Paul between the years 55-60 AD. 


This means that the “Church in Jerusalem” had already been in operation for over 20 
years. 


The Holy Spirit had revealed to the Church in Jerusalem the need for a division of labour 
inside the Church - the “Apostles” being responsible for the “spiritual well-being of 
the congregation”, and the appointment of “Elders” for the administration of the 
day-to-day operation of the financial and administrative functions of the church. 


Nowhere in the Scriptures up until this point of time (as recorded in Galatians 2:9) 
is there any reference, or the need for individuals within the Jewish congregation to 
extend the “right-hand of Fellowship” to others who get saved and now wish to belong 
to this church. This is even though the church was growing significantly among the Jews 
in Jerusalem during that 20-year period. 


If the interpretation which is placed upon this Scripture (today by some denominations) 
was in fact a “true interpretation” of this situation inside the early church, then it would 
have been revealed to the Apostles of the Jewish Church (within the first 20 years of its 
operation) that this was a necessary requirement for all new believers who wished to 
“pelong” to the “Jerusalem Church”. Why? Because God has promised us that the Holy 
Spirit will lead us into all truth! 


Evidence in Acts is clear that there were some parts of the Jewish congregation in 
Jerusalem (and in other places throughout the known empire at that time) who were still 
against the teaching, preaching & miracles of Paul, at the time he returned to Jerusalem 
(after being away from the city for 14 years). 


Paul & Barnabas deliver their testimonies to the three notable leaders within the 
Jerusalem church, namely James (the brother of Jesus), Cephas (Peter) and John. It is 
stated that it is the Holy Spirit, working in these three “pillars of the church” who perceive 
the grace & calling of God, given to Paul & Barnabas to minister to Gentiles, is the same 
grace & calling of God, given to the Apostles in Jerusalem, to minister to the Jewish 
believers. 


The offering of the Hand of fellowship, was in fact recognition of the joint partnership, 
that existed amongst them all. The three pillars of the Jerusalem Church acknowledged 
that there was a genuine Calling of God upon the lives of Barnabas & Paul to witness, 
minister and preach amongst the Gentiles — whilst Paul & Barnabas acknowledged that 
there was a genuine calling of God upon the lives of the 3 pillars within the Jerusalem 
church, to witness, minister & preach amongst the Jewish residents in Israel and beyond. 


As per Jewish & Arabic custom: by clasping right hands, they were: 
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Acknowledging complete trust in one another — (remember the right hand was used for 
wielding the sword, club, or knife). 


Agreeing that God was in control of this situation, that each was undertaking his own 
particular ministry and giftedness, for the common good of the Body of Christ, and to 
spread God’s word far and wide, in harmony and unity. 


The Scripture states that God confirms His word in 2 or 3 places in the Scriptures. If the 
interpretation of Gal. 2:9 relates to “legal membership” of a body of believers, then it 
must be confirmed elsewhere in the Scriptures. Unfortunately, I have been unable to 
find it. 

I think the present explanation about the reasons for accepting membership into the 
church is incorrect. The reasoning is as follows: 


Our primary responsibility is to preach the word to all around us, using whatever 
giftedness has been displayed among the body of Christ in this locality. This means 
direction and vision from within the leadership (Apostles), application and 
implementation plans, from the (eldership), being put into action by all participants 
of the congregation, in one accord. 


When we extend the “right hand of fellowship” to a new member, we are in fact saying 
this: 

We have searched his/her character and found that there exists a call of God upon their 
lives, that they are also part of the Body of Christ and that they are being welcomed into 
a partnership of goals and purposes, which will bring glory & honour to God. 

In accepting the “right hand of fellowship” the new member is stating (from his/her 
perspective) that he/she has looked at the Church Community, has recognized that there 
is a specific corporate calling of God on the church, that they agree with that calling and 
that they want to be a part of this vision, offering their giftedness and God-given talents 
to the Body of Christ, working together in partnership, to glorify God, in and through the 
joint commitment being undertaken by this ceremony. 


It is interesting to note that nowhere else in the NT Scriptures was this ceremony referred 
to by any other writer, or is it recorded that any other disciple, elder, or Apostle followed 
this procedure in the early church, right up until Revelations in 90 AD. 

We must be extremely careful that we don’t let legal requirements (dictated by state 
laws) place the wrong emphasis upon a Scriptural reference and take it out of context 
and give it more weight and/or incorrect weight. 

We come back to the saying of Jesus: what belongs to Caesar is Caesar’s, and what 
belongs to God is God’s. 

Gal. 2:9 recognizes that God is in control and is working His miracles in individual’s lives, 
for His plan of salvation to be spread amongst the nations. The “hand of partnership” is 
a direct outward acknowledgement of this revelation. 

Don’t let us confuse this “spiritual revelation” with worldly requirements caused be the 
“incorporation of a legal entity,” as unfortunately happens in many denominations. 


Matthew Chapter 5 


You’re Blessed! 

When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those who 
were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet place, he 
sat down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: 

“You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of 
God and his rule. 
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“You're blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you 
be embraced by the One most dear to you. 


“You're blessed when you are content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s 
the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. 


“You're blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and drink in 
the best meal you'll ever eat. 


“You're blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care- full,’ you find yourselves 
cared for. 


“You're blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. Then 
you can see God in the outside world. 


“You're blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. 
That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family. 


“You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The persecution 
drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. 


“Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or throw you 
out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is too close 
for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—give a 
cheer, even for though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that 
you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten into this kind 
of trouble. 


Salt and Light 


“Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the 
God-flavours of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? 
You've lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 


“Here’s another way to put it; You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colours in 
the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city 
on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a 
bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, 
on a light stand ~ shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up 
to others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven. 


Completing God’s Law 


“Don’t suppose for a minute that I have come to demolish the Scriptures—either God’s 
Law, or the Prophets. I’m not here to demolish but to complete. I am going to put it all 
together, pull it all together in a vast panorama. God’s Law is more real and lasting than 
the stars in the sky, and the ground at your feet. Long after stars burn out and earth 
wears out, God's Law will be alive and working. 


“Trivialize even the smallest item in God’s Law, and you will only have trivialized yourself. 
But take it seriously, show the way for others, and you will find honour in the kingdom. 
Unless you do far better than the Pharisees, in the matters of right living, you won’t 
know the first thing about entering the kingdom of God. 

Murder 

“You're familiar with the command to the ancients, ‘do not murder.’ I’m telling you that 
anyone who is so much as angry with a brother or sister is guilty of murder. Carelessly 
call a brother ‘idiot!’ and you just might find yourself hauled into court. Thoughtlessly 
yell ‘stupid!’ at a sister and you are on the brink of hellfire. The simple moral fact is that 
words kill. 

“This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these matters. If you enter your place of 
worship and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has 
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against you, abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and make things 
right. Then and only then, come back and work things out with God. 


“Or say you're out on the street and an old enemy accosts you. Don’t lose a minute. 
Make the first move; make things right with him. After all, if you leave the first move to 
him, knowing his track record, you’re likely to end up in court, maybe even jail. If that 
happens, you won't get out without a stiff fine. 


Adultery and Divorce 


“You know the next commandment pretty well, too: ‘Don’t go to bed with another’s 
spouse.’ But don’t think you've preserved your virtue simply by staying out of bed. Your 
heart can be corrupted by lust even quicker than your body. Those leering looks you 
think nobody notices—they are also corrupt. 


“Let’s not pretend this is easier than it really is. If you want to live a morally pure life, 
here’s what you have to do: You have to blind your right eye the moment you catch it in 
a lustful leer. You have to choose to live one-eyed or else be dumped on a moral trash 
pile. And you have to chop off your right hand the moment you notice it raised 
threateningly. Better a bloody stump than your entire being discarded for good in the 
dump. 


“Remember the Scripture that says, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him do it legally, 
giving her divorce papers and her legal rights’? Too many of you are using that as a 
cover for selfishness and whim, pretending to be righteous just because you are ‘legal.’ 
Please, no more pretending. If you divorce your wife, you’re responsible for making her 
an adulteress (unless she has already made herself that by sexual promiscuity). And if 
you marry such a divorced adulteress, you're automatically an adulterer yourself. You 
can’t use legal cover to mask a moral failure. 


Empty Promises 


“And don’t say anything you don’t mean. This counsel is embedded deep in our traditions. 
You only make things worse when you lay down a smoke screen of pious talk, saying, 
‘lll pray for you,’ and never doing it, or saying, ‘God be with you,’ and not meaning it. 
You don’t make your words true by embellishing them with religious lace. In making your 
speech sound more religious, it becomes less true. Just say ‘yes’ and ‘no.’ When you 
manipulate words to get your own way, you go wrong. 


Love Your Enemies 


“Here’s another old saying that deserves a second look: ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ Is 
that going to get us anywhere? Here’s what I propose: ‘Don't hit back at all.’ If someone 
strikes you, stand there and take it. If someone drags you into court and sues for the 
shirt off your back, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it. And if someone 
takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit- 
for-tat stuff. Live generously. 


“You're familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion, 
‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them 
bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond 
with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God- 
created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain 
to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do 
is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello 
to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that. 


“In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live 
out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way 
God lives toward you. 
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Matthew Chapter 6 

The World Is Not a Stage 

“Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don’t make a 
performance out of it. It might be good theatre, but the God who made you won't be 
applauding. 

“When you do something for someone else, don’t call attention to yourself. You’ve seen 
them in action, I’m sure, ‘playactors’ I call them—treating prayer meeting and street 
corner alike as a stage, acting compassionate as long as someone is watching, playing 
to the crowds. They get applause, true, but that’s all they get. When you help someone 
out, don’t think about how it looks. Just do it—quietly and unobtrusively. That is the way 
your God, who conceived you in love, working behind the scenes, helps you out. 

Pray with Simplicity 

“And when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical production either. All 
these people making a regular show out of their prayers, hoping for stardom! Do you 
think God sits in a box seat? 

“Here’s what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won't be tempted to 
role-play before God. Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus 
will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace. 

“The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who are prayer-ignorant. They’re full of 
formulas and programs and advice, peddling techniques for getting what you want from 
God. Don’t fall for that nonsense. This is your Father you are dealing with, and he knows 
better than you what you need. With a God like this loving you, you can pray very simply. 
Like this: 

‘Our Father in heaven, 

Reveal who you are. 

Set the world right; 

Do what’s best— 

as above, so below. 

Keep us alive with three square meals. 

Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. 

Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil. 

You’re in charge! 

You can do anything you want! 

You’re ablaze in beauty! 

Yes. Yes. Yes.’ 

“In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can’t get 
forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others. If you refuse to do 
your part, you cut yourself off from God’s part. 

“When you practice some appetite-denying discipline to better concentrate on God, don’t 
make a production out of it. It might turn you into a small-time celebrity but it won’t 
make you a saint. If you ‘go into training’ inwardly, act normal outwardly. Shampoo and 
comb your hair, brush your teeth, wash your face. God doesn’t require attention-getting 
devices. He won’t overlook what you are doing; he'll reward you well. 

A Life of God-Worship 
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“Don’t hoard treasure down here where it gets eaten by moths and corroded by rust or— 
worse! —stolen by burglars. Stockpile treasure in heaven, where it’s safe from moth and 
rust and burglars. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the place 
you will most want to be, and end up being. 


“Your eyes are windows into your body. If you open your eyes wide in wonder and belief, 
your body fills up with light. If you live squinty-eyed in greed and distrust, your body is 
a dank cellar. If you pull the blinds on your windows, what a dark life you will have! 


“You can’t worship two gods at once. Loving one god, you'll end up hating the other. 
Adoration of one feed contempt for the other. You can’t worship God and Money both. 


“If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you don’t fuss about 
what’s on the table at mealtimes or whether the clothes in your closet are in fashion. 
There is far more to your life than the food you put in your stomach, more to your outer 
appearance than the clothes you hang on your body. Look at the birds, free and 
unfettered, not tied down to a job description, careless in the care of God. And you count 
far more to him than birds. 


“Has anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever gotten taller by so much as an inch? 
All this time and money wasted on fashion—do you think it makes that much difference? 
Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out into the fields and look at the wildflowers. 
They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen color and design quite like it? The ten 
best-dressed men and women in the country look shabby alongside them. 


“If God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers—most of which are never 
even seen—don’t you think he'll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for you? 
What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, 
so you can respond to God's giving. People who don’t know God and the way he works 
fuss over these things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your life in 
God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You'll find all 
your everyday human concerns will be met. 


“Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up 
about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever 
hard things come up when the time comes. 


Matthew Chapter 7 


A Simple Guide for Behaviour 


“Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, of course, you 
want the same treatment. That critical spirit has a way of boomeranging. It’s easy to see 
a smudge on your neighbour's face and be oblivious to the ugly sneer on your own. Do 
you have the nerve to say, ‘Let me wash your face for you,’ when your own face is 
distorted by contempt? It’s this whole traveling road-show mentality all over again, 
playing a holier-than-thou part instead of just living your part. Wipe that ugly sneer off 
your own face, and you might be fit to offer a washcloth to your neighbour. 

“Don't be flip with the sacred. Banter and silliness give no honour to God. Don’t reduce 
holy mysteries to slogans. In trying to be relevant, you’re only being cute and inviting 
sacrilege. 

“Don't bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you need. This isn’t a cat-and-mouse, 
hide-and-seek game we’re in. If your child asks for bread, do you trick him with sawdust? 
If he asks for fish, do you scare him with a live snake on his plate? As bad as you are, 
you wouldn‘t think of such a thing. You're at least decent to your own children. So, don’t 
you think the God who conceived you in love will be even better? 
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“Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behaviour: Ask yourself what you want people 
to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them. Add up God’s Law and Prophets 
and this is what you get. 

Being and Doing 

“Don't look for shortcuts to God. The market is flooded with sure-fire, easy-going 
formulas for a successful life that can be practiced in your spare time. Don’t fall for that 
stuff, even though crowds of people do. The way to life—to God, is vigorous and requires 
total attention. 


“Be wary of false preachers who smile a lot, dripping with practiced sincerity. Chances 
are they are out to rip you off some way or other. Don’t be impressed with charisma; 
look for character. Who preachers are is the main thing, not what they say. A genuine 
leader will never exploit your emotions or your pocketbook. These diseased trees with 
their bad apples are going to be chopped down and burned. 


“Knowing the correct password—saying ‘Master, Master,’ for instance—isn’t going to get 
you anywhere with me. What is required is serious obedience—doing what my Father 
wills. I can see it now—at the Final Judgment thousands strutting up to me and saying, 
‘Master, we preached the Message, we bashed the demons, our God-sponsored projects 
had everyone talking.’ And do you know what I am going to say? ‘You missed the boat. 
All you did was use me to make yourselves important. You don’t impress me one bit. 
You’re out of here.’ 

“These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner 
improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a 
life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built 
his house on solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but nothing 
moved that house. It was fixed to the rock. 

“But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your life, you are 
like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When a storm rolled in 
and the waves came up, it collapsed like a house of cards.” 


When Jesus concluded his address, the crowd burst into applause. They had never heard 
teaching like this. It was apparent that he was living everything he was saying—quite a 
contrast to their religion teachers! This was the best teaching they had ever heard! 


The Great Commission 

Matt. 28:18-20 is referred to as the great commission to the church, spoken by Jesus 
Christ Himself. 

"And Jesus came and spoke unto them saying: ALL POWER, is given unto Me, in Heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE 
ALL THINGS whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. AMEN." 

Where did Jesus give this commandment? (In Israel) 

To whom did Jesus give this commandment? (His Jewish followers) 

In 2 Cor. 5:20 Paul said that we have to be ambassadors for Christ, to be His 
representatives, to be examples for Him, teaching others by the example of Christ being 
manifested in and through us. 


Jesus came into the world to save all those who were oppressed by the devil, to heal the 
sick, to make the lame to walk, to make the blind to see (both physically and spiritually) 
to set the captives of sin free. 


Jesus was born of Jewish parents, of the root of Jesse. 
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He was circumcised on the 8th day, according to the law of Moses. 


He studied the Old Testament and obtained his bar-mitzvah in Jerusalem, and the scribes 
and pharisees were amazed at His knowledge and understanding of the Holy Scriptures. 


Jesus was baptized in the River Jordan, to fulfill all righteousness, by John the Baptist. 


He received the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit, which came down from Heaven and rested 
upon His shoulder in the image of a dove. 


He commenced His ministry at the age of 30, in accordance with Numbers 4:3, as 
recorded in Luke 4:14-18. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and 
there went out a fame of Him through all the region. And HE TAUGHT IN THE 
SYNAGOGUES, being glorified of all." 

Where did He teach? In the Baptist Church? In the Catholic Church? NO! He taught in 
the Synagogue, teaching Jews about the Law, and about Grace. 

"And he came to Nazareth where he was brought up; and as was His custom, He went 
into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and stood up to read. And there was delivered 
unto Him the book of the Prophet Esaias. And when He had opened the Book, He found 
the place where it is written (Is. 61:1-2) 

He probably read the scroll just like the cantor did when we visited the synagogue here in 
Jerusalem. 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me, to preach good news to 
the poor. He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord." 

Jesus came to do these things - not to break the ties which existed between the Jews and 
the Gentiles, but to make a tie, or bridge, between God Almighty and all of mankind. 

In John 15:1-14 Jesus said that He is the vine and we are the branches, that we (the 
Gentiles) are grafted into the vine. When Jesus quoted this passage, He was in fact 
referring to Ps. 80:8. 

"Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the Heathen and planted it" 


Jesus was reminding the listeners that the vine is the chosen nation of God, the nation 
of Israel. [This is also confirmed in Is. 5:7.] 


"For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the House of Israel, and the men of Judah His 
pleasant plant: and He looked for judgement, but behold oppression, for righteousness, 
but behold a cry," 

We are grafted into the vine through Jesus Christ. We are sustained by the food from the 
vine, from the roots of the vine (the Word of God). When you are grafted into a vine, you 
grow alongside the part of the plant which already exists! We do not replace the part which 
is already growing. (refer Rom. 11:1-5) 

Only parts which do not bear fruit are cut off and burned. This applies to the whole plant 
- the original part and the part which is grafted in. 

We have been challenged to question our traditional teachings, to look at the Scriptures 
through the eyes of the men who wrote them, understanding the time, place, culture and 
religious background of the people who were being addressed. 

Jesus said that he did not come to abolish the Law. Therefore, we should not try to 
forget the divine wisdom, teaching and example of the Law. 

Paul has told us that God HAS NOT CAST AWAY HIS PEOPLE, WHICH HE KNEW FROM 
THE BEGINNING. EVEN SO THEN AT THIS PRESENT TIME THERE IS A REMNANT 
ACCORDING TO THE ELECTION OF GRACE. 
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We, as Christians have a responsibility to preach and teach the Scriptures AS IT IS 
WRITTEN - not according to biased traditionalism, sent down to us through the hatred of 
the ages, sometimes in direct contradiction to God's Holy Word. 


As we complete this seminar let us resolve to learn to examine God's Word more closely, 
pray for the Holy Spirit to LEAD US INTO ALL TRUTH, as is promised in the Scriptures 
and fulfil the commandments of Jesus Christ to the maximum limit. 


Jesus said that YE SHALL BE MY DISCIPLES, IF YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER, AS I 
HAVE LOVED YOU. 


As Christians, we have to learn to educate others to love the Jews, as our brothers, 
because Jesus commanded us to do so! We can start this reconciliation through our own 
examples. 


Let us sing TWO songs together, if you know them. 

WE WILL WALK ALL TOGETHER, WE WILL WALK SIDE BY SIDE, 

WE WILL WALK ALL TOGETHER, WE WILL WALK SIDE BY SIDE, 

AND TOGETHER ALL UNITY WILL ONE DAY BE THE SIGN. 

AND THEY'LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE BY OUR LOVE, 
YES! THEY'LL KNOW THAT WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE. 


ALL PRAISE TO THE FATHER, FROM WHOM BLESSINGS FLOW, 

AND ALL PRAISE TO CHRIST JESUS, HIS ONLY SON, 

AND ALL PRAISE TO THE SPIRIT, WHO MAKES US ONE, 

AND THEY'LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE BY OUR LOVE, 
YES, THEY'LL KNOW THAT WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE. 


PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM, PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM, 
PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM, JERUSALEM SHALL LIVE IN PEACE. (x2) 


SHALOM, SHALOM, SHALOM, SHALOM, SHALOM, SHALOM, 
SHALOO, SHALOM, YERUSALAYEM. (x2) 


In John chapter 6:35 Jesus Said: “I AM, the Bread of Life, He that come to Me shall not 
hunger: and he that believes on Me shall never thirst”. 


Jesus identifies Himself: I AM. 
The Hebrew word is [akifS, ett, wees] First person singular present indicative; a 
prolonged form of a primary and defective verb; I exist (used only when emphatic): I 


am, have been, X it is I, was. See also G1488, G1498, G1511, G1527, G2258, G2071, 
G2070, G2075, G2076, G2771, G2468, G5600. 


Jesus said: I Exist, as the Bread of Life. 


This verse can be expounded quickly like this. Bread consists of 5 basic ingredients: 
White flour, Salt, Water, Oil, Yeast 

White-flour. Must be refined and all the impurities removed, before it can become white 
in colour. In our lives we have the word and it gives us the ability to cleanse our hearts, 
as we learn to follow the commandments of the Lord, and become more like Him. 
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Salt. It is the substance you add to give flavour. It is also a preservative and an 
antiseptic, which provides healing. We are commanded to be the “salt of the earth” and 
hence we are to give flavour, healing and preserve moral values in our society. 


Water. Gives life. Without water no living thing can survive. We are told to be like water 
springing up and bubbling fresh out of a well — not stagnant, which can become polluted, 
causing harm. 


Oil. The Holy Spirit, which confirms to us the Word of God and provides to each of us 
particular gifts (as He wills) so that we are equipped to help the Body of Christ grow. 


Yeast: The ingredient which makes things happen, which changes the physical 
properties of the other 4 ingredients, to make a completely different body. But this can 
only happen when it is subjected to external forces, or external heat. 


Yes, you can see dough rise if you leave it overnight at room temperature — but it is still 
uncooked - it tastes “yuk”, and you would not like to eat it. 


Yes, you can have bread made without yeast. It is unleavened bread — but it remains 
flat and is used for special occasions in the scriptures at Passover. Why, because at that 
time there was no change in the hearts of the Jews who were in Egypt. 


On the other hand, if you add yeast and then heat a chemical reaction takes places which 
makes the dough rise and become a new creation. 


We are told to be just like bread, we are to become new shapes and new creations, so 
that we can use the other ingredients that God has given us to be effective in our 
community and in the lives of those around us. 


Likewise, this book can also be like bread, focussing on the Word of God, being life to 
the readers, bringing healing and preserving moral values, moving only under the 
confirmation of the Holy Spirit, and changing those around us through His power. 


But it all rests with each individual reading this book. Even though you understand how 
to make bread and how to bake it and cool it, there will be no change in the person if 
they do not eat the bread, because none of the ingredients mentioned above will enter 
their bodies, so there will be no physical or spiritual change. 


And so, it is with people over the last 2,000 years. They have heard the word that Jesus 
Christ is the bread of life, but they have refused to eat the bread, and of course there 
has been no spiritual change in their lives. There is no new creation ~ it is still the same 
old person, who has made no effort to accept the free gift of Jesus Christ and become a 
new creation. 


Practical Christianity 


When Jesus walked the earth, He showed His disciples how Christianity should work; by 
teaching practical methods of relating to people in need. 


He did not take them aside and spend hours on Hermeneutics, or on the detailed analysis 
of the derivative of this Hebrew or Greek word. Why? Because all of His disciples already 
were fluent in Hebrew and had a working knowledge of Greek, because it was the 
language of the market place, of the trader. 


Jesus told Peter to follow Him and he would make him a “fisher of men”. 


Peter already knew that to be a good fisherman you must be able to make and repair 
nets, know the correct times to fish, where to fish and what baits to use. Jesus used 
practical methods to teach the disciples the same things about people. 


For example, if you were now in Pakistan amongst the survivors of the Earthquake, would 
you be speaking to them about their sins and that God was punishing them, for their 
disobedience, or would you be there offering practical help, comfort and understanding? 
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Jesus through His teachings, showed that the power of the Holy Spirit, which was at 
creation, was alive and working in all who put their trust in God. 


When Jesus blew the Holy Spirit upon His disciples and sent them out 2 by 2 into the 
highways and by-ways they performed miracles which they marvelled about when they 
returned to Him weeks later. 


Here in this city today, we need people who are ready to teach others the practical 
methods of discipleship, and how to become effective workers for Christ. 


Likewise, in a radio station, we need people who are willing to teach others the 
practicalities of running a station. 


How to schedule the programs 
How to insert adds 

How to write scripts 

How to make adds 


How to become an announcer, so that in emergencies there will always be people 
available to do live broadcasts, to give directions to the listeners in emergency situations, 
like evacuations for bushfires, etc. 


People who are able to detect minor faults and repair them. 


Likewise, we need people who are ready to give of their time to teach, train and 
encourage those volunteers, who are ready to step up for God and do their part in the 
ministry that God has called them to do ~ for His glory. 


Which one are you and are you ready for the call? 


The Cost of Obedience 


Many people can quote the scripture which says that “Obedience is better than sacrifice”, 
but have they ever thought about the cost of putting this scripture into practise? 


Many people rejoice when there is Thanksgiving, or another “family gathering” ~ it is an 
opportunity for all the family members to get together and to share what has been going 
on in their lives and to have fellowship together. 


Let us look at the cost of obedience for Joseph and Mary as we now approach this festive 
season. But first, we need to have a basic understanding of the Hebrew culture at the 
time of this story. 


The marriage ceremony was preceded by a betrothal ceremony, where the families 
negotiate between themselves a man for their daughter. This ceremony in many cases 
would be done when the children were still very young - even before they became 
teenagers. 


This was a “legal” ceremony of marriage and it was performed with all the relatives 
invited and with much pomp and festivities. Here also would be the exchange of presents 
between the Bride’s family and that of the Groom’s family, and the relatives would 
receive pieces of cloth, so that they could prepare their gowns/suits for the formal 
wedding ceremony which was to come later. 


This is then followed by the formal wedding ceremony, where the groom comes to “collect 
the bride” from her father’s house, and the wedding ceremony is performed. It is to this 
ceremony that Jesus later refers when He tells the story of the 10 virgins - 5 wise & 5 
foolish. All of these 10 people would have been personally known to the bridegroom. 


But now back to Joseph & Mary. The betrothal ceremony has taken place, (probably in 
Bethlehem, which is where all the relatives live, because they are both of the tribe of 
Judah) - the family & relatives would have been present, the gifts would have been 
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exchanged and now the preparations for the formal wedding would have been set in 
motion, with a wedding date identified sometime in the future. 


Into this situation comes the angel Gabriel, who tells Mary that she is to bear a child and 
his name shall be called Jesus. When Joseph finds out that his bride-to-be is pregnant, 
he was not too happy about it, and was going to marry her quietly and put her aside to 
prevent shame being brought upon both families. 


But Joseph is visited by an angel who tells him not to worry and what has taken place in 
the life of Mary. He agrees to go ahead and marry her. At this time Caesar Augustus 
issues a Roman Decree that all should be counted, so that the land of Israel can be 
assessed for taxes. 


This required all Jews (Hebrews) to go to their place of birth, their ancestral home 
locations, so that they can be counted. This meant that Joseph and a very pregnant Mary 
have to travel by donkey to Bethlehem, for the counting ceremony. They were going 
back to the place of all their relatives, to a people who know that they are betrothed to 
be married, but the formal marriage ceremony has not been done yet. 


When they arrive in Bethlehem trying to find a room to stay in, there is outrage amongst 
their relatives! Here is a woman who is pregnant, but not formally married - a relative 
of theirs who has now brought shame upon their families. Give them a room and show 
your support for their actions? — no way!!! 


That is why many of their relatives turned their backs on them and refused to give them 
shelter. This was not a city which had plenty of hotels with many rooms. No! This was a 
village of say 500 people, with houses which had rooms for people and other rooms, or 
caves in which the cattle were housed in winter to protect them from the cold and to use 
the warmth of the animals to help keep the people warm. One family took pity on Joseph 
& Mary. The records do not say what the relationship was between them and Joseph, but 
they allowed Joseph & Mary to use one of the rooms in which the cattle were sheltering. 
They were not given the “guest room” in the house, which would normally have been 
the case. 

So, the cost to Joseph & Mary of being in obedience to God’s purpose in their lives was 
to be abused and shunned by their own relatives and friends. From this humble 
beginning, the Son of God was born, and raised to become the salvation of the world. I 
hope this gives you a new outlook on the birth of Christ and what we “in the western 
world” forget, or fail to understand about Christmas. 


Creation & Days of The Week 

Let us start BEFORE Genesis Chapter 1: Before time existed, God was, and after times 
has been extinguished, God still will be! 

Genesis Chapter 1 


In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (out of nothing, by the power 
of His word alone). 

The earth was without form and void and darkness was on the face of the deep. It is 
important to realise that you cannot create darkness. Darkness is the absence of light 
And the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit) was hovering over the face of the waters. We have 
waters, we have God the Father, we have the Word of God (which is Jesus) and the Holy 
Spirit - all 3 parts of the Trinity are in evidence at creation. 

The God the Father spoke the words: “Let there be light”, and there was light. Notice 
that we have light at creation, BEFORE God created the sun and the moon and put 
them in the heavens. 
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God saw that the light was good and He divided the light from the darkness (the absence 
of light). 

Then God gives God’s definition of a day: The evening and the morning of the first 
day. 

Satan on the other hand wants to discredit God in every little detail, so we call the days 
here on earth morning & evening - the exact opposite to how God defined them. Notice 
that God does not name any day, except the seventh day, which He calls the Sabbath. 


Now let us jump to Genesis chapter 2 


So, all of creation is just about finished in 6 days, but not all. Please read chapter 2:1-3 
carefully: 


Thus, the heavens and the earth, and all the hosts of them were finished. And 


on the SEVENTH DAY (not the sixth day) GOD FINISHED HIS WORK which He 


had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had 
done. 


Things to notice: God did not survey His work on the seventh day (like is recorded for 
the other six days, nor is there an evening and a morning of the seventh day. This 
is significant because it means that God is still resting and the seventh day (as per God’s 
definition of a day) has not ended yet. 


Now God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, (made it holy) because in it He rested 
from all His work which God had created and made. 


Notice 2 things, the difference between these two words “created” and “made”. 
God created the heavens and the earth out of nothing. 
God made mankind out of the dust of His creation. 


Now if God is at rest and the seventh day (in God’s eyes) has not finished yet, then we 
should look at every day as a holy day. 


And so, the people populated the earth, Noah was raised up, the flood came, Noah and 
his offspring landed on dry land, and a new generation of people commenced to live on 
the earth. 


Notice that Satan & sin were not destroyed in the flood. 


Joseph went down into Egypt and then the nation was in captivity for 400 years until 
Moses was raised up by God and went to Egypt and said: Let MY people go! 


Up until God gave Moses the Law, the people were living under grace. 


When God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, a day was to be set aside as God’s Holy 
day, and no work was to be undertaken on that specific day. 


The Jews followed a Hebrew calendar made up of 13 lunar months in a year. Each week 
had 7 days. 


In the western society from early time man named the days, to represent the gods they 
were worshipping, for example: 


Monday was to represent “Moon day” when they worshipped the moon 
Tuesday, was to represent (I think) Zues day) 

Wednesday was to represent (Woden) the god of war 

Thursday was to represent Thor, the god of thunder, etc. 


None of these names were given by God and none of them give Him any glory, because 
we even measure them wrongly. 


So, in using the Jewish calendar we find that the day that Moses set aside to be God’s 
assigned holy day - the Sabbath, commenced at sundown of our present day called 
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Friday and goes through to sundown of our day called Saturday - the evening and the 
morning - just the same way as GOD DEFINED A DAY. 


When Jesus came down to earth He followed the Jewish calendar and fulfilled all the 
requirements of the Old Testament law. He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath. 


After His resurrection and ascension, the early church went to the synagogue on the day 
after the Sabbath, to celebrate the rising again of Christ, and to celebrate our rights to 
be re-aligned with God the Father through the blood of His Son - Jesus Christ. 


So, since the early church started, Christians go to church on Sunday to worship Him - 
Jesus Christ. But this day was originally named “Sunday” to represent worshipping the 
sun, which is placed in the heavens by God Almighty at creation. 


We, (Christians) have now changed the meaning of this day, to represent worshipping 
the Son of God - Jesus Christ. 


So, we worship the creator — not creation. 


The days in the week are named to represent Satanic gods. So, don’t be confused by the 
naming of each day. 


All you need to understand is that we are required by the Word of God to “set aside a 
day as the Sabbath” and to keep it holy. 


Tradition says that day is Sunday for most Christian denominations (both Protestant and 
Catholic, even Greek & Russian Orthodox) churches celebrate their worship to Christ. It 
is only the Seventh Day Adventists who continue to worship Jehovah on Saturday. 


The First Epistle of Paul To the Corinthians 


In the Acts of the Apostles, we read how the assembly at Corinth had first commenced. 
After having experienced in Athens - its philosophies, a rather cold and despising 
reception, Apostle Paul had left Athens and arrived at Corinth, where he found Aquila 
and Priscilla, who were converted Jews [Now known as Messianic Jews]. He worked with 
them in the manufacturing of tents and for some Sabbaths went into the synagogue to 
speak about the Lord Jesus Christ. 


When the Jews strongly opposed him, he decided, together with Timothy and Silas who 
had joined him, to come together in the house of Justus, next to the Synagogue. 


Crispus, (who was the chief man of the synagogue), came to faith in Christ, and with 
him many of the Corinthians. 


The Lord Jesus assured Paul, that many would be converted, so that the apostle stayed 
a further eighteen months in Corinth (Acts 18). 


Though the assembly grew to a considerable size, and though this gave occasion to 
several disorders, the apostle does not give any instruction to appoint elders or deacons, 
but instead gives inspired instructions as to divine order in the assembly of God, gathered 
unto the Name and in the presence of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 5:4 first part). 

Chapter 1 

Some have called this epistle, the constitution of the church on earth, because it contains 
so many prescriptions for order and service, in the midst of the gathered saints. It is also 
evident that the epistle, though it is directed to the local assembly in Corinth, had also 
the purpose to teach divine assembly principles to “all that in every place calling on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their and ours.” 

And as in all times, the name of our Lord Jesus Christ is the same in all places, the divine 
commandments are binding in all times, for those who are gathered in obedience to the 
Word of God on the whole earth, at any moment in the Church’s history. 
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This is the answer to those who say; the ruin is so great that nobody is able to express 
the character of the assembly on earth; or who Say; spiritual circumstances in this coun- 
try are such that we cannot express the character of the church here. (This is not 
correct teaching!) 


The motive of writing these fundamental principles to the Corinthians was that they had 
shown where ignorance of these truths can lead, which in Corinth was to moral and 
doctrinal disorder and confusion. 


Now, what strikes in the first chapters is that the apostle does not at first attack the 
grossest forms of evil, but their lack of practical unity!” 


This shows that the practical unity of believers, occupies the first place in God’s thoughts 
about His assembly on earth. 


“There is one body and one Spirit” (Eph. 4:4). The cause of the lack of their unity 
was the tendency of certain persons who, as they pretended to a greater intelligence 
than the other believers, established themselves as leaders of schools of opinion, and 
sought to have their own disciples, who combated the views of other espousers of their 
own opinions. 


“Paul, a called apostle of Jesus Christ; by God’s will, and Sosthenes the brother, to the 
assembly of God which is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, 
with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and 
ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (v. 1-3) 


In the following verses, the apostle reminds them of the rich blessings which God had 
showered upon them in Christ Jesus. They had been enriched in Him “in all word of 
doctrine, and all knowledge, according as the testimony of the Christ has been confirmed 
in you, so that you come short in no gift, awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Increasing knowledge is able to lead to two things: To real humility and deeper 
communion with God, and to pride about spiritual wealth as we see it in the Laodiceans 
(Rev. 3:17), who said: “I am rich and am grown rich and have need of nothing”, and 
who left the humble Lord Jesus outside the door. 


The apostle now alludes to a great and dark shadow which had fallen on this assembly, 
which had been so much blessed by the Lord, but alas, the disintegrating influence of 
divisions, had begun to bring in ruin. 


The Corinthians were divided into groups, of which everyone was called according to a 
school of personal opinions, as was the habit among the Greek philosophers. 


Other saints there thought that they belonged to the brother who had baptised them and 
against this error the apostle says: "For Christ has not sent me to baptise, but to preach 
glad tidings; not in wisdom of word, that the cross of the Christ may not be made vain.” 
(v. 17) 


These last words show that great pride about human capacities such as eloquence, 
characterised the Corinthians, and this pride made them blind to several moral and 
doctrinal evils which they failed to judge. 

The apostle attacks the pride about human intelligence, in comparing it with the wisdom 
of God, who sent His Son into the world to be crucified between two criminals. “For the 
word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but to us that are saved it is God’s 
power.” 

Human intelligence is by nature subject to the power of Satan in opposition to the wisdom 
of God. “Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men.” (v. 25) 


2 Churches in cities around the world please take note!!! 
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Next, the apostle compares the composition of the assembly with this world’s society, in 
which many wealthy and intelligent people are prominent. “For consider your calling, 
brethren, that there are not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many 
high-born.” (v. 26) 

The following verses accentuate a most important divine principle which is found 
throughout the Old and New Testaments. 


They keep reminding us of the shepherd Abel, as compared with Cain and his powerful 
descendants, of Abraham and Lot, of David and Goliath, showing that the almighty power 
of God has always been with extremely weak vessels, who had to combat armies of 
powerful men. 


“But God has chosen the foolish things of the world, that He may put to shame the wise... 
and this that no flesh should boast before God.” (v. 28,29) 


If we, as believers are nothing in ourselves, and despicable in the eyes of this perishing 
world, then we possess all wisdom in the glorified Son of God, through whom all wisdom 
and power are available for us. “But of Him are you in Christ Jesus, who has been made 
to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; that according 
as it is written, he that boasts, let him boast in the Lord.” (v. 30,31) 


God’s expressed purpose is to bring the pretensions of natural man to nothing, and when 
we see our old nature, as crucified with Christ, all glory is to Him who was raised from 
the dead and glorified - and to Him alone. 

Chapter 2 

This divine principle is now applied to the manner in which the apostle had brought the 
gospel to them. He had not composed beautiful speeches, artificial means to carry away 
their human feelings, but had explained God’s counsels in plain words, accompanied by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We are then reminded that Christ, as Creator, has manifested Himself as the wisdom of 
God. This wisdom is given to believers ~ in contrast to human intelligence. The rulers of 
this world have shown their foolishness in crucifying the Lord Jesus. The wisdom of Christ 
is given to believers by the Holy Spirit. 

By this Spirit, the written Word of God has been written for our instruction. And the 
words of the apostle, written down in the Holy Scriptures, are verbally inspired and 
contain God’s wisdom. “But we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, that hidden wisdom 
which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory.” 

Christ is personally the wisdom of God. This wisdom is communicated by the Holy Spirit. 
“Things which eyes has not seen... which God has revealed to us by his Spirit, for the 
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.” (v. 12) 

In the next verse we have a proof of the verbal inspiration of God’s Word: “Which also 
we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
communicating spiritual things by spiritual means.” 

(v. 13) Now, when the Word of God is brought to men, it divides men in three classes; 
first natural, unconverted men, for whom God's Word is foolishness, 

next spiritual men, who submit to the Word of God, 

and finally, carnal men, who accept the Word, but continue to walk according to the 
flesh. (2:15; 3:1) 

We need to be born again and assured by faith of our eternal salvation in order to possess 
the Holy Spirit, by which we receive all things from God and understand the Scriptures. 


Unbelievers are unable to appreciate the walk of Christians, but believers have the mind 
of Christ, the mind in which He walked here below as our perfect model (Phil. 2:5-8). 
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Chapter 3 


We find here the expression “fleshly men” and “babes in Christ”. These may be young 
believers or believers who have given to the world, to the will of the flesh, or to the law, 
an outstanding place in their lives, this being in contrast to spiritual believers, who are 
led and controlled by the Holy Spirit. 


The Corinthians in general were, alas! Fleshly Christians. “And I, brethren, have not been 
able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. I have given 
you milk to drink, not meat.” (v. 1,2) 


The proof of their carnal state was the condition of strife and emulation in the assembly. 
It would be nonsense to think that Paul or Apollos had any desire to put themselves as 
rulers over the believers, but these carnal saints avoided their individual responsibility 
by hiding themselves behind carnal leaders, who blinded them by eloquent speeches. 


In verses 10-23 we find some very important principles. The assembly is represented by 
the Lord Jesus in Matt. 16:13-20 as a building built by Christ Himself with the 
consequence that everything there is divinely perfect. 


We find the same thought in 1 Peter 2 where the believers, as living stones, are built 
upon the foundation-stone: Christ. 


Also, in Ephesians 2 we find the saints built together to a holy temple in the Lord. But 
here, in 1 Cor. 3, we have the church in its visible character on earth, also built upon 
Christ as the foundation, but here the work is not purely the work of God, but the result 
of the work of men ~ in responsibility to Him. 


Though they are seen as God’s servants, they have sadly failed, as man in responsibility 
has always failed. Some indeed, as Paul himself, have built with precious and lasting 
materials, gold, silver and precious stones, representing the truth about Christ and the 
assembly, adding true believers to His assembly on earth, but others, who loved outward 
show, have worked with unsound and defective materials, called here wood, grass and 
straw. “For we are God’s fellow-workmen; ye are God’s husbandry, God’s building. 
According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have 
laid the foundation, but others build upon it. For other foundation can no man lay besides 
that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus. Now if any one build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, the work of each shall be made manifest; for 
the day shall declare it because it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall try the work of 
each what it is.” (v. 9-13) The question here is not as to eternal salvation or eternal fire, 
but judgment on the work of believers, responsible workmen. Good work will be 
rewarded, bad work not, and all such labour is lost. Corruptors of God’s temple, false 
teachers, antichrists, human philosophers or agitators for the law, showing that they had 
not the Spirit of God, were not true Christians and they will perish in eternal fire. 

But the great principle that the assembly of God is His house, and our bodies the temple 
of the Holy Spirit, is maintained. 

The wisdom of this world is foolishness, and the terrible ruin of the Christian profession 
is mainly due to the introduction of “strange fire” (Lev. 10) of human craft, replacing the 
power of the Holy Spirit, and opposition against the Spirit, is embodied in the 
clerical organization of Christian churches, during the ages of church-history. 
All this vanity will be destroyed at the judgment of great Babylon (Rev. 17,18). Natural 
man has been set aside by the cross - and now all things are of God, and God has centred 
all things in Christ, by whom all things are ours because we are His Body. 

Chapter 4 


Having stated that responsible men have spoiled many things in the building, Paul is by 
God’s grace able to say that he had been kept on the pathway of faithfulness. 
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In order to help believers to discern the faithfulness of himself and of his fellow-workers, 
the apostle accentuates some of the required characteristics. “Let a man so account of 
us as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 


Here further, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” (v. 1,2) The test is 
not outward success or popularity, but obedience to the Word of God. The world has 
hated and rejected Christ, and natural man and carnal believers will reject faithful 
ministry, because such ministry condemns what we are by nature. 


Therefore, aS many judgments are constantly pronounced on labouring servants of 
Christ, the apostle accentuates that the only One qualified to judge service is Christ 
Himself. “But for me it is the very smallest matter that I be examined of you or of man’s 
day. Nor do I even examine myself; but Iam not justified by this: but He that examines 
me is the Lord.” (v. 3,4) It is a very bad thing to judge those who work, on their hidden 
motives, or on the intentions of their hearts. 


The Lord Jesus has warned against this sin in Matthew 7:1. We have to judge public and 
manifest evil in the assembly, but never hidden motives. “So that do not judge anything 
before the time, until the Lord shall come, who shall also both bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and shall make manifest the counsels of hearts; and then shall each 
have his praise from God.” (v. 5) 


According to 1 Cor. 14:29 the assembly has to judge the word which is ministered in its 
midst and it has also to judge the moral ways of every local saint. 


But the general character of every special service is not under human control. The 
assembly cannot prescribe such or such form of services, it has no authority to appoint 
or to dismiss any servant, apart from discipline for positive evil. 


When anyone has received talents from the Lord (Matthew 25:14-30), he is responsible 
to trade immediately with these talents without interference of human authority, 
profiting of every occasion to do his work (Rom. 12:6-8). 


The saints are responsible to discern the Spirit’s operations and to cooperate with these. 
In verse 6 the apostle again takes up the party-spirit and states, that he spoke about 
Paul and Apollos only in a way of comparison to warn them against party-pride: “that ye 
may not be puffed up for such a one against another.” 


When we realise that in the world every achievement is based upon rivalry, we 
understand how important this teaching is for the assembly of God, where everything is 
given by Him, sustained by Him and nothing is a reason for personal boasting. 


They even had boasted that they were reigning as kings and did not need the apostle in 
all their prosperity. The apostle not only reminds them that Christ lived and was crucified 
in utter poverty, but that also His servants share His reproach and rejection: “We both 
hunger and thirst... we are become as the offscouring of the world.” 


All this in contrast with the boasting of the Corinthians about numbers, popularity, 
wealth, intelligence and other forms of human greatness. Though writing severely, the 
apostle reminds them that they were his spirituals children and that he loved them as a 
father. 


In order to produce more imitation of Christ and the apostles, Paul had sent Timotheus 
to show them the way of true devotedness. 

Paul did not like to come with the rod but in a spirit of meekness, not with a flood of 
words, but with the power of God. And every worker would not be judged after his words 
but after what he brought in the power of God. 
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Chapter 5 


There was certainly no reason at all for boasting in Corinth because there was very gross 
moral evil in their midst. We have in this chapter important and binding prescriptions 
needed to maintain the holiness of the assembly. 


In the Old Testament the evil was judged and the guilty were stoned to death (Deut. 
17:21). In the New Testament believers must refuse to break bread in 
fellowship with wicked people. 


The Corinthians had not understood that they were all defiled by the evil in their midst. 
“It is universally reported that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is 
not even among the nations, so that one should have his father’s wife. 


And ye are puffed up, and ye have not rather mourned, in order that he that has done 
this deed might be taken away out of the midst of you.” (1 Cor. 5:1,2) 


Before they had to refuse this wicked person for the breaking of bread, they ought first 
to mourn about their general state, because the assembly is a unity with the 
consequence, that when one brother lives in sin, this defiles the whole assembly. 


In the Old Testament we have the example of the sin of Aachen (Joshua 7:11) by which 
the whole people of Israel were defiled and was overcome by their enemies. 


In the time of the apostles there were two authorities, first the apostolic authority 
(Matthew. 16:19) which we see in action when, at the word of Peter, Ananias and 
Sapphira died and were carried out of the meeting room; and when Paul decided to 
deliver the evildoer to Satan for the destruction of the flesh. 


But also, we have the authority of the local assembly because of the presence of the 
Lord Jesus there. The first authority disappeared with the apostles. 


The authority of the assembly, provided it be gathered on the only true ground of gather- 
ing in separation from evil, exists today and until the coming of the Lord Jesus. 


Paul was writing this epistle from Ephesus, but he did not give orders to the Ephesians 
to declare out of fellowship the whole meeting in Corinth or the evildoer there. 


No, the only way for healing for the Corinthians was to mourn and to humble 
themselves and to put away the sinning brother from the breaking of bread. 


This decision would have binding power for all the assemblies in fellowship according to 
Matthew 18:18; “Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatsoever ye shall loose on the earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 


In this manner only the assembly would maintain its holy character. The apostle acted 
in the same Name of Jesus unto which the Corinthians were gathered. 


Both actions, the apostolic and the ecclesiastical, were in the same Name of Jesus, which 
gave binding power to these actions. “For I, as absent in body but present in spirit, have 
already judged, as present, to deliver, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, (ye and my 
spirit being gathered together with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ), him that has so 
wrought this: to deliver him, I say, being such, to Satan for destruction of the flesh, that 
the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 


The sin of the Corinthians was such pride that they became blind to local evil. “Your 
boasting is not good. Do ye not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Purge 
out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump; according as ye are unleavened.” 


The assembly is, in God’s eye, purified by the precious blood of Jesus, and they ought to 
have been a testimony to this fact. “For also, our Passover, Christ, has been sacrificed; 
so that let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 
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In the Old Testament the feast of the Passover was linked with the feast of unleavened 
bread, and this was the symbol of a holy life in fellowship with a holy God. 


From verse 9 we have the answer to the question as to whether this refusal of fellowship 
with evil implies that we must refuse all relationship with the people of the world around. 


The apostle answers to this, that the believer is still in the world, where we have special 
links with unbelievers. “I have written to you in the epistle not to mix with fornicators; 
not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the avaricious... since then you 
should go out of the world.” No, believers ought to refuse fellowship with believers 
who walk in sin. 


The world has been judged at the cross, but the assembly has to judge those belonging 
to it: “Ye do not judge them that are within? But those without, God judges.” (v. 12,13) 


The authority of the local assembly is limited to those locally gathered. They had to 
remove the wicked person from amongst themselves. Their decision was binding in all 
the assemblies gathered on divine ground. Those outside stood under the judgment of 
God, implying eternal punishment. 

We find the scripture “a little leaven leavens the whole lump” again in Galatians 5:9, 
where it is applied to false doctrine. 


All the assemblies in Galatia were responsible to refuse fellowship with the false doctrines 
of the teachers of the law. 


Chapter 6 


A very much forgotten commandment of the Lord Jesus, written down by his apostle is, 
that believers never ought to have recourse to the courts of justice of this world 
to settle their disagreements. 


Even this fact by itself makes a legal divorce between believers, pronounced by a worldly 
court, asin. And this is also true for any dissension between brethren, which should only 
be settled in the assembly 


(Matthew 18:15). “Dare anyone of you, having a matter against another, prosecute his 
suit before the unjust, and not before the saints? Do ye not then know, that the saints 
shall judge this world? And if the world is judged by you, are you unworthy of the smallest 
judgments? Do ye not know that we shall judge angels? And not then matters of this 
life?” (v. 1-3). 

Was it not already a shame, that brethren, members of one body, had dissention among 
themselves, and was there not in this large meeting one wise man to settle their matters, 
which had their origin in the unrighteous and selfish behaviour? And was it not a 
dishonour of saints to their Saviour, that they went to display their bad state before 
unbelievers, enemies of Christ and His assembly? “Do ye not know, that unrighteous 
persons shall not inherit the kingdom of God?” (v. 9) 


They denied formally their blessed position as having been out from a world where 
fornication, idolatry, adultery and robbing are reigning. Before their conversion some of 
them had lived in these serious sins. “And these things were some of you; but ye have 
been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the spirit of our God.” (v. 9-11) 


In the next verses (12-20) the apostle accentuates the liberty of the believers as to 
eating and drinking, but he warns them against fornication, because the bodies of the 
saints are the temple of the Holy Spirit: they do not belong to themselves but to Christ. 
Fornication means to belong to harlots, “but he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit.” 
(v. 17) Serious judgment awaits fornicators and idolators (Heb. 13:4). Christians have 
been bought with a price and they ought to glorify God in their bodies (v. 20). 
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Chapter 7 


In this chapter the apostle gives answers to questions concerning marriage. When, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, one has the needed control over himself not to fall into 
moral evil, he may remain unmarried, in order to consecrate himself entirely to the glory 
of God. 


But when a person has not the gift of abstinence, the general rule is that every man 
should have his own wife, because it is better to marry than to burn with desire. 


The apostle maintains marriage as it has been instituted by God. God having united 
husband and wife, man ought not to interfere and separate what God has united. 


“But to the married, I enjoin, not I, but the Lord, let not wife be separated from husband 
(but if also she shall have been separated, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to 
her husband) and let not husband leave wife.” (v. 10,11) This covers, for instance, cases, 
where divorce had taken place before conversion. The assembly can only be in fellowship 
with cases which answer to the conditions of 1 Cor. 7:10,11. God says in Rom. 7:3: “So 
then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; 
but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, 
though she be to another man.” 


From verse 12 the apostle deals with the situation which may exist, when one 
only of the married couple is saved. 


In the case where the unbeliever refuses to continue to live together with the believer, 
the believer cannot do other than accept the desertion of the unbeliever. 


Believers never ought to put away any unbelieving partner, this in contrast with the law, 
as realised under Ezra, where the Jews sent away their foreign wives. 


On the contrary, when only one of the two partners is saved, the whole family is placed 
in a position of blessing. God does not consider a believer’s house as belonging to the 
hostile world, but to God’s house in its outward form, where the Holy Spirit works with 
power to save. 


When the unbeliever insists and separates, the believing person is discharged of all the 
practical duties connected with the marriage link. 


But the apostle accentuates the advantage of staying together, the best way for the 
unbeliever is to be saved by God’s love, operating in the believer. “But if the unbeliever 
go away, let them go away; a brother or a sister is not bound in such cases, but God has 
called us in peace. For what knowest thou, o wife, if thou shalt save thy husband? Or 
what knowest thou, o husband, if thou shalt save thy wife?” (v. 15,16) 


In verses 17-24 the apostle denies that a conversion to Christ implies any social change. 
When a bondman can obtain liberty, it is indeed preferable; but generally, we have to 
remain in the state in which we were before conversion. 


In verses 25-29 we do not find any positive commandment of the Lord about celibacy, 
but the apostle accentuates how much more time, energy and liberty the unmarried may 
consecrate to the Lord’s work. As to holiness the married and the unmarried state are 
entirely equal. 


Then the apostle repeats the great principle, which is the Lord’s commandment for His 
assembly on earth. “A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the 
husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in the Lord.” 
(v. 39) These last words confirm the commandment given in 2 Cor. 6:14, not to be 
diversely yoked with unbelievers. A believer only can be married in the Lord, when he or 
she finds a partner who is saved by personal faith in the Lord Jesus. 
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For those who have lost a partner by death, the apostle adds: “But she is happier if she 
so remains a (widow or widower) according to my judgment; but I think that I also have 
God’s Spirit.” (v. 40) This is a counsel, not a commandment in prohibition. 


Chapter 8 And 9 


In the time of the apostles, some believers had the habit of eating the meat offered to 
idols. When a person had been entirely delivered from the Satanic powers, which provoke 
to idolatry, this meat was to him no more than ordinary meat. 


But there were also believers who were not entirely delivered from superstition, and 
when these saw a brother eating of meat offered to idols, the old spirit of idolatry might 
possess them again, with the danger that they would lose fellowship with Christ, 
“wherefore if meat be a fall-trap (snare) to my brother, I will eat no flesh for ever, that 
I may not be a fall-trap to my brother.” (v. 13) 


In the ninth chapter Paul adds to this that the apostles had the same liberty of eating, 
drinking and marrying as all the other believers. They had also the liberty to the work of 
preaching as full-time labourers, and to live by the gospel. 


But the apostle himself preferred to continue to provide for his needs by making tents. 
This did not diminish the right of labourers in God’s field to live from gifts of believers. 
“Let him that is taught in the word communicate to him that teaches in all good things.” 
(Gal. 6:6) 


An Old Testament image is used as an example: “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that is 
treading out corn... if we have sown to you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things?” 


This is not only a permission, but a divine commandment: “So also the Lord has ordained 
to those that announce the glad tidings to live of the glad tidings.” (v. 14) 


In the Old Testament the priests and Levites had lived by the sacrifices brought by the 
people into the tabernacle and the temple. The reason why Paul did not make use of his 
right was to maintain his liberty to announce the full counsel of God whether or not it 
was pleasing to an assembly. 

When he refused material help from the Corinthians, he felt himself freer to correct their 
errors and sins. He compares himself with a sportsman, who as much as possible limits 
his material needs, weights, clothes and everything else that could be a hindrance to 
victory. “I therefore thus run, as not uncertainly; so I combat, as not beating the air. 
But I buffet my body, and lead it captive, lest after having preached to others I should 
be myself rejected.” (v. 26,27) He does not speak about eternal salvation but about his 
fitness for the service. 


Chapter 10 


In order to understand rightly who should break bread at the Lord’s Table, it is useful to 
see the difference between the Christian profession and the Body of Christ. The apostle 
uses for his teaching the example of Israel’s history in the wilderness. 


They were a professing people, following a man of faith, Moses, but individually only a 
few of them were true believers. As in Hebrews chapter 6, the apostle speaks of 
professors who had been influenced by the faith of others, had “been made partakers of 
the Holy Spirit, had tasted the good word of God” and seen miracles, but who turned 
away from Christ. 


So here we see Israel as a professing people go through the Red Sea, drink water from 
the rock, but most of them died in the desert by lack of faith, having refused to enter 
into the promised land. Their idolatry, murmurings, fornication with the subsequent 
judgment happened to them as types, and have been written for our admonition, “upon 
whom the ends of the ages are come.” (1 Cor. 10:11) 
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Though today hundreds of millions profess to be Christians, their history, their wars, 
their immorality show clearly that they were dead professors with whom true 
believers could not have fellowship. 


The tent of meeting where true believers such as Moses and Joshua met, was outside 
the camp, the cross of Calvary was outside the gate of Jerusalem and the Lord’s 
Table where true worshippers meet for spiritual offerings, is outside the 
organizations of professing Christendom. 


Some of their leaders, such as Luther, Wesley, Spurgeon were true believers as Moses 
was, and they are followed by a crowd who profess their faith but are unable to walk in 
newness of life. 


Therefore, must we conclude from that, that a walk in-fellowship with Christ, is an im- 
possible demand? Definitely not, for: “God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that which ye are able to bear, but will with the temptation make the 
issue also, so that ye should be able to bear it.” (v. 13) 


This is quite a comforting word for those believers who think that it is nearly impossible 
to walk worthily in fellowship at the Lord’s Table. On the contrary it is normal that 
everyone who knows, that he belongs to the Lord Jesus as a member of His Body, 
partakes at the breaking of bread. The apostle comes to the subject of fellowship at the 
Lord’s Table with these words: 


“Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to intelligent persons: do 
ye judge what I say. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of the Christ? Because we, being may, are one loaf, one body; for 
we all partake of that one loaf.” (v. 14-16) 


We see that in this chapter, more or less in contrast with chapter 11 where we have the 
memorial of His death, the accent is put upon the expression of the unity of the body 
and on fellowship. “There is one body and one Spirit.” (Eph. 4:4) 


There is fellowship with the blood of the crucified Saviour, expressed in the cup, and 
there is fellowship between the believers as members of one body, symbolised by the 
one bread on the Table. 


In spite of the numerous divisions in the Christian profession, the unity of the body of 
Christ can never be broken. God’s children may be scattered in may churches and sects, 
but in the eyes of God there is only one assembly, composed of all the living 
believers on earth. 

The one loaf on the Table expresses this indestructible unity, and it is clear that there is 
only one expression possible on earth. Those gathered on divine ground are separated 
from evil and are all in fellowship one with each other. (2 Tim. 2:22) 


The apostle accentuates now the impossibility of being in fellowship with evil and in 
fellowship with God, as it had been impossible in the Old Testament to be in communion 
with the idolatrous altars and with the only altar of God that was in Jerusalem, where He 
had put His Name. 

God is separated from evil and has not any fellowship with the works of the devil, moral 
or doctrinal evil (2 Cor. 6: 14-17). 

Whilst tables of demons do not exist in professing Christendom, yet nevertheless there 
are, alas, many tables which are in fellowship with false doctrine, with schism 
or with moral evil, and according to 1 Cor. 10:21 those who break bread at such 
tables cannot be received at the Lord’s Table, unless they have separated there 
from. 

Directly with God’s unity was connected His jealousy or hatred against idolatry. Directly 
with the truth as it is in Jesus, we find God’s refusal to be in fellowship with error. 
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In separation from evil we must be diligent to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the uniting 
bonds of peace. (Eph. 4:3,4) “Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than 
He?” (1 Cor. 10:22) 


In the next verses the apostle opposes those who make the partaking of the bread 
dependant on legal obligations. “All things are lawful, but all are not profitable; all things 
are lawful, but all do not edify.” (v. 23) 


The test is not to abstain from this or that but a walk of faith operating in love, not 
seeking one’s own advantage but that of the other members of the body. As to eating 
and drinking the greatest liberty must be given, mostly before unbelievers who think 
they go to heaven by abstinences and prohibitions. “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, 
or whatever ye do, do all things to God’s glory.” (v. 31) In this manner we do not give 
occasion to stumbling to Jews, Greeks, Christians, not seeking our own profit, but praying 
that many poor sinners may be saved by pure grace. 


Chapter 11 


It appears that another question which the Corinthians had asked the apostle was, 
whether a woman should pray with an uncovered head. It is striking that the apostle 
gives, aS a commandment of the Lord, such an explicit reply to that question. 


The motive therefore was that the covering of the head is a symbolical acknowledgment 
of the authority of the Lord Jesus, as Head of the assembly. 


We read in Ephesians 3:10 that the assembly gives a testimony before angelic powers 
in heaven. As a consequence of this, says the apostle: “Therefore ought the woman to 
have authority on her head, on account of the angels.” (v. 10) 


He gives three reasons for this commandment: 
Man is not of woman, but woman of man (v. 8). 
Nature teaches that long hair is a glory for a woman (v. 15). 


This question, if not solved by a commandment, would become an occasion for discord 
in the assembly (v. 16). 


In the Lord, man and woman are equal, but it belongs to divine order, that_a woman 
shows her subjection to man, since the woman (Eve) was seduced to sin (1 Tim. 2:14). 
She shows it by the covering of her head. 

From verse 17 the apostle blames the Corinthians for serious disorder in their meetings. 
There were leaders of sects, and though the existence of these were very sad, 
nevertheless it manifested that there were also those who held first the Lord Jesus as 
Head and only Leader in His assembly: “For there must also be sects among you, that 
the approved may become manifest among you.” (1 Cor. 11:19) God overrules man’s 
sectarianism in accentuating the existence of a faithful remnant, keeping His word and 
not denying His Name. 


From verse 20 the apostle describes the disorder characterising their celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. He had received directly from the exalted Lord Jesus the principles which 
rule the celebration of the Supper as the memorial of His death, instituted in the night 
in which He was betrayed, and when He accepted from the hands of His Father the 
terrible cup of wrath against sin and the curse. 

“For I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in 
the night in which He was delivered up, took bread, and having given thanks broke it, 
and said, This is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 

In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often 
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as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until 
he come.” (v. 23-26) 


Let us notice that in Acts 20:7 where we read: “And the first day of the week, we being 
assembled to break bread”, the Greek original implies that the assembling for breaking 
bread had a continual character. 


Similarly, we read in 1 Cor. 16:2: “On the first day of the week...” thus implying that this 
was the day for their spiritual and material offerings, the offerings of the lips and the 
offerings of goats or money, in the same order as we have it in Heb. 13:15,16: “By him 
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is the fruit of the lips 
confessing His name. But of doing good and communicating of your substance, be not 
forgetful, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 


This continual praise on the first day of the week goes on until the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, to be continued in heaven. There we shall be gathered around Him in glory; today 
we are gathered around Him by faith. 


The word “episynagogue” in Heb. 10:25, translated as “the assembling of ourselves 
together” is the same as in 2 Thess. 2:2, translated as “our gathering together 
to Him”, that is in the coming glory. 

e On the Lord’s Day we have the Worship Meeting (1 Cor. 11) 

e And the Edification Meeting (1 Cor. 14), and, 


e The third form of meeting in the Name of the Lord Jesus is the Prayer Meeting 
(Matthew 18:19). 


Whereas we Saw in chapter 10 that the one loaf on the Table of the Lord expresses the 
unity of the Body and the communion of the Body of Christ, we find in this chapter the 
supper as the remembrance (memorial) of His death on the cross, celebrated on the day 
of His victorious resurrection. 


Many believers remember the Lord as their crucified Saviour and feel free to break bread 
at the many different tables spread by schismatic men in professing Christendom, but it 
is clearly according to the mind of God that the Lord’s Supper be celebrated at the only 
Lord’s Table spread on divine ground and in separation from evil. 


In the next verses the apostle accentuates the truth, that every believer is personally 
responsible for the manner in which he partakes of the Lord’s Supper, and in the light of 
that memorial we are exhorted to judge ourselves in His presence, acknowledging that 
our old man has been crucified. 


Some of the saints in Corinth who behaved as if the Supper was an ordinary meal, and 
even permitted themselves excesses in eating and drinking while others had nothing to 
eat, had by this profanity been brought under the discipline of the Lord, who dealt with 
them as to their health, giving sickness or even death. “So that whosoever shall eat the 
bread, of drink the cup of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and 
the blood of the Lord. But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink 
of the cup.” (v, 27,28) 

Some have concluded from these words that it would be better for them to abstain from 
the partaking of the supper, but we read on the contrary, that we must prove ourselves 
and then partake. 

The point is not that we are worthy to partake but that the Lord is worthy to be 
remembered and worshipped by us. “But if we judged ourselves, so we were not judged. 
But being judged, we are disciplined of the Lord, that we may not be condemned with 
the world.” (v. 31,32) 


We find here that discipline belongs to the education which God gives us in the school of 
His love. The world of unbelievers has no part in this discipline but goes on to eternal 
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perdition. Especially in the worship-meeting all things must be done according to divine 
order. 


Chapter 12 


This important chapter teaches us the way in which the gifts of grace are to be exercised 
in the assembly. The assembly is, like the human body, a living organism composed of 
several members and organs, of which every-one has an important function for the 
whole. 


There is harmony only when every member in its place and functions well. 

The assembly as the body of Christ is entirely identified with its Head: “Now ye are 
Christ’s body, and members in particular” (v. 27). The source of the right functioning of 
every member is the power of the Holy Spirit. “For even as the body is one and has many 
members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also is the 
Christ. For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of 
one Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:12,13) 


The apostle had noticed that evil spirits had tried to raise their voices in the assembly 
and he gives a comprehensive test, namely that it is only by the Holy Spirit that one can 
own the Lordship of Jesus, as also the apostle John says that the proving of a spirit is 
based on whether it gives glory to the Son of God, come in flesh (1 John 4:1-3). 

The list of gifts mentioned in 1 Cor. 12 is different from those in Rom. 12 and Ephesians 
4. The supernatural powers of healing and tongues served in the beginning to establish 
the Christian religion on earth and were especially to impress unbelievers. 

Unlike Apostle Peter, Apostle Paul was not delivered from prison by a miracle, Trophimus 
was left ill in Miletus, 

Timothy is counselled to take a little wine for his weak stomach. On the other hand, the 
gifts in Ephesians 4, of evangelist, teacher and shepherd are permanent gifts until 
the coming of the Lord Jesus. 


Chapter 13 


After having given a description of the body as an organism, the apostle now refers to 
the power needed for its functioning, and this power is love. 


In chapter 14 we have the assembly in its practical functioning under this power, the 
meetings of believers on earth. 


The most excellent way to please God and to help men is always by love. Some of those 
who acted in the assembly did so with the aim of having the greatest effect on the 
hearers by eloquence and extraordinary phenomena: “If I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.” 
(v. 1) 

Love never brings man and his natural or even supernatural capabilities into the 
foreground. Even acts which imply the greatest self-denial and sacrifices only have value 
before God when they proceed from a heart in which the love of God is shed abroad by 
the Holy Spirit given to us. 


In verses 4 and 5 the apostle adds, that real love is accompanied by humility, patience, 
goodness, love for the truth and never with boasting, pride or the aim of outward 
SUCCESS. 

Love will avoid stumbling or hurting anyone, and will be slow to anger. Love rather 
desires to hide the mistakes and failures of others than to expose them. The gifts that 
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seemed to be the most attractive and outstanding in the assembly were those that would 
not last long, but love is permanent, being the essential characteristic of God Himself. 


Everything that we now do is imperfect, because we all have to grow from spiritual babes 
to full-grown adults. Only when Jesus comes, will all be perfect. “For we see now through 
a dim window, obscurely... And now abide faith, hope, love; these three things; and the 
greatest of these is love.” (v. 12,13) 


Chapter 14 


When, as we read in the former chapter, our activities in the midst of believers proceed 
from true divine love, we will also aspire to exercise such gifts as are the most efficient 
for the help of believers. In this 14 chapter, 23 times the word: “for edification” is 
found, because the children of God need to be comforted, encouraged, instructed and 
exhorted. 


In Corinth some had noticed, that speaking in tongues was admired by many people, 
and the apostle warns them against this tendency to be conspicuous, especially with the 
gift of tongues. “Thus, ye also since ye are desirous of spirits, seek that ye may abound 
for the edification of the assembly. Wherefore let him that speaks with a tongue pray 
that he may interpret.” (v. 12,13) 


In these first days it was permitted to speak in tongues, but common sense implies that 
they must be translated and the contents of these utterings came under the judgment 
of the assembly. The Holy Spirit never utters Himself with incomprehensible, incoherent 
things or even nonsense. Neither does He teach anything contrary to the inspired Word 
of God. “For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and 
of wise discretion.” (2 Tim. 1:7) 


There was liberty for the exercise of gifts in the assembly, but only on condition that it 
was for edification. “And let two or three prophets speak and let the others judge... For 
ye can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all be encouraged. And spirits of 
prophets are subject to prophets.” (v. 31,32) 


Nobody can say that he is not personally responsible for his words because his spirit 
forced him to say such or such things. Everyone is responsible for what he says, and 
discipline may be exercised by the assembly on what is spoken. There was liberty, but 
no excuse for confusion. “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the 
assemblies of the saints.” (v. 23) 


The next teachings about the silence of the women in the assemblies is important as the 
apostle also says in 1 Tim. 2:11: “Let a woman learn in quietness in all subjection; but 
I do not suffer a woman to teach or to exercise authority over man, but to be in 
quietness... the woman having been deceived, was in transgression.” 


So here also the women have no part in the exercise of gift nor in public prayer in the 
assembly, although they share in the singing. “Let your women be silent in the 
assemblies, for it is not permitted to them to speak; but to be in subjection, as the law 
also says. But if they wish to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; 
for it is a shame for a woman to speak in assembly.” (v. 34,35). 


[However here is the problem]. 

The scripture says that the Holy Spirit gives gifts to the believers — as He wills. (1 Cor 
12:11) This means that the Holy Spirit could give any of the gifts to a woman, if He so 
chooses!!!, 

Remember in the Old Testament, God allowed a woman to become a prophetess and a 
judge over Israel, as a sign that there was not a man in Israel who was worthy of this 
task. 
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If a woman does get a gift from the Holy Spirit, which lines up with the word of God, 
who are we (mere mortal men) to say that it should not be exercised in the Body of 
Christ. 
Why are these gifts given? “For the edification of the Body of Christ, so that we all 
grow up to maturity in Christ.” 
Finally, we learn that all this is not a counsel of the apostle given with divine permission, 
but that we have here divine and binding commandments. “If anyone thinks himself to 
be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize the things that I write to you, that it is the 
Lord’s commandment.” (v. 37) 
Some acted according to their own will with the excuse of ignorance, whereas in other 
matters they were boasting about their knowledge. The apostle concludes this section of 
this epistle with the general injunction: “But let all things be done fittingly and with 
order.” (v. 40) 
Chapter 15 
Some in Corinth went so far as to teach that there was no future resurrection of the dead 
and in order to counteract this error, the apostle repeats the truth of the atoning death 
and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, adding the truth that when He comes again all 
believers will rise from their graves with glorified bodies. 
Concerning the resurrection of Christ, the Word of God contains seven groups of 
eyewitnesses: 

e Peter on the first day of the week. 

e The twelve disciples. 

e Five hundred brethren at one time. 

e James. 

e The other apostles. 

e Paul on the way to Damascus. 

e The four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
Then, from verse 20, the apostle deals with the resurrection of believers, which will take 
place in like manner to the resurrection of Christ Himself, (the first-fruit of the 
resurrection) 
The day is coming when death as an enemy will be defeated and come to an end. Christ 
will rule as King and everything will be subjected to God. Because of the bright hope of 
a glorious future, the witnesses of Christ were able to suffer all sorts of tribulations and 
persecutions. 
Some of the Corinthians wondered how the resurrection would take place; and the 
answer is that as the seed falls into the earth and by dying brings forth a plant, which is 
much more beautiful than the seed, “Thus is also the resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
in corruption and it is raised in incorruptibility. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” (v. 42-47) 
Nothing of the old Adam has a part in the resurrection. “And as we have borne the image 
of the one made of dust we shall bear also the image of the heavenly one.” We shall 
bear the image of the heavenly Christ. 
Next the apostle teaches that in the coming glory there will be a difference in glory 
between different believers, depending on their faithfulness to Christ. 
In verses 51-57 the apostle unfolds a mystery, which only faith can grasp; the mystery 
of the rapture of the church at the coming again of Jesus: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: 
we Shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed, in an instant, in the twinkling of 
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an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed... But when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruptibility, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass 
the word written: Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, oh death is thy sting? 
Where, oh death thy victory? 


Now the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks to God, who 
gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:51-57) The same event is 
described in 1 Thess. 4:16. By faith in our Lord Jesus Christ we have the victory over 
death. 


The apostle ends this important chapter saying that serving the Lord is not vain, because 
it is sustained by Christ’s power of resurrection, so that souls may pass from death unto 
life by the preaching of the gospel. 


Chapter 16 


One of the most important expressions for the practical walk of the assembly here on 
earth is “ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK”. 


There is no legal commandment for the habit, which has ruled in the Christian profession 
for nearly two thousand years, of setting apart the Lord’s day (Sunday) for worship, 
edification and gospel meetings. 


We give here seven proofs that it was really the mind of the Lord Jesus to set this day 
apart in contrast with the Jewish Sabbath. The Sabbath was the seventh day, set apart 
for rest from six days toil and labour on the EARTH. 


The first day of the week is the day of resurrection, the day in which the Lord Jesus as 
the first fruit of anew, eternal and heavenly creation rose victorious from the tomb. Here 
are the examples: 


Six days before the Passover, that is on the first day of the week, Mary anointed 
the feet of Jesus, a striking image of the worship due to our Saviour (John 12:1-3). 


On the first day of the week Jesus was raised from the dead. 


On that same first day we find the disciples gathered and Jesus in the midst. He 
shows His presence in the breaking of bread to the two in Emmaus. 


The next first day of the week again the disciples were gathered together, Jesus 
in the midst, and Thomas believed in His presence. 


On the first day of the week the Holy Spirit descended from heaven and baptised 
the disciples to one Body, the formation of the church. 


In Acts 20 we read: “Troas... where we spent seven days.” During these seven days there 
is no mention of breaking bread until had come “the first day of the week, we being 
assembled to break bread.” 


The verb in the Greek indicates the continual character of this breaking of bread on the 
first day of the week. Here in 1 Cor. 16:2 we read: “On the first day of the week, 
let each of you put by at home, laying up in whatever degree he may have prospered, 
that there may be no collections when I come.” 


In Heb. 13:15,16 we have an obvious link between the spiritual and the material of- 
ferings: “the fruit of the lips confessing His Name... communicating of your substance... 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” The first day of the week is the day of 
the offering. 

In Rev. 1:10 we read: “I became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” This has nothing 
to do with the coming judgments because the original is the same as in the expression 
“the Lord’s supper” in 1 Cor. 11. It is the lordly or dominical day, the first day of the 
week set apart for the Lord’s glory. 
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This chapter refers to the service of the apostle and of his co-workers, Timotheus and 
Apollos, showing how every worker was directly responsible to the Lord Himself for his 
comings and goings. He remembers Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus, Aquila and 
Priscilla, with the assembly gathered in their house. 


It is important to see that most of the assemblies were held in the homes of the believers. 
Only when Constantine made Christendom a state religion, big cathedrals were built to 
contain the professing masses. 


The apostle finishes this epistle, so fundamental for divine order in the assemblies, with 
the assurance of his love for them all. 


The Heart of God 


We know that God is a Spirit and we must worship Him in Spirit and in truth. So, let us 
examine who it is we worship and what type of heart does God Almighty have. Yes, we 
know He has a heart, because we are made in His image, His spiritual image. 


If I asked you today to list the qualities, or attributes of the heart of God, what would 
you say were the most important qualities of God’s heart. 


e Love 

e Mercy 

e Compassion 

e Righteousness 
e Patience 

e Forgiveness 

e Heart of Justice 
e A pure heart 


Although we know that God Almighty rules with righteousness, compassion, mercy, and 
justice, He is not a judgemental God. His prime attribute is love. 


We know that when Jesus came to earth, He had a physical heart — just like us, but He 
also had the attributes of God Almighty dwelling within Him, so His physical heart 
displayed all the characteristics of the Father mentioned above. 


When we come together as the Body of Christ, we should display the characteristics of 
Christ. This means that our collective and individual hearts must reflect the 8 
characteristics of God’s heart mentioned above. 


Any ministry, which proclaims itself to represent Christ here on earth, must also reflect 
these same qualities. 


So, when we look inward today, what qualities of Christ do we see being displayed in our 
daily lives. 

Love: Do we show love to our family members, to our work colleagues and/or our 
Friends? 


Mercy Do we exhibit mercy when someone hurts us, or those around us, or do we go 
away and sulk, or bear a grudge? 


Compassion When we see devastation and destruction, or a family in need, do we show 
compassion by going above our level of giving, or do we just close our eyes and ignore 
their plight? 

Righteousness In everything we do, are we following the spirit of the law, so as to 
give a good Christian witness, or do we cut the corners and do as everybody else does? 
Remember, wrong is wrong, even if everything is doing it, and right is right, even if 
nobody is doing it. 
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Patience Are you a person who exhibits patience, even when everybody else is 
tearing their hair out, or do you lose your temper regularly? 


Forgiveness When somebody hurts you, are you able to forgive them and return to a 
right relationship with them, or do you store up resentment in your heart? 


Heart of Justice How do you react when you see people or situation which you know 
are wrong. Do you keep silent, or do you take a pro-active role in seeing justice prevail? 


A pure heart These are the attributes of a pure heart. Do you have one? 


COVENANT Vs CONTRACT 


Any lawyer will tell you that there is a very distinct difference between a contract and a 
covenant. So, let us examine them, so that we better understand the terms in scripture. 


CONTRACT 


A contract exists between 2 parties, and an agreement is reached by negotiation, before 
the contract is signed. 


Both parties can have input as to what is contained in the contract. 
The contract becomes binding immediately it is signed and dated by both parties. 
Contracts can be changed after they are signed, by entering into a “contract variation”. 


A contract is valid while both parties are alive and ceases after one party dies, UNLESS 
THE CLAUSES OF THE CONTRACT INDICATE IT IS TO CONTINUE UNTIL THE ACTIONS 
OF BOTH PARTIES ARE COMPLETED. 


COVENANT 
A Covenant on the other hand, has 3 parties involved. 
A will is a good example of a covenant document. 


It is drawn up by one person, who writes instructions as to where, or how his/her riches 
& and/or possessions shall be distributed [in the future ~ after his/her death]. 


The person who draws up a will, nominates an “executor”, who will be responsible to see 
that all the instructions of the covenant (will) are carried out. 


Even though a person may know that they are to receive ($1,000) in a person’s will, 
they cannot access this money, while the person is alive. 


A will only become effective after the person making it has died. 
If a person wants to change their will they can, by adding a “codicil” to it. 


The instructions in a codicil take precedence over the instructions in the “original 
document”. 


The executor must take this into account, when implementing the instructions in any 
will. 


God Almighty made a “blood covenant” with Abraham. The “blood covenant” could not 
be broken by either party. 


It required that Abraham was to sacrifice his son on the altar, to show his love and 
obedience to God was greater than his love for his son(s). 


It was only the intervention of the angel who prevented Abraham from killing Isaac. 

All of heaven, all the angels (and even Satan) saw what Abraham was prepared to do. 
God Almighty then had to make the same commitment to mankind, to offer up His son. 
God Almighty wrote a will. It is called The Bible. 
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In it He named all the promises and blessings which would become available after His 
death. 


God Almighty saw that the “original covenant” that He made with Abraham, was not 
enough, so he added a codicil (The New Covenant), which must take precedence over 
the Old Covenant. 

[Hebrews clearly identifies this when it is written that a new covenant would not have 
been required, if the Old Covenant was enough. ] 

God Almighty nominated an “executor” to make sure that the will was implemented in 
all its fullness, to each and every person who recognised and claimed these promises for 
themselves. 

When Jesus died on the cross God’s will became effective. 

The Holy Spirit was instructed to come and dwell amongst us and to ensure that all the 
promises and blessings laid out in God’s will (the Bible) were available to all persons who 
were listed as beneficiaries. 

These beneficiaries are those people who claim Jesus Christ as their own Lord and 
personal Saviour. 

If you do not claim this, then you are not recognised as a beneficiary and the 
punishments and destruction laid out in God’s will becomes applicable to you. 

This is a simplistic attempt to specify the major differences between a contract & a 
covenant. Maybe you can use some of it next Sunday. 


CREATION & DAYS OF THE WEEK 


Let Us Start in Genesis Chapter 1 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth out of nothing, by the power of 
His word alone. 

The earth was without form and void and darkness was on the face of the deep. It is 
important to realise that you cannot create darkness. Darkness is the absence of light 
And the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit) was hovering over the face of the waters. We have 
waters, we have God the Father, we have the Word of God (which is Jesus) and the Holy 
Spirit - all 3 parts of the Trinity are in evidence at creation. 

The God the father spoke the words: “Let there be light” and there was light. Notice that 
we have light at creation before God created the sun and the moon and put them 
in the heavens. 

God saw that the light was good and He divided the light from the darkness (the absence 
of light). 

Then God indicates how God represents a day: The evening and the morning of the 
first day. 

Satan on the other hand, wants to discredit God in every little detail, so we call the days 
here on earth, the “morning & evening” — the exact opposite to how God defined them. 
Notice that God does not name any day, except the seventh day, which He calls the 
Sabbath. 


In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth out of nothing, by the power of 
His word alone. 


The earth was without form and void and darkness was on the face of the deep. It is 
important to realise that you cannot create darkness. Darkness is the absence of light 


Page 41 | 118 


And the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit) was hovering over the face of the waters. We have 
waters, we have God the Father, we have the Word of God (which is Jesus) and the Holy 
Spirit - all 3 parts of the Trinity are in evidence at creation. 

The God the father spoke the words: “Let there be light” and there was light. Notice that 


we have light at creation before God created the sun and the moon and put them 
in the heavens. 


God saw that the light was good and He divided the light from the darkness (the absence 
of light). 

Then God indicates how God represents a day: The evening and the morning of the 
first day. 

Satan on the other hand, wants to discredit God in every little detail, so we call the days 
here on earth, the “morning & evening” — the exact opposite to how God defined them. 
Notice that God does not name any day, except the seventh day, which He calls the 
Sabbath. 


Now Let Us Jump to Genesis Chapter 2 


So, all of creation is just about finished in 6 days, but not all. Please read chapter 2:1-3 
carefully: 


Thus, the heavens and the earth, and all the hosts of them were finished. And 
on the SEVENTH DAY (not the sixth day) GOD FINISHED HIS WORK which He 


had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had 
done. 


Things to notice: God did not survey His work on the seventh day (like is recorded for 
the other six days, nor is there an “evening and a morning” of the seventh day. 
This is significant because it means that God is still resting and the seventh day 
(as per God's definition of a day) has not ended yet. 


Now God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, (made it holy) because in it 
He rested from all His work which God had created and made. 


Notice 2 things, the difference between these two words “created” and “made”. 
God “created” the heavens and the earth “out of nothing”. 
God “made” mankind “out of the dust” of His creation. 


Now if God is at rest from His creation and the seventh day (in God’s eyes) has not 
finished yet, then we should look at every day as a holy day. 


And so, the people populated the earth, Noah was raised up, the flood came, Noah and 
his offspring landed on dry land and a new generation of people commenced to live on 
the earth. 


Notice that Satan & sin were not destroyed in the flood! 


Joseph went down into Egypt and then the nation was in captivity for 400 years until 
Moses was raised up by God and went to Egypt and said: Let MY people go. 


Up until God gave Moses the Law, the people were living under grace. 


When God gave Moses the Ten Commandments a day was to be set aside as God’s Holy 
day, and no work was to be undertaken on that specific day. 


The Jews followed a Hebrew calendar made up of 13 lunar months in a year. Each week 
had 7 days. 


In the western society from early time man named the days, to represent the pagan 
gods they were worshipping, for example: 


Monday was to represent “Moon day” when they worshipped the moon 
Tuesday, was to represent (I think) Zeus day) 
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Wednesday was to represent (Woden) the god of war 

Thursday was to represent Thor, the god of thunder, etc. 

None of these names were given by God and none of them give Him any glory, because 
we even measure them wrongly. 

So, in using the Jewish calendar we find that the day that Moses set aside to be God’s 
assigned holy day - the Sabbath, commenced at sundown of our present day called 
Friday and goes through to sundown of our day called Saturday - the evening and the 
morning - just the same way as GOD DEFINED A DAY. 

When Jesus came down to earth He followed the Jewish calendar and fulfilled all the 
requirements of the Old Testament law. He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath. 


After His resurrection and ascension, the early church went to the synagogue on the day 
after the Sabbath, to celebrate the rising again of Christ, and to celebrate our rights to 
be re-aligned with God the Father, through the blood of His Son - Jesus Christ. 


So, since the early church started, Christians go to church on Sunday to worship 
Him —- Jesus Christ. But this day was originally named “Sunday” to represent 
worshipping the sun, which is placed in the heavens by God Almighty at creation. 


We, (Christians) have now changed the meaning of this day, to represent 
worshipping the Son of God -— Jesus Christ. 


So, we worship the creator — not creation. 


The days in the week are named to represent Satanic gods. So, don’t be confused by the 
naming of each day. 


All you need to understand that we are required by the Word of God to “set aside a day 
as the Sabbath” and to keep it holy. 


Tradition says that day is Sunday for most Christian denominations (both Protestant and 
Catholic, even Greek & Russian Orthodox) churches celebrate their worship to Christ. It 
is only the Seventh Day Adventists who continue to worship Jehovah on Saturday. 


CURSE, CURSED, CURSING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 


The word “Curse” appears 87 times in the Bible. This includes [accursed, cursed, curses, 
cursing] 


Some Christian’s say that we are in the New Testament therefore we are no longer under 
the curse. 


But if that was the case then it would not appear so often in the New Testament. 
The following are the references to “Curse” in the New Testament. 


Reference Scripture Comments 


Luke 6:28 Pray for the happiness of | This curse comes from Satan ~~ NOT 
those who curse you; | from God Almighty. 

implore God's blessing on 
those who hurt you. 
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John 7:49 


These stupid crowds do, 
yes; but what do they 
know about it? A curse 
upon them anyway 
[Literally “This multitude 
is accursed” ] 


The Pharisees did not research their 
scriptures, or seek the facts, before 
they made this statement, because; 
He did come out of Bethlehem (as 
prophesied) 

He did come out of Egypt (as 
prophesied) 

He did come out of Nazareth (as 
prophesied) as a Nazarene. 
He is the Messiah; the crowd had the 
true revelation ~ but alas the 
Pharisees did not! 


Eventually it was the Pharisees that 
were cursed, NOT the people. 


Romans 12:14 


If someone mistreats you 
because you are a 
Christian, don’t curse 
him; pray that God will 
bless him. 


Don’t return hate with hate ~~ but 
return God’s love, by praying that God 
will bestow a blessing over him. 


1 Corinthians 
16:22 


If anyone does not love 
the Lord, that person is 
cursed. 


This curse is the curse of eternal 
destruction, which results in spending 
eternity without being in God’s 
presence, they live in Gehenna. This 
IS a curse from God. 


Galatians 3:10 
[NLT] 


Yes, and those who 
depend on the Jewish laws 
to save them are under 


God’s curse, for the 
scriptures point out very 
clearly; “Cursed is 


everyone who at any time 
breaks a single one of 
these laws that are written 
in God’s Book of the Law”. 


God created the heavens and the 
earth. He put the stars, the sun and 
the moon in these heavens and He 
proclaimed that the sun would shine 
by day and the moon by night. He also 
ordained the seasons and they always 
follow His law of sequence, Spring, 
Summer, Autumn and Winter. 


God's law has not been abolished. 
It still operates today. The stars are 
still in the heavens & the sun rises 
exactly on time every morning, 
according to God’s Book of the Law. 


Galatians 3:13 


But Christ has bought us 
out from the doom of that 
impossible system, by 
taking the curse for our 
wrong doing upon 
Himself. 

For it is written in the 
scriptures; “Anyone who 
is hanged upon a tree is 


cursed”. [As Jesus was 
hung upon a_ wooden 
cross]. 


Christ took that curse upon Himself, 
and became cursed, so that we would 
be free of the curse associated with 
sin. 

If Jesus did not take the curse of our 
sin upon Himself, according to the 
NEW Covenant 


of Jeremiah 31:31, then there would 
be NO Salvation. 
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James 3:9 


Sometimes it praises our 
Heavenly Father, and 
sometimes it breaks out 
into curses against men, 
who are made like God. 


This refers to the curses made by men 
against each other by his tongue. 
This is a man who still has some 
imperfections within him, because 
fresh and salt water should never 
come out of the same well, unless the 
well is still not completely purified. 


Revelation 
22:3 


And there shall be no 
more curse: but the 
throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it; and his 
servants shall serve him. 


The curse, which originated I the 
Garden of Eden was partially removed 
during the Millennium (Christ’s 1,000 
year reign on the “existing earth” is 
now obliterated forever on the New 
Earth. This scripture refers to the time 
“after” the saints are with Jesus, as a 
“Bride of Christ.” 


The word “Cursed” appears 64 times in the scriptures, and these are the references to 


“Cursed” in the New Testament. 


cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 


Scripture Comments 

Reference 

Matthew 25:41 | Then shall He say unto | Jesus is speaking these words and he 
them on the left hand, | make is very clear that there will be a 
depart from me, ye | separation of the sheep and the goats 


in the last days. The sheep will be 
accepted into Heaven, as righteous 
ones, but the goats shall be cursed 
and cast into hell, into everlasting 
punishment. [Matthew 41-46. ] 


according to the flesh. 


Mark 11:21 And Peter’ calling to | Jesus cursed the fig tree, proving that 
remembrance saith unto | He had the power to either bless or 
Him, Master, behold, the | curse his creation. 
fig tree which’ thou 
cursed is withered away. 

Romans 9:3 For I could wish that | Paul is explaining that not all people 
myself were accursed | who call themselves “sons of Israel” 
from Christ for my | are actually seen as “sons of Israel” by 
brethren, my _ kinsmen | God Almighty. 


The same applies today among people 
who say that they are “Christians”. 
Revelation chapters 2 & 3 clearly 
identify that 5 churches are not 
acceptable to Him in their present 
state. On the day that Christ comes to 
claim His bride, there will be many 
who will be left behind, and be said to 
be accursed. 
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1 Corinthians 
4:12 


And labour, working with 
our own hands, being 
cursed, we bless, being 
persecuted, we suffer it. 


Paul is explaining that those who 
spread the good news of Jesus Christ 
can expect to be cursed by the 
unbelievers, but that we must not 
return hate for hate, but bless those 
who persecute you. 


1 Corinthians 
12: 3 


Wherefore I give you to 
understand, that no man 
speaking by the Spirit of 
God calls Jesus accursed: 
and that no man can say 
that Jesus is the Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghost. 


Paul clearly identifies a method to test 
any believer or unbeliever, because 
only “believers” can say that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. If someone curses 
Jesus Christ, then the spirit of God is 
not within Him. 


Galatians 3:10, 
13 


10: For as many as are 
under the works of the 
Law are under a curse: for 
it is written, cursed is 
everyone that continues 
not in all things which are 
written in the Book of the 
Law, to do them. 
13: Christ has redeemed 
us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse 
for us: for it is written, 
cursed is every one that 
hangs on a tree. 


Verse 11 continues: But that no man 
is justified by the law in the sight of 
God, it is evident: for the just shall 
live by faith. 

Verse 12: And the law is not of faith: 
but, the man that does them shall live 
them. 

Christ has redeemed “believers” from 
the curse; but the curse remains 
for all those who refuse to believe 
in Him. 


Hebrews 6:8 


But that which bears 
thorns and_ briers is 
rejected, and is nigh unto 
cursing: whose end is to 
be burned. 


Again, Paul clearly identifies what will 
happen in the end times. There will be 
a separation of the thorns and briers 
from the harvest field and they will be 
set aside to be burned (as 
unbelievers); but the good seeds of 
harvest (the believers) shall be taken 
as part of the Bride of Christ. 


Revelation 
16:9 


And men were scorched 
with great heat, and 
blasphemed and cursed 
the name of God, which 
had power over these 
plagues; and they 
repented not to give Him 
glory. 


The church is no longer on the earth. 
This is the 4 bowl judgement. 


This was prophesied by Isaiah in 
chapter 24:4-6. The people on the 
earth at that time (future) have 
defiled the everlasting covenant. 


Revelation 
16:11 


And cursed and 
blasphemed the God of 
Heaven because of their 
pains and their sores, and 
repented not of their 
deeds. 


This is the 5° bowl judgement. Now 
there is darkness upon the throne of 
Satan the Antichrist and his whole 
empire. These are people who are 
rejected by Jesus and are now cursing 
their punishment. 
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Revelation 
16:21 


And there fell upon men a 
great hail out of heaven, 
every stone about the 
weight of a talent (120 
pounds): and men cursed 
and blasphemed_ God, 
because of the plague of 
the hail, for the plague 
thereof was exceedingly 
great. 


This is the 7 bowl judgement. 


This is a picture of the hail that 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. 


The hailstorm described in this verse 
is much worse than this. This is God’s 
punishment for all who refused to 
accept the gift of salvation through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. 


“Curses” are mentioned 32 times in the scriptures. Here are the references in the New 


Testament. 
Reference Scripture Comments 
Matthew 15:4 For God commanded, saying: | In this teaching in chapter 15 


Honour the father and mother: 
and He that curses his father or 
mother let him die the death. 


Jesus makes it very clear that 
what comes out of your mouth 
defiles you. If you curse your 
father or mother in the New 
Testament there is still 
punishment, if you do not repent 
of this sin. Without repentance, 
you shall not see God. 


Matthew 26:74 


Then began he (Peter) to curse 
and to swear, saying, I know not 
the man. And immediately the 
cock crew. 


Here we have the fulfilment of 
the prophecy given by Jesus, 
that Peter would deny Jesus 3 
times before the cock crowed the 
following morning. Peter actually 
cursed the name of Jesus ~ but 
that was a “forgivable sin. He did 
not curse the Holy Spirit, which 
is an unforgivable sin. 
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Mark 7:10 


For Moses said, honour thy father 
and they mother; and whosoever 


curses his father or mother, let 
him die the death. 


In Chapter 7 of the Gospel of 
Mark, Jesus is reminding the 
people that the law in the 10 
commandments applying to your 
father and mother still stands, 
unless you repent. 


Mark 14:71 


And he (Peter) began to curse and 
to swear, saying, I know not this 
man of whom you speak. 


Here again, Peter curses and lies 
about knowing Jesus ~ but this 
sin can be covered by the blood 
of Jesus ~~ if one repents. 


Cursing appears 18 times in the scriptures. These are the references in the New 


Testament. 


Reference 


Scripture 


Comments 


Romans 3:14 


Whose mouth is full of cursing 
and bitterness 


V 9... for we have proved both 
Jews and Gentiles that we are all 
under sin. 
As it is written, there is none 
righteous, no, not one! 
V 23: For all have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God. 


V24 Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus. 


V25 Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in 
His blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God. 


Notice that only our past sins are 
covered by the blood at 
salvation. WE have to confess 
and repent of sins we do after 
that so that they also can be 
covered by the blood. 


if this is not the case, then part 
of the  Lord’s' prayer is 
unnecessary. 

“Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who _ trespass 


against us”. 


James 3:10 


Out of the same mouth proceeds 
both blessings and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not 
so to be. 


As “Christians” we should not 
curse anyone. If we do, we are 
held accountable for this sin. It is 
not covered by the blood of Jesus 
until AFTER we confess it and ask 
forgiveness for this sin. 
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MEN & THEIR “DIFFERENT” LEADERSHIP ROLES 


In the Old Testament God Almighty called different types of people to do different 
tasks at different times and in different circumstances for His glory. 


Abraham 


Called to leave the land of his birth, Abraham (a Gentile) was to separate himself from 
his family, his people, his culture, and his country, as an act of faith, and obedience to 
God. He is “the father of faith” for this obedience. 


Gideon 

Called by God, Gideon was to show the nation of Israel that God is sovereign and that 
God Almighty can choose anybody and raise him up to greatness. Gideon was the 
lowest member, in the poorest family, of the lowest of the tribes of Israel, but went on 
to lead a small army of only 300 soldiers, without shields or swords, to win a glorious 
battle for God. Gideon was required to put his complete trust and faith in God’s 
instructions for His victory. 


Moses 


Born in a lowly Jewish house of slaves, raised up and educated in the House of Pharaoh, 
taken out and remoulded in the desert for 40 years, so he becomes humble and ready 
to hear the voice of God. God commanded Moses to return to the land of his birth 
and to set the nation of Israel free. Moses trusted God all the days of his life and led the 
complaining, rebellious people of Israel for 40 years until he passed the reins of 
leadership to “God chosen” successor, (Joshua) to lead the people into the Promised 
Land. 


Joshua 


The man who loved God so much, that whilst in the wilderness he slept in the temple of 
meetings every night, and was in constant contact with God. God chose Joshua to lead 
the people into the Promised Land, and as a Warrior Leader, to defeat the tribes 
who were in the land of promise. Through his close relationship with God Almighty, he 
was able to follow what seemed like ridiculous instructions to a warrior leader and to 
march seven days around the city of Jericho without firing a single shot and take the city 
for God. 


Ezra 


Ezra was a man chosen by God, to lead a small group of dedicated people back to 
Jerusalem; to rebuild the temple and to re-establish Israel as a nation in the Promised 
Land once again. 

Nehemiah 

Nehemiah was also a man chosen by God, to lead a small group of dedicated people 
back into Jerusalem to rebuild the protection walls around the city of Jerusalem. He 
was tasked with making sure that the people in Jerusalem set up watchmen upon the 
walls, to be ever watchful for the approach of enemies, and to forbid the entry or sale of 
any goods into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. 

David 

David was a man who learnt to hear God’s voice whilst tending sheep, and who used 
his faith to proclaim victory over Goliath before the battle took place and to lead the 
nation of Israel into peace for forty years, and training up his son Solomon to take his 
place. 
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So, what about Today’s Society? 
Ps. Ian Shelton: Ps. Ian Shelton was raised up by God, to implement a vision of unity 
for the city. To spread the revelation that even though there are many different churches 


denominations, there is only one church in this city [all branches from the SAME 
VINE]. In this instance, Ian has been like the Moses figure of Old Testament times, 
preparing the people for the move into the Promised Land, their next exciting journey. 
Ps. Andrew Hoey: Ps. Andrew has been tasked with the responsibility (like Joshua) of 
taking the people into the Land of Promise, which occurs when brethren learn to dwell 
together in unity. 

And like Joshua, he must draw to himself trusted warriors, who can fight battles in the 
spiritual realm, as well as defend church unity in the physical realm. 

To educate the churches, and the greater Body of Christ in this city about what 
it really means to be an Intercessor, separated apart to listen to God, to pray on 
behalf of the city, both believers and unbelievers alike, because Jesus came so that not 
one soul should be lost. 

Teach people that the 5-fold ministries of Ephesians chapter 4 are for this unity 
church and for this city. 

That God has raised up people with different leadership roles within the Body of Christ 
in this day and age, just like in the days of the Old Testament. 

Finally listen to the intercessors, pray with other pastors, and move the city forward as 
God calls us, leads us, and directs us. 

Now for the rest of us ~~~ 

The scriptures are very clear. God has called each of us by name, according to His Divine 
Plan and His Divine purpose. 

He has gifted each one of us with special spiritual gifts, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
to benefit the whole Body of Christ. This is very exciting! Jesus (Himself) selected 
everyone hearing this message to be part of God’s Divine Plan and Purpose for 
establishing His Kingdom here on this earth. Each of us, have a special part to play in 
the fulfilment of this plan. 

But for that to be accomplished we must all know what our special gifts are, and how 
and where, we are to use them. This is the challenge for 2017, and every year after that! 
Now in 2020, have you; 

Identified your Holy Spirit gift yet? 

Started using it? 

If not? Why not? 

Selah! Stop! Pause! And think about that! 


DOES GOD CHOOSE LEADERS ~~ OR DOES MAN? 


There have been discussions now for nearly 2,000 years about whether women can be 
pastors, and this discussion always quotes one of Apostle Paul’s scriptures, in either 
Corinthians, or in 1 Timothy. 


We are told that the Old Testament is a clouded picture of what is to come to pass in the 
New Testament, so let us examine things in the Old Testament “carefully”, to determine 
the pattern that God has established in HIS BODY OF FOLLOWERS. 
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To be a priest: You have to be a direct descendant of Aaron and be chosen by God 
for that specific role. (Aaron, Zadok are good examples) 


To be a prophet: you had to be chosen by God Himself. (Samuel, Isaiah, and Elisha, 
are good examples) 


To be a shepherd: to lead the people, you had to be chosen by God (both Moses,, 
Joshua are good examples) 


To be a King before God in Israel or in Judah: When God told a prophet to anoint a 
man to be king over Israel, ii was a man chosen by God ~~ not by man. 


To be a teacher of the Law: God raised up Priests to be “teachers of the law”. 
They were not chosen by man! 


So, what do we learn from this? God picks people for leadership roles in His 
kingdom ~~ not man! 

Now let us go to Ephesians chapter 4, and look at the verses relating to the 5-fold 
ministries. [From the Living Translation] 


“Some of us have been given special ability as apostles; to others he has given the gift 
of being able to preach well; some have special abilities to win people to Christ, helping 
them to trust him as their Saviour; still others have a gift of caring for God’s people, as 
a shepherd does his sheep; leading and teaching them in the ways of God. 


Notice this is NOT gender specific. God says that through HIS Holy Spirit, He raises 
up people with special gifts (not just for one little church building) BUT FOR THE 
WHOLE BODY OF HIS CHURCH! 


This is where the confusion starts: Mankind (a Christian organisation) appoints a leader 
for a specific church congregation, and he uses a set of rules to determine the “best 
person for the job” (or they should). 


If there is no bias in the organisation, the “best person for the job” will be appointed, 
whether that be a man or a woman! 


But many organisations quote a scripture by Paul stating that a woman may not preach 
in a church, and hence they disqualify ALL women from leadership roles in the church, 
irrespective of their qualifications and abilities. THAT IS TOTALLY AGAINST THE 
TEMPLATE THAT GOD ESTABLISHED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

Now, let us go back and look at the next set of scriptures in Ephesians chapter 4, starting 
at verse 12: 

Why is it that He gives us these “special abilities” to do these things best? 


[The answer is given next verse] ~ So that God’s people will be BETTER 


EQUIPPED to do work for him, building up the church, the Body of Christ, to a 
position of strength and maturity; until FINALLY WE ALL BELIEVE ALIKE ABOUT OUR 
SALVATION AND ABOUT OUR SAVIOUR, GOD’S SON, AND ALL BECOME FULLY 
GROWN IN THE LORD - YES! TO THE POINT OF BEING FILLED FULL WITH 
CHRIST.” 

God raises up special people (he calls them, He appoints them and He anoints them) for 
the tasks just identified. These people are not appointed for one church building, to be 
called a “pastor”, they are called to these “special offices”, to be there, as “special gifts” 
for the Whole Body of Christ. 

One has a title of “Pastor”, and this is the “Office of Pastor”, appointed by God, not 
the appointment of a pastor, appointed by man! 
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Their names maybe the same, but their roles are distinctly different! And the things that 
many “men” have to get their head around is that these “offices” are appointed by the 
Holy Spirit ~~ for the benefit of the whole body. 


Jesus “appointed” the first 12 apostles. They were not appointed by any denomination. 
Even the “replacement Apostle” was chosen by God, by the drawing of lots. Mathias was 
not selected by the remaining 11 Apostles; He was selected by the Holy Spirit of God. 


Saul was not appointed as an Apostle by Man ~~ He was “selected by Jesus on the 
Damascus Road”. 


Philip was not selected to be an evangelist by man; No! He was selected by God “to Go 
and Make disciples”. 


Stephen was not “selected” by man to become the first martyr of the early church ~~ 
he was selected by the Holy Spirit. 

In the Book of Revelation, Jesus judges the churches in chapters 2 & 3 and determines 
which churches are acceptable to Him and which ones are not. Man does NOT JUDGE the 
church of Jesus Christ. However, man may judge the churches created by man, who 
have a “form of Godliness” but who do not line up with God’s word, God’s teachings, or 
God's visions and plans. 


These churches think it is OK to rebuke women “who are called by God” for ministry, 
who have been chosen because they have been given a “special gift” to do something 
well. (They are the best person for the job) 

God’s judgment begins within the church, and God has sent the Spirit of Separation upon 
HIS church, to divide the church and to separate the good Christians from the bad 
Christians, and to reveal to all of them that things need to change, if they still want to 
get into the Kingdom of God. 

Imagine if this concept of not letting women be involved in church ministry was 
widespread? We would not have some of the best worship songs on the planet. 
Worship is the chord that keeps the parts of the Body of Christ in unity, when we all 
worship the Father, singing to the beat of the same Holy Spirit’s anointed drum. 

It is time to get back to basics and start to really understand God’s word. If you think 
there is a contradiction in God’s word, then you need to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal 
to you “all truth”, because God’s word is perfect ~~ it is our understanding of his word 
which is not perfect. 

Selah! Stop! Pause! And Think about That! 
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INTRODUCTORY COURSE ON FAITH 
Main Points 


HOW FAITH COMES 

WHAT FAITH IS 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BELIEVE WITH THE HEART 
HOW TO TURN YOUR FAITH LOOSE 

SEVEN (7) STEPS TO THE HIGHEST KIND OF FAITH 
SIX (6) BIG HINDRANCES TO FAITH 

THE GOD KIND OF FAITH 

CONFESSION BRINGS POSSESSION 

ACTIONS THAT CORRESPOND WITH FAITH 

HOW TO HAVE WHAT YOU SAY (BY WRITING YOUR OWN TICKET WITH GOD) 
DOUBT —- THE THIEF OF GOD’S GREATER BLESSINGS 
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HOW TO TRAIN THE HUMAN SPIRIT 


Part 1: HOW FAITH COMES 


Key Scriptures: 

Romans 10:17. “Now faith comes from listening to this Good News - the Good 
News about Christ” [Living Bible] 

"So then, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” [Translation from 
the Aramaic Peshitta Bible] 

Hebrews 11:6. “You can never please God without faith, without depending on 
Him. Anyone who wants to come to God must (first) believe that there is a God 
and that He rewards those who sincerely look for Him.” [Living Bible] 

“Without faith man cannot please God; for he who comes near to God must (first) believe 
that He is (that He exists), and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” [Translation 
from the Aramaic Peshitta Bible] 

From the texts it is clear that without “faith” it is impossible to please God. But God (in 
His word) has also told us “How to get” faith. So, if we don’t have faith, God is not to 
blame! 

The same applies to salvation; faith for salvation comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God. 

Ephesians 2:8 says: “Because of His kindness you have been saved through trusting 
Christ. And even trusting? is not of yourselves; it too is a gift from God”. [Living Bible] 
So, how do you get the faith to be saved? Men (and women) are saved by hearing words, 
because faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. You cannot believe 
without hearing. 

Faith for healing comes the same way. Acts 14:8-10 tells about the crippled man in 
Lystra. The man was crippled in his feet and he was lame from birth. While Apostle Paul 
was preaching, he looked right at this man and saw (spiritually) that he had faith to be 
healed. 

Paul did 3 things: 

He preached the gospel, 

He perceived that the man had the faith to be healed 

And then he told him to rise up and walk — which he did. 

The man did 3 things: 

He heard Paul speak the gospel 

He had faith to be healed 

He obeys Paul’s command, leaped up and walked. 

As soon as the “light” comes, (hears the word), faith is there. Heb. 11:1 says: “What is 
faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the 
certainty that what we hoped for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up 
ahead.” 

Faith, is grasping the unrealities of hope, and bringing them into the realm of reality. 
Faith grows out of the word of God; faith gives you the assurance that when you ask for 
something in prayer (believing) you will have it. 

You have to “Believe” you have it, and then you will get it. 


3 Or “salvation is not of yourselves” 
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You may say that God’s word is good, but you'll never really know until you have tested 
it, acted on it and reaped the results of it. 


So, faith is giving substance to the things hoped for. 
“Hope” says I'll have it sometime. “Faith” says I’ll have it NOW! 


It is “heart faith” that receives from God. [Mark 11:22,24] In reply Jesus said to His 
disciples. “If you only have faith in God - this is the absolute truth - you can say to this 
Mount of Olives. “Rise up and fall into the Mediterranean” and your command will be 
obeyed. All that’s required is that you really believe and have no doubt. Listen to me! 
You can pray for anything and if you believe, you have it; it’s yours!” 


If God’s word says it’s so, then it’s so; it is mine; I have it now! 
Faith says I have it when I can’t see it. 
You have to take the step of believing, to come to the place or point of knowing. 


The “having” comes after the ‘believing’. You have to believe you have got it, before you 
receive it. 


Your faith must be in what God says — believing the right things, brings right results. 


Proverbs 4:20-22 says: “Listen son of mine, to what I say. Listen carefully. Keep these 
thoughts ever in your mind; let them penetrate deep within your heart, for they will 
mean real life for you, and radiant health”. 


We must keep looking at what the word says; so - if God’s word says he heard and 
answered your prayer, then if that word doesn’t depart from before your eyes, then you 
are going to see yourself, with what you prayed for. 


You must get your mind firmly on the answer, constantly affirm it, (even if the face of 
evidence is to the contrary), that God has heard your prayer, because the word says 
so!!! 

Do not base your faith on what you feel, or what you see, but on what God’s word says!!! 
You can lose every time with wrong thinking, wrong believing and wrong talking. 
Therefore, real faith in God just simply says about one’s self what the word says. 


Therefore, we must meditate in the word, dig deeply into it, and feed upon it; and the 
word then becomes a part of ourselves. 


**** SO, FAITH COMES BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD! 


Part 2: WHAT FAITH IS: 

Key Scripture: Hebrews 11:1 says: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen”. 

Faith is NOW! And says I'll have it NOW! And I proclaim: I have it now! 

God never fails; Jesus Christ never fails. 

God doesn’t change, and you know that prayer doesn’t change God; prayer changes 
things. 

Therefore, if you pray and you don’t receive, then YOU must start changing. 

We can’t substitute “Hope” for “Faith” and get answers from God. 

Anything which points or looks to the future in HOPE and not Faith. 

So long as you hope, what you are hoping for will never materialise, or come into being. 
But the moment you start believing, it will work. 

Now FAITH is present tense. 

But beware of the enemy - any doubt or discouragement is from him and not from God. 
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The best way to get along with the devil, is to just completely ignore him. 

Faith is the substance of things hoped for. 

Faith is the evidence of things not (yet) seen. 

Faith is of the heart, not of the head. 

Faith acts on the word of God; you turn your faith loose by saying what you believe. 


It doesn’t matter how much faith you have; what matters, is putting your faith into 
ACTION, and then you will get results. 


Here is an illustration of what faith is: The story in Luke chapter 5, about the paralysed 
man who was brought to Jesus by his 4 friends. They could not get in where Jesus was, 
so they went up onto the roof and lowered him down by ropes in front of Jesus. 


Jesus saw their faith - all 5 of them. Jesus told the man to take up his bed and walk. 
And he did! At first, he wasn’t any better; but when he put his faith into action, he 
received his healing. 


When we act on God’s word, we will receive. Faith is acting on the Word of God. 
Faith is an action word!!! 


Here is a little formula for faith that can work for you. 


There are 4 certain or sure steps to deliverance, healing, answered prayers, or whatever 
it is you are seeking from God. 


Have God’s word for it (the specific scripture(s)) 
Believe God’s Word 

Do not consider the opposite or negative circumstances 
Proclaim it and give praise to God. 


Be careful that your faith is not based upon your feelings, because then you will just be 
using your “natural human faith”, and you can’t get spiritual results with “human faith”. 


We must develop Abraham’s kind of faith and not Thomas’ kind of faith, who would not 
believe unless he was able to put his own hands into the scars on Jesus’ body. 


We don’t have to get Abraham’s faith — we have it already. 
God’s word comes first; faith in God’s word second, and “feelings” last. 


We walk by faith, not by sight, when it comes to all spiritual things; answers to prayer, 
baptism in the Holy Spirit, or healings, etc. 


Part 3: WHAT IT MEANS TO BELIEVE WITH THE HEART 


Key Scriptures: Romans: 10:10 says: “For with the heart man believes unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession (of that belief) is made unto 
salvation”. 

Jesus said in Mark 11:23. “For verily I SAY unto you, that whosoever shall SAY_ unto 
this mountain, be removed and cast in to the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart; but 
Shall believe that those things he SAYS shall come to pass; he shall have what he SAYS”. 
In 1 Cor. 14:14 it says: “For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prays, but my 
understanding is unfruitful”. 

Therefore, your spirit is not your mind. When you pray “in the spirit” it is the spirit part 
(the soul) which is praying, not the mind or the body. 

The “infilling of the Holy Spirit” is not a physical experience, but a spiritual experience. 
In Rom. 12: 1-2 the Lord says we are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, and to 
get our minds renewed with the Word of God. 
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This is something “we have to do”, not God. God gives you eternal life, God offers you 
His spirit, but God doesn’t do anything with your body. That’s up to us, we have to make 
that decision and act upon it. 


The spirit of man is the heart of man. 


Jesus Christ was God, manifested in the flesh, living in a human body, as an example to 
all of us, as to how we should live our lives and how we should interact: 


With God the Father, and God, the Holy Spirit 
With our parents 

With our children 

With other believers 

With non-believers, and 

Even with our enemies 


We have to recognise that “spiritual bodies” have arms and eyes, and ears, and all the 
features that the physical body has. 


It is the spirit of man that contacts God, because God is a spirit; so are angels. Angels 
have a form or spirit body 


After His resurrection, Jesus now has a physical body - a flesh and bone body, not a 
flesh and blood body. 


Jesus with his physical body is now in heaven. 


The inward man, our spirit is called the “hidden man”; he’s hidden to the physical or 
natural man [refer Rom. 7:22] 


Therefore, to believe God with your heart, means to believe God with your spirit, or the 
inner man. 


You don’t understand the bible with your head, but it is spiritually understood. 


You understand it with your heart, and that’s the reason you can read certain chapters 
and certain verses over 100, or even 1000 times and still never understand them; you 
just don’t get their meaning. 


You have to depend upon the Holy Spirit to unveil, to reveal and to unfold the Word, so 
you get its spiritual value and meaning. 


Our spirit becomes filled with assurance and confidence as we meditate in and upon 
God’s word. 


The word is spirit and “faith food”. 
The word is the food that builds up the spirit within us. 
Therefore, to believe with all our hearts, is to believe with our spirit. 


If we want to “walk by faith”, the Word must be superior to everything else, and anything 
else, even our knowledge. 


God’s word works for you, irrespective of whoever you are. 
Believing with your heart, is independent of your “sense knowledge” 


Part 4: HOW TO TURN YOUR FAITH LOOSE 


Key Scriptures: Romans: 10:10 says: “For with the heart man believes unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession (of that belief) is made unto 
salvation”. 

Jesus said in Mark 11:23. “For verily I SAY unto you, that whosoever shall SAY 
unto this mountain, be removed and cast in to the sea; and shall not doubt in 
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his heart; but shall believe that those things he SAYS shall come to pass; he 
shall have what he SAYS". 


With the mouth, confession is made unto salvation. There are four (4) kinds of 
confessions spoken of in the New Testament. 


First: The teaching of John the Baptist and Jesus, teaching confession of sins to the 
Jews. 


Second: The confession of the sinner today. 
Third: The believer’s confession of his sins when he is out of fellowship with God. 
Fourth: Confessing of our faith in the Word of God. 


Romans 10:9 says: - if thou shall confess with thy mouth - this is the real confession 
that the sinner makes. 


He has served Satan and he is guilty of one sin — that of rejecting Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. 


He must let Jesus dominate every part of his daily life. 
Confessing the Lordship of Jesus Christ is the very heart of the Gospel. 


There must be a vocal confession and the lips must form the words for the “faith 
power” to be released. 


With the mouth, confession is made unto .... This is the confession that the sinner is to 
make, and it must be a public confession; 


A public confession is a break with the world, changing our Lordship and defining our 
position. [Ref. Matt. 10: 32-33] 


The believer must be willing to forgive himself, just as the Father in Heaven is willing to 
forgive him. 

In Mark 11:23, Jesus mentions believing just one time, and saying three times. 

You have to say with your mouth what you believe, for what you are saying to work for 
you. 

Right thinking, right believing, and right confessing are most important. 
Confess: means to own and to put faith into something. 

Confessing is actually three things: 

First: It is affirming something we believe. 

Second: It is testifying of something that we know. 

Thirdly: it is witnessing for a truth that we have that we have (already) claimed. 

Our Confession centres around five (5) basic things: 

What God in Christ has wrought for us in the great plan of redemption? 


What God, through the Word and the Holy Spirit has wrought in us in the new birth and 
the infilling of the Holy Spirit. 


What we are to God the Father, in Christ Jesus. 


What Jesus is doing for us right now at the right hand of the father, where He is 
continually making intercession for us. 


What God can do through us, or what His Word will do through our lips. 


God only move in line and in accordance with His Word. He has magnified His Word 
above His name. 


God works through us, but His word passing through our lips. 
You will find that your confession of faith will cause God to work in your behalf. 
There is no faith without confession; faith grows with your confession. 
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Your confession does several things to you: 

It locates you in God 

It fixes the landmarks of your life 

You can have what you say - whether unbelief, or belief. 
It mightily affects your spirit ~ your inner man. 

It states that you are in Christ. 


To find out who you are in Christ, go through the Epistles looking for the phrases: “In 
Him”, “In whom”, “In Christ”. 


Write these scriptures down that have these phrases in them, and then claim them for 
yourself. 


These scriptures state “Who you are” and “what you have”. 


Faith never grows beyond your confession; your DAILY confession of what the Father is 
to you, or what Jesus is doing for you now, of what His mighty Holy Spirit is doing in 
you, will build a solid, positive faith life. 


You will not be afraid of any circumstances or any diseases, or of any conditions. 
You will face life fearlessly, being MORE THAN a Conqueror. 
Faith’s confessions create reality. 


When you pray, you trust and be confident that it is granted to you; then you say “It’s 
mine, I have it now”. [Not tomorrow —- but now!!!] 


Beware! Confession of Satan’s ability to hinder you and keep you from success, gives 
the devil dominion over you; either give God dominion, or you give Satan dominion. You 
must choose!!! 


But God has not given you a spirit of fear, but of power and of love, and of a sound 
mind. 


Fear is something that is coming from outside of you (not inside), trying to get hold of 
you. 


But you have the spirit of power, and when you confess it, it begins to dominate you 
[Ref. 2 Tim. 1:7] 


When fear comes, say: “Fear, I resist you in the name of Jesus Christ; I refuse to be 
afraid”. 


Beware! Do not confess your doubts, or your fears, but confess who you are and what 
you are in the word, you will then rise above any Satanic influence every single time. 
You must practise God’s word for it to work!!! 

Resisting the Devil. James 4:7 says: “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” 


Here is how you can resist the devil and have your daily deliverance from the devil's big 
D’s, all of which can be brought on by a fearful frame of mind. 


Detect the devil’s devices 
Disagree with the devil, by agreeing with God. 
Use the name of Jesus. “In My name they shall cast out devils”. [Mark 16:17] 


Boldly quote the Word of God. “And they overcame him by the blood of the lamb, and 
the words of their testimony”. [Rev. 12:11] 


The Devil's D’s. 


DEFEAT: Wo, in all things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. 
[Rom. 8:37] 


DISEASES: "Bless the Lord .... Who heals all your diseases” [Ps. 103:3]. 


Page 59|118 


DISCOURAGEMENT: “Fear not, neither be discouraged”. [Deut. 1:21] 


DISTRESS: "What shall then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” [Rom. 8:31] 


DEBTS: “But my God shall supply all your needs, according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus”. [Phil. 4:19] 


DISHEARTENMENT: "Delight thyself also in the Lord and He shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart”. Ps. 37:4] 


DESOLATION: "None of them that trust in Him shall be desolate”. [Ps. 34:22] 


DESTRUCTION: "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and kill, and destroy; Iam come 
that they may have life, and that they might have it more abundantly”. [Jn. 10:10] 


DEVOURING: “Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom 
he can devour; whom resist steadfast in the faith”. [1 Pet. 5:8-9] 


DISAPPOINTMENT: “And we know that all things work together for good, to them that 
love God, to them who are called according to His (plan) and (according to) His purpose.” 
[Rom. 8:28] 


DISHONESTY: "We have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty”. [2 Cor. 4:2] 


DISSENSION: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for the brethren to dwell 
together in unity.” [Ps. 133:1] 


DESPONDENCY: "Rejoice, in the Lord always; and again, I say rejoice.” [Phil. 4:4] 


DOUBT: “Neither be ye of doubtful mind”. [Lu. 12:29], “I believe God, that it shall be 
even as it was told to me”. [Acts 27:5] 


Part 5: SEVEN STEPS TO THE HIGHEST KIND OF FAITH 

To know the integrity of the Word of God, and to know that this Word is actually what 
it declares itself to be. [Ref. Heb. 4:12] 

The Word of God is a living thing, but it only will come alive to you as you accept it and 
act upon it. 

The Word of God is God speaking to us; it’s just as though the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
was here, in person, speaking to us. 


To know the actual reality of our redemption in Christ — not as a doctrine, or a philosophy, 
or creed of some kind; but as an actual redemption out of the authority of Satan. 


As Christians, we have been born into the very family of God [Ref. Col. 1:12-14] 


The blood of Jesus is the basis of our victory, but you have to add your testimony, and 
your confession to it. [Ref. Rev. 12:11] 


You have to stand your ground, and tell the enemy this fact, by you confession. 
By virtue of your new birth, you have been translated into the kingdom of His Dear Son. 


Thank God there is power in the blood!!! Satan's dominion over us as new creatures in 
Christ is ended! 


We are the Body, Christ is the Head, the Church is the Body and Christ is the Head. 
We have dominion and authority over Satan, through the blood of Jesus Christ. 


You are the custodian of your body; you glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are the Lord’s. 


To know the reality of the new creation. 


We were created in Christ Jesus, when he was re-created after he has been made a “sin 
substitute” for us. 
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Today, we have in our spirits the very life and nature of God. 
God is your very own Father, and you are His very own child. 


You have as much freedom and fellowship with the Father, as Jesus had in Hid earthly 
walk, because He loves you even as He loved Jesus. [Jn. 17:23] 


We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus [Eph. 2:10] 

The believer is called righteousness, light; I am a believer, I am righteous, and I am 
light. 

The church is Christ and we are the Body of Christ. 

To know the reality of our righteousness in Christ 

Righteousness means: rightness, or right standing. 

It is a gift; a gift is something that’s received now. [Rom. 5:17] 


Everyone of God’s dear children has the righteousness and the same standing with God. 
(With God we are all equal, no-one is better than another; God has no favourites). 


God Himself has become my righteousness; I am the righteousness of God in Him. 
We become the righteousness of God in Christ, when we are born again. 


For He hath made Him sin for us, who knew no sins; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. [2 Cor. 5:21] 


We are what He says we are; and we have what He says we have; and we can do what 
He says we can do! 


We can stand in His presence without any sense of guilt, condemnation, or inferiority. 
It’s the truth that sets you free!!! 

To know the reality of the indwelling Spirit. [1 Jn. 4:4] 

We need to become God “inside-minded”. 


God Himself, in the person of the Holy Spirit indwells us. (He lives, inside of us ~ isn’t 
that awesome?),. 


In every crisis of life, we need to say: “J am a conqueror; I’m more than a victor; the 
Creator dwell in me; Praise God, He can put me over; He can make me a success; I cant 
fail; if I put my complete trust in Him”. I remember, He has promised me a way of 
escape! 

We are the fruit-bearing part of Christ; by bearing fruits of righteousness. 


The fruits of righteousness are: casting our devils, healing the sick; and doing the same 
works that Jesus did when He was here upon the earth. 


You have in you, ready for use, all the power, all of everything you’re ever going to need, 
to be an over-comer. 


We need to begin to believe what the Bible says and begin to confess what God’s Word 
says. 

Then He will rise up in us and give illumination to our minds and direction to our spirit 
and health to our bodies, and help in every way and aspect of our lives. 


The Holy Spirit is a gentleman. He leads, guides, prompts, urges, or He will give you a 
gentle push — but He will never force you to do anything. 


He won’t do anything until you put Him to work for you. 

The Holy Spirit is sent to be your helper, not you “enforcer”. 

To know the reality of our fellowship with the Father God. 

The very reason for redemption is fellowship. 

Fellowship is the very mother of faith; it is the parent of joy; it is the source of all victory. 
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People wear themselves out because they are trying to carry themselves without God’s 
help. 


To know the authority of the Name of Jesus. 


God has given us the “power of attorney” to use the Name of Jesus; this means we have 
the power over all Satanic forces. 


The Name of Jesus has full authority on this earth. 


It’s not a problem of faith, but a problem of Knowing your legal rights in Christ, and 
using the Name of Jesus. 


You need to know what belongs to you and then do what that Word says to do. 
If you don’t use the authority, (the Name of Jesus) it won’t work! 


PART 6: SIX BIG HINDRANCES TO FAITH 
The real reason for lack of faith, is a lack of knowledge of God’s Word [Ref. 
Hosea 4:6] 


Lack of understanding of what it means to be a new creation, or what the new creation 
means. [2 Cor. 5:17] 


We are new creatures, created by God in Christ Jesus. 

We have the very life and nature of God in our spirits. 

We are children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. 
Lack of understanding of our place in Christ, and Christ’s place in our lives. 
We need to say who we are (in Christ) and what we have (in Christ). 

Lack of understanding of righteousness, what it gives, and what it is. 

This point holds more people in bondage than anything else. 

The effectual prayer of a righteous man availeth much [James 5:16] 


God imputed righteousness to those whose sins have been covered by the blood. This 
means that all “born again’ believers have “God imputed righteousness” available for 
them to claim. 


Lack of understanding of our privilege or right to use the Name of Jesus. 

Every believer has authority over demons and evil spirits, in the Name of Jesus. 

Lack of understanding about “acting” upon the Word of God. 

We need to stop trying, and start acting. Faith is an “Action Word”. 

We need to trust in the Lord and lean not on our own understanding. 

Lack of understanding that we are to hold fast to our confession of faith. [ Heb. 4:14] 


Faith is measured by our confession; our usefulness in the Lord is measured by our 
confession(s). 


We will become what we confess. 


There is a confession of our hearts and a confession of our lips; when these two 
harmonize, we become mighty in our prayer life. 


You are what you say. 
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PART 7: THE GOD KIND OF FAITH 


The God kind of faith, is the kind of faith which a man believes in his heart and says with 
his mouth (what he believes in his heart), and it comes to pass. An example of this is 
found in Mark 11:12-14 and 20-21, when Jesus sees a fig tree with no figs on it (hoping 
to eat one) and curses the fig tree; the next morning the trees has withered and died. 


Whatsoever things you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you 
will have them! [Mark 11:24] 


Every believer has a measure of the God-kind of faith; he receives it through hearing 
the Word; then he uses it to create the “reality” of salvation in his own life. 

God saved you when Jesus died for you and rose from the dead nearly 2,000 years ago. 
But your salvation only became a reality to you, when you believed it and you confessed 
it. 

When you came to the place where you will willingly and gladly praise God for what He 
has done, and believe and confess it, then (and only then) will the manifestation of your 
salvation come. 


Defeat and failure do not belong to the child of God; we are created in Christ Jesus. 
Words filled with faith are the most powerful things in this entire world. 


The key to overcoming anything, is believing with the heart and confessing with the 
mouth. 


Refuse to put negative thoughts into words, so that they die unborn. 


Remember; you have what you say - either positive, or negative. Learn to put your 
heart into gear before you open your mouth. 


There are two things to notice about God's kind of faith: 

First; a man believes in his heart. 

Second, he believes in his words. 

To get God to work for you, you have to believe in your own words. 


PART 8: CONFESSION BRINGS POSSESSION 


Faith grows by freeing it and exercising it. 
The Word of God has to become part of our daily speech and part of our daily conduct. 
As your faith grows, then you begin to possess your rights in Christ. 


Count it all joy when you fall into divers (various) temptations; start praising God with 
gusto, and while you are doing this praising, all symptoms of what is bothering you, will 
leave you. 


Believing is possessing. 

When you confess something, your confession creates the reality of it in your heart. 
Then God acts upon your spirit and recreates you. 

One: you believe, Two: you confess, Three: it comes into being. 

Don’t go be feelings; stand firm upon the Word of God and be persistent. 


For example: If you develop the symptoms of a cold, laugh at the devil, and command 
the author of the disease to leave your body, in the Name of Jesus. 


When you confess boldly, then and only then will you possess it. 
Make your lips do the work; give the Word its place, and side with it. 
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The Word declares that your are healed; thank the father for your healing, and praise 
Him for it because your healing is a fact. 


Another example: If you say you don’t have money, you are confessing a lack. 
Confess plenty, and you will have plenty. 


Confession of LACK and SICKNESS shuts God out of your life, and lets Satan in, thereby 
honouring Satan and robbing God of His glory. 


I possess what I confess: 

I confess Jesus Christ as my Lord [Rom. 10:9-10]; I possess salvation 

I confess that “with His stripes I am healed” [Is. 53:5]; I possess healing. 

I confess that the Son has made me free [Jn. 8:36]; I possess absolute freedom. 


I confess that “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost [Rom. 
5:5]; I possess the ability to love everyone. 


I confess that “the righteous are as bold as a lion” [Prov. 28:1]; I possess lion-hearted 
boldness in spiritual warfare against the devil. 


I confess that “he hath said, I will never leave you nor forsake thee” [Heb. 13:5]; I 
possess the presence of God each and every step of my way. 

I confess that “I am redeemed of the Lord” [Ps.107:2]; I possess redemption benefits 
every day. 

I confess that the anointing of the Holy One abides in Me [1 Jn. 2:27]; I possess yoke- 
destroying results by His anointing. 


I confess that in the Name of Jesus I can cast out devils [ Mk. 16:17]; I possess the 
authority for dynamic deliverances. 


I confess that I can lay hands on the sick and they will recover. [ Mk. 16:18]; I possess 
healing power for those oppressed by sickness. 


I confess that my God shall supply all my needs [Phil. 4:19]; I will lack for nothing, since 
I possess God’s abundant supply. 


PART 9: ACTIONS THAT CORRESPOND WITH FAITH 


One of the greatest mistakes many believers make, is to confess their faith in the Word 
of God, and at the same time, contradict their confessions by wrong actions. 

Your actions have to correspond with your believing and your confessions, in order to 
receive from God. 


The only way to trust in the Lord; is to trust in His word, irrespective of the situation, or 
the circumstances. 


Another mistake of many believers, is that of carrying their burdens - not giving them 
over to God. 


We are admonished to cast all our cares and burdens upon Him. Then it says He will 
direct our paths. 


You may be praying about your problems, but you'll be defeated if you continue to carry 
your burdens; turn them over to the Lord. 


Remember to turn every problem over to His care. 
Learn to put God to work for you — he wants to work on your behalf. 


Your worst enemy is your flesh; that and “natural human reasoning”. These 2 will limit 
you to your own abilities — it will put God out of the picture. 


The language of doubt, the flesh, the senses, and the devil, is: “I Can’t!!!” 
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But the language of faith says: I can do all things in Him that strengthens me. 
I can’t be conquered or defeated, from the spiritual standpoint. 

I have God’s wisdom, strength, and ability in me. 

Wrap yourselves in the promises of God. 

The ability of God is mine; that’s faith speaking. 


PART 10: HOW TO HAVE WHAT YOU SAY BY WRITING YOUR 
OWN TICKET WITH GOD 


You can have what you say. 


In Mark 5:25-34 we have the story of the woman who believed her internal blood flow 
would be stopped if she could just touch Jesus’ garment as he was walking by. 


She believed, she touched his garment, and she was made whole. 
She SAID; she DID; she RECEIVED. 

Her faith made her whole. 

You can have whatsoever you say. [Mark 11:23] 


We fail sometimes, because we get ready to fail; we prepare for failure; instead of 
preparing for God to give us what we Say. 

Your time with God, and time with men, are two different things; similarly, God’s timing 
is not man’s timing. 

Here is how to write your own ticket with God. 


Put the following four principles into operation, and you will always receive whatever you 
want from Jesus or the Father. 


NUMBER 1: Say it; The woman in Mark 5:28 said: “If I may touch his (Jesus’) garment, 
I shall be whole”. 


There is a “God-ward” side and a “man-ward” side to every battle, to every victory, to 
everything that we receive from God. 


According to what you say, you shall receive. 

The woman in Mark 5:28 spoke “positively.” 

NUMBER 2: Do it: She did it; she touched His clothes. 

NUMBER 3: Receive it: she felt in her body that she was healed. 


NUMBER 4: Tell it: You have to say some things in faith BEFORE you ever receive from 
God. People say the wrong thing because they believe the wrong thing. 


If you talk right and believe right, you will get to the top. 
God will do everything you believe Him to do. 


PART 11: DOUBT - THE THIEF OF GOD’S GREATER 
BLESSINGS 


Lack of faith, or little faith, are all from doubt. 

In the book of Matthew, 14:22-31, is the story about the disciples crossing the Sea of 
Galilee, while Jesus was ashore praying. In the 4" watch of the night, Jesus went to His 
disciples, walking on the water. And Peter asked the Lord to bid him to come out onto 
the water, which He did. But when Peter took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the waves 
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(his surroundings), he began to sink. Jesus saved him, and Jesus said: “O ye of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 


As soon as Peter began to doubt, he began to sink. 

Peter got his eyes on the circumstances (his surroundings), not on Jesus. 

Faith is acting upon the Word, irrespective of the circumstances. 

In Matthew 17:14-20, is the story of the lunatic who was brought to Jesus’ disciples to 
be prayed for, but they could not deliver him of his afflictions. Then the disciples asked 


Jesus why they couldn’t cast out the demons, and Jesus answered: because of their 
unbelief. (Because of their doubt). 


If you have faith, the size of a tiny mustard seed, you can command a mountain to be 
removed and it will; for nothing shall be impossible to you. [Mt. 17:20] 


If you do not doubt, but believe that those things that you say, shall come to pass, you 
shall have whatsoever you said. [Mk. 11:23-24] 


In each of the two examples above, doubt caused them to receive SOMETHING LESS 
THAN THE BEST GOD HAD FOR THEM. 


In each case the Lord rebuked their unbelief, or their doubt. 

God’s highest and His best was available for them to receive by their faith - His best!!! 
But they blew it, because of their doubt and unbelief. 

Faith is acting upon the Word. 

Many times, miracles have begun, but they haven’t been completed because the person 


began to look at the circumstances, or symptoms; the person got his eyes off Jesus and 
the Word of God. 


Doubt and fear go hand in hand; but faith and love go hand in hand. 

The Bible says that “perfect love” casts out fear. 

Faith gets the job done. 

It is hard to pray for the sick, when you have someone nearby speaking unbelief. 

What bothers people is a lack of faith, not a lack of power. 

Power is released (manifested) through faith. 

Healing is a mighty gift that God has provided for us, and it takes faith to maintain your 
healing. 

Doubt is robbing spirit-filled believers of the best that God has for them; they have the 
power — but they are not using it! 

So, are you ready to quit doubting and start acting; to quit trying and start doing it? 


PART 12: HOW TO TRAIN THE HUMAN SPIRIT 

Your spirit can be educated, just as your mind can be; it can be built up in strength, just 
as the body can be built up. 

Following are four (4) rules which can accomplish this: 

It comes by meditation of God’s Word. 

We must realise the value and necessity of quiet meditation. 

To meditate means to reflect (Selah), to ponder, to consider, and to dwell in thought. 


Through meditation, the Word of God will become meaningful and real to you, and the 
Holy Spirit will use this time to apply the Word of God to you own life and its problems. 


It comes by practising the Word. 
Practising the Word means, being a DOER of the Word. 
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You can’t be a DOER of the Word and continue to talk UNBELIEF. 


The devil's greatest weapon is the power of suggestion and/or deception, so — 
BEWARE !!! 


To give the Word first place in your life. [Prov. 4:20-22]. 

To instantly obey the voice of our spirit. 

The human spirit has a voice, and it is called our conscience. 

Sometimes we call it intuition, or our “inner voice”. 

The world calls it a “hunch”. 

But really, it is your spirit talking to you. 

When you are born again, your human spirit is reborn. 

Learn to obey your spirit. 

Your spirit has the “life nature of God in it”, for the Holy Spirit dwells within you. 
The devil can’t give you information because he’s not in you, but outside of you. The 
devil can only gain access when you let him in. 

Your conscience is a safe guide; God will use your spirit to guide you. 

The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord; God will use your spirit to enlighten you. 


Learn to obey the voice of your spirit; you won’t get there quickly, but eventually you” 
know in your spirit what you should do; you'll get a “Yes” or a “No”. 


Moses encounters Jesus at the Burning Bush 


We are told that the Old Testament is a shadowed picture of what will take place in the 
New Testament, so it is important that we do not gloss over these stories, because they 
have a physical and spiritual significance for us in the Age of the Gentiles ~ Yes, in the 
New Testament today. 


In Exodus chapter 3, Moses encountered the burning bush on the slopes of Mount Horeb, 
and saw the burning bush, but also observed that the flame was not burning away the 
leaves of the tree, so he went to investigate this strange sight. 


Later in the Old Testament, we see that God makes His presence known to the Hebrews 
as they wandered in the desert, as a cloud by day and a fire by night. 


When God’s presence was amongst them, it did not burn up the forest, or the animals, 
or the people that were present in that place on the earth. This clearly shows that God 
Almighty can control what happens when He appears as a fire, it does not necessarily 
mean death and/or destruction. 


In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, made His presence 
known by fire hovering over the house in Jerusalem, as recorded in Acts chapter 2, and 
then descending as tongues of fire on the heads of all of the 120 people who were present 
in the upper room. They did not get burned up either, but received the Holy Spirit’s 
anointing, power and direction. It became a fire burning within them to spread the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 

As Moses approached the burning bush, He heard a voice coming out of the fire, telling 
him not to come any closer, and to take off His shoes, because the place where was 
standing was holy ground. We know that the voice was in fact Jesus in his spiritual form, 
and now we have the questions; 

Why did Jesus tell Moses to take off His shoes? 

I believe that the reason was because there was probably sheep’s dung on his shoes, 
and God did not want the evil and impurities of this world, to pollute a holy place ~ 
remember, “the ground upon which you stand is holy”. 


Page 67 |118 


Even today in eastern cultures, they take their shoes off BEFORE they come inside the 
church, because they believe that “where two or three are gathered, Jesus is there in 
their midst” and hence the place is “holy”. Sadly, western cultures do not have that same 
revelation about holiness, or taking scripture literally like this. 


Why did Moses hide his face from God? 
It also says that Moses fell face down onto the ground, hiding his face. 


I believe it was because He had been told by his father-in-law, (Ruel Ex. 2:19) Jethro 
(Ex. 3:1), the Priest of Midian, that anyone who saw the face of God would die. 


But we now know that this is not the case. God talked face-to-face with Moses many 
times in the forty years that he was leading the Hebrews in the wilderness, and he did 
not die ~ but his face glowed from being in the presence of God Almighty. 


Moses’ staff 


Jesus tells Moses that He is going to send him back into Egypt to speak to Pharaoh and 
tell him to “Let MY people go”! 


Moses is unsure that the Hebrews in Egypt will believe that God has really spoken to 
him, and has sent him back to Egypt, to lead His people out of Egypt and into the 
Promised Land, just like He had promised to their forefathers. 


Jesus tells Moses to throw his staff down onto the ground. When he does it turns into a 
venomous snake and Moses runs from it. Then Jesus tells him to pick it up by the tail. 
He does and it turns back into a staff once again. 


Now I don’t know about you, but I don’t like snakes, having stepped on one when I was 
a child, and I was off like a rocket running away from it ~ just like Moses. 


Now, if I had been told by my father, (or Jesus for that matter) to go and pick up the 
snake by the tail, I am not sure that I would have obeyed. 


This was a test of faith for Moses. He had to look beyond what he saw in the physical 
realm (a venomous snake) and believe that Jesus was more powerful than the snake, 
and that in obeying God’s commands he would not come to any harm. 


The snake was a symbol of Satan’s power, but it was also the symbol of Pharaoh’s power 
in Egypt. In getting Moses to perform this action, Jesus was showing Moses that God’s 
power was Superior to the power of any earthly ruler. When Moses reached down and 
took the snake by the tail, the power of the snake was reduced to nothing, because it 
was trapped inside the staff. 

The cloak; 

The next test was that Jesus told Moses to put his arm inside his cloak and then remove 
it. When Moses did this, it came out completely covered in Leprosy. 

In those times to have leprosy meant complete isolation, to be an outcast, no longer 
allowed to enter the sanctuary to worship God Almighty, no longer able to work with 
others, or even go shopping in the local market, or trade with passing caravans. 

A leper had to shout out his presence, “UNCLEAN”, so that others could get out of his 
way, because there was widespread fear that leprosy was contagious, just by being in 
the presence of a leper. 

Even though Moses had been a Prince of Egypt, leprosy showed that he was an outcast, 
a person outside of God’s immediate presence and attention. There was no eternal hope 
for him to enter heaven; he was doomed! 

Then Jesus tells Moses to put his hand inside the cloak and retrieve it once again, but 
this time, it came out completely clean ~ as if the leprosy had never been there at all. 
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Here again Jesus is showing Moses that God’s power is so great that He can heal all 
manner of sickness and disease. 


This is fact was one of the statements that Jesus claimed as part of His ministry here on 
the earth. “I have come to heal ALL manner of sickness and disease, and to heal all those 
who are oppressed by the evil one.” 


Now can you imagine the reaction of Zipporah (his wife) when Moses comes back to the 
tent and starts to tell everyone present this story? He gets to the part where he takes 
his hand out of his cloak and it shows signs of leprosy and she yells at him; “Are you 
trying to kills us all? You bring your cloak back into our tent which has been in contact 
with leprosy, so it can infect me and our children and my father and sisters? Are you 
crazy? Take off all of your clothes so I can burn them, so the infection does not spread 
to us.” 


Moses then goes on to explain that Jesus told him to put his hand back into his cloak 
again and when He pulled it out it was perfectly healed, as it there had never been any 
leprosy at all. And holding up his arm he says: “See, there is no leprosy”! 


These statements must have taken them by surprise and must have been a discussion 
point well into the night. 


Now with this information clearly directing him back towards Egypt, a messenger comes 
to tell him that the people in Egypt who wanted to kill him have all died, so he can now 
go back to Egypt. 


Forty years before he had fled Egypt as a Prince of Egypt, accused of murdering an 
Egyptian slave supervisor, but now Moses was returning as a Hebrew messenger, on an 
assignment from God Almighty Himself. 


When He returns it is to a different Pharaoh, but one who knows of his past. 


When Moses proclaims that God Almighty, the maker of the heavens and the earth has 
sent him with a message for Pharaoh, it is not received with gusto, because Jesus has 
already told Moses that Pharaoh’s heart will be hardened to any news or miracles, and 
will refuse to “Let MY people go”! 


When Moses throws down the rod it turns into a Cobra snake, but this is quickly 
countered by Pharaoh’s magicians, who throw down their rods and they also turn into 
snakes. 


But then the first miracle takes place. The Cobra (the staff of God’s servant) eats up all 
of the other snakes, removing their power, because Pharaoh’s magicians don’t get their 
rods back ~~ they have been trapped in “the Rod of God’s servant”. 


Then God tells Moses to pour out water ~ and all the water in Egypt (used by the 
Egyptians) turns into blood, ~ but the water used by the Hebrews in Goshen remains 
clear, clean and unaffected. 


Throughout history, water is a sign of life and in the Book of Revelation the prophecy 
states that there will be a war on the earth and Israel shall be covered in blood up to the 
depth of a horse’s shoulder. This war will affect those who follow evil, who have the mark 
of the beast upon their hands, or their foreheads. But those who are righteous, who have 
the mark of Jesus Christ within their hearts, shall not be affected, and Jesus has promised 
that those of His followers who “endure till the end, shall be saved”. 


In the Book of Revelation, it also says that God will unleash the plagues of Egypt, not 
just on Egypt this time, but upon the whole world, therefore we need to see what 
happened to the people of Egypt during these plagues, because this will affect the whole 
earth ~ this time! So, in this day and age, are you ready for the plagues that God is 
sending upon the earth? 
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Late last year, and early this year, a vast plague of locusts arose out of the continent of 
Africa and crossed over into Saudi Arabia and then mysteriously flew over Israel (without 
landing and causing any destruction) and then landed in Iraq, Iran, Syria, and then into 
Pakistan and India. The plague followed the exact same conditions of the plague of 
locusts in Egypt, at the time of Moses, eating everything in sight. It attacked the 
countries where they worship other gods and “passed over the land of Israel” where they 
worship God Almighty. 

Then late in 2019 and early in 2020, the deadly COVID virus (plague) appeared on the 
scene, killing millions throughout the whole earth. Some say it is another warning about 
the end times, whilst others say it is just “coincidence” that it happened now and it has 
nothing to do with the prophecies of the Book of Revelation. 


Well, for 120 years Noah was telling people it was going to rain, and yet nobody believed 
him either until the rains came and flooded the whole earth ~ but then IT WAS TOO 
LATE! 

Maybe now is the time for pastors to seriously start teaching out of the Book of 
Revelation and making the necessary “corrections” to your churches, as defined 
in Revelation chapters 2 & 3, so that their congregation members can enter 
heaven, as part of the betrothed to become the Bride of Christ. 


The scriptures tell that many believe ~ but few are chosen. Are you fit to be chosen by 
Jesus, to be part of His betrothed, to be taken up to meet Jesus in the clouds and be 
transported into heaven to be part of the bridal ceremony, and become the Bride of 
Christ? 

Do you know the signs which tell us when we move on the timeline out of Revelation 
chapter 3 and then enter into chapter 4? Are you really ready for that move, to become 
changed, to become “In the Image of Jesus Christ”? A new creature, with a glorified 
body, that allows you to walk through walls, to think of a place and immediately, in a 
blink of an eye, you are there. Are you ready to come back with Jesus, to rule and reign 
with Him on this existing earth for 1,000 years and then to be with Him forever on the 
New Earth, where all three parts of the trinity come to dwell, becoming Emmanuel ~ God 
dwelling among us? 
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GO INTO ALL OF THE WORLD AND MAKE DISCIPLES 
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Chapter 1: GOD’S PROMISES FULFILLED 


Throughout the Scriptures, the Word of God gives prophecies of things to come, 
and then gives the confirmation that these events have come to pass. 


1. THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
The Promise: 


John the Baptist was prophesied to be born and to live the life of a Nazarite (Luke 
1:15) as referred to in Numbers 6:2-3, and as recorded in Malachi 3:1 - to 
prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. 

The Confirmation: 


His birth was confirmed to Zacharias, by the angel, who told him to call the boy 
“John”, and Zacharias was made dumb (because of his unbelief) until such time 
as the birth took place. He named the child John and then the dumbness left him. 


2. CHRIST SHALL BE BORN OF A VIRGIN. 
The Promise: 


In the Book of Isaiah Chapter 7, God gives us the promise: “Will you try the 
patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a 
sign: the virgin shall be with child and will give birth to a son and will 
call him Immanuel.” 

The Confirmation: 


In Luke’s Gospel, the birth of Jesus is foretold in Luke 1: 26-38, and in Luke 
chapter two, the birth of Jesus is confirmed by the Angels when they tell the good 
news to the shepherds. 


3. THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL COME - AFTER THE RESURRECTION OF 
JESUS 


The Promise: 


In Joel Chapter 2, the promise of Christ is re-affirmed and in 2:27 it states: ™ 
And ye shall know that I AM in the midst of Israel, and that I AM the Lord 
your God, and none else: and my people shall never be ashamed.” The 
next verse indicates a change in time has taken place. 


Verse 28-29 says: “And it shall come to pass afterwards (this means after 
Jesus has been among the people of Israel) that I will pour out my spirit 
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, your 
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also 
upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days I pour out my 
spirit.” 

John the Baptist confirmed that the Lord would baptise with the Holy Ghost and 
with Fire. Matt 3:11 says: “I indeed baptise you with water unto 
repentance but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and 
with Fire”. 

In Luke 3:16 it says: “ John answered and said unto them: I indeed baptise 
you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
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shoes I am not worthy to unloose; He shall baptise you with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire.” 

Jesus Christ confirmed that this would take place when He told His disciples that 
he would not leave them alone, that they were to wait in Jerusalem for the 
Promise from the Father - the Holy Spirit (the Comforter) (Luke 24:49) and Acts 
1:4 and Acts 1:8. “But ye shall receive power after the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth”. 
The Confirmation 

In chapter 2 of Acts, it is recorded that the 120 in the upper room received this 
promise in its completeness, by receiving the Holy Ghost and by the tongues 
of fire resting on each of them - a purifying fire. 

Because this event caused confusion among those of the public who heard them 
speaking in strange languages, Peter had to teach the people about the promises 
given by Joel, so that the multitudes could also increase their faith and their 
understanding and receive this same blessing of the promise. In Acts 2:38 he 
told them to: 

1. REPENT OF THEIR SINS 

2. BE BAPTISED IN WATER - BY IMMERSION 


< RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


| 


4. THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES GIFTS - AS HE WILLS! 
The Promise and the Fulfilment 


In 1 Cor. 12: 1-11, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are explained and it is clearly 
indicates who decides which gift is to be given to whom and for how long. The 
gifts of the Holy Spirit are given to individuals - chosen by God Himself - so that 
the Body of Christ can grow and become purified and holy. 

In 1 Cor. 13:8-10, it states that “Charity (Love) never fails; but whether 
there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know 
in part, and we prophecy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is in part, shall be done away.” 

Why do the prophecies fail? Because we sometimes prophecy outside our 
levels of faith. 

Why do the tongues cease? Because Paul commanded us to seek a better 
thing - that we all desire to prophecy, so that we can edify, exhort and comfort 
the Body of Christ. 

5. CONFIRMATION OF THE WORD IN THE SCRIPTURE 

In all the Scriptures, the Lord never leaves anything to our imagination. He is not 
a God of confusion, but a God of order, who also gives us a sound mind. In each 
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of the situations I have mentioned above, and in fact throughout the whole Bible, 
the Lord always confirms His statements in more than one place. 


It is true that prophecy and tongues will cease - at some time after Paul wrote 
this letter to the Corinthians - but the question is when? For God to be consistent 
in His Word there must be a Scripture which clearly tells us when this shall 
happen. 


In fact, Paul does not leave us guessing. Paul tells us that Prophecy and Tongues 
will cease when THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME. 


When Jesus comes back to claim his betrothed, when all perfection is with us, we 
will not need to have prophecy or tongues, or Words of Knowledge, because the 
Lord Himself will tell us what we need to hear, because we will have become part 
of His army. 


If people today claim that Prophecy and Tongues have already ceased, 
then it means that Jesus has already come back and that means - we 
have been left behind! 


Chapter 2: FIVE POINTS OF EVANGELISM 


Isaiah 43:19 says: "Behold I will do something new among you; now it shall 
spring forth; will you not be aware of it: I will even make a roadway in the 
wilderness; rivers in the desert; I will do something new." 


The Lord wants to do something new and very exciting right here in the heart of 
you, yes, you! Right here in the seat where you are right now! 


As you continue to read these notes; as the Holy Spirit works in the heart of a 
reborn Christian, pumping new power and enthusiasm through them, so the Lord 
wants to do the same for you , the heart of your soul; so that your whole being can 
be reclaimed for Christ, out of the clutches of the evil one. 


2 Chronicles 7:14 says: "If my people; which are called by my name; shall 
humble themselves; and pray; and seek my face; and turn from their wicked ways; 
then I will hear from heaven: and will forgive their sins: and will heal their land". 
We are Gods' people. We are called "CHRISTIAN" - which means that “we belong 
to Christ”. This Scriptures from the Old Testament is just as important to us today, 
as it was to the nation of Israel. 

We are called to humble ourselves. To get down off our social and religious 
pedestals, and kneel before the Lord, to seek His face, to REPENT OF OUR SINS 
(both individually as Christians, and collectively as the whole Body of Christ) 

The five points of Evangelism are listed below. Without these things being set in 
motion, God cannot, and will not move amongst His people, because God cannot 
contradict His own Word. 

1. REPENT OF OUR SINS 

For too long, Christians have been trying to get into Heaven without fully opening 
their hearts completely to God, so that the blood of Jesus can cleanse them and 
make them whole. Jesus wants to change that today! 
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2. BE YE HOLY AS I AM HOLY 


The Lord wants His church to be Holy, so that the effect of the church is felt in the 
homes, in the workplaces and in the streets. God wants the individual Christians to 
get Satan upset by being holy, just like Jesus did when He walked the earth. When 
this happens Satan and his territorial spirits are put on notice that this is the 
dwelling place of God's people and that Satan and his demons have to leave. 

3. RENEWAL IN THE CHURCH 


Before God can move in the streets, we have to let God move in all of the 
churches. 2. Chronicles 7:14 tells us: "to seek His face". Ephesians Chapter 6 
tells us to put on the full armour of God. In both of these scriptures, God is talking 
to the Church — not to unbelievers! 
In verse chapter 6, verse 18 it tells us: "PRAYING ALWAYS WITH ALL PRAYER 
AND SUPPLICATIONS IN THE SPIRIT, AND WATCHING THEREUNTO WITH 
ALL PERSEVERANCE AND SUPPLICATION FOR ALL THE SAINTS". 
We have to first start with prayers for all the saints. We first have to get the church 
back to full power, as in the days immediately after Pentecost, so that God can 
move with signs and wonder following. 
In the New Testament, the Lord tells us to get into a spiritual battle and pray, so 
that the saints are fully equipped for war against Satan in the spiritual realm. 
Before God can do anything mighty in the world, the church must get back into the 
right way of doing things, that is - according to His Word! 
[His way —- or NO WAY! ] 
Christians can only “PRAY IN THE SPIRIT”; if they have the Holy Spirit 
manifested and operating in their individual lives. 
If you don't have it (the Holy Spirit) working in your life, then you need to "Seek 
His face”, and ask the Lord to give you what is rightfully yours. Acts 2:38 says: - 

a) REPENT OF YOUR SINS 

b) BE BAPTIZED IN WATER 

C) AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 
These three things are all linked together in the same Scripture. You cannot have 
salvation, without receiving the Holy Spirit. If the Spirit of God is not manifested 
and working in your life, you are going around like a car with the handbrake 
permanently on - it restricts the power to the wheels and won't let you perform to 
your full potential YOU NEED TO CHANGE THAT - STARTING RIGHT NOW - 
STARTING TODAY! 
4. REVIVAL IN THE CHURCH 
Church history clearly shows that church revival starts only when people, who 
desire to be closer to God and be used by Him, get down on their knees and 
pray. 
Jesus Himself charged us, each and every Christian with the responsibility to go out 
into the streets, the villages, and the cities and teach the people to become 
disciples, showing them how to live a life, like Jesus lived, as He walked the earth. 
Jesus also told us in Acts 1:8: THAT WE WOULD RECEIVE POWER; WHEN THE 
HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON US; TO BE HIS WITNESSES: 
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Why do we need this power? 

To be His witnesses! 

Can we be His witnesses without this power? NO! 

Without His power operating in our lives, we are operating in the flesh. We are 
doomed to failure. The Scripture says that our bodies are the temple of the Holy 
Ghost. 

In Psalm 127:1, it says: Except the Lord builds the house, they labour in 
vain that build it, except the Lord keep the city; the watchman wakes but 
in vain". 

The “church” of the world cannot do anything positive unless it follows God's laws 
and rules. 

God wants to put revival back into each and every church, which follows His Word, 
right across the nations. The challenge goes out to you today. Are you ready to 
accept that challenge? 

It has been reported in 1995 that over 65,000 people have responded to accept 
Jesus Christ in the UK, through the Christian publication called "FROM MINUS TO 
PLUS". God wants to do more than this in your country. 

HALLELUJAH! Get excited! Get ready! God wants to do it in each and every nation 
on earth - to use each and every one of you! 

God is waiting to release the Spirit of Revival across each nation. But it cannot 
happen unless the Church and the people in it are holy and acceptable vessels that 
the Lord can use. 

Please prayerfully consider what you have just read today. The success of God's 
plan, for this generation rests with you. 


CHAPTER 3: THE CHURCH - A CHANGE IN DIRECTION 


Since the time of the Old Testament Prophets, God Almighty has been calling His 
people back to Himself, through the words, signs and deeds of His Prophets. 

We know from the Scriptures that the people of Israel were a "stiff necked people". 
They did not want to continually follow the Words of the Lord. 

Their attitude to the God who took them out of Egypt was that He was an army 
general, their understanding of God Almighty (Yahweh), was of a person who must 
be obeyed at all times, or suffer the consequences. 

This was only one of the Faces of God Almighty. They did not understand and 
recognize that He has many other faces. 

This is why their sacrifices and worship was not acceptable to Him in some cases, 
because of their inward sins of the heart, and their disobedience, as a nation to 
follow the words of the prophets. 

John the Baptist came to the nation of Israel, with a new message. It focused on 
a new relationship with the God. 

John started to teach the people around him that each individual was as precious 
to God, as the whole nation of Israel. 
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Each individual's sins were an abomination before the Lord, just as much as those 
of the nation of Israel as a whole. 


It was preparing the Way for His coming onto the earth, in physical form, as Jesus 
Christ. 


When Jesus Christ was asked by His disciples about John the Baptist, He answered 
with these words: "What did you go out in the wilderness (desert) to see? A reed 
blowing in the wind? "What did you go out to see then? A man clothed in soft 
garments? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in the house of kings. (Tell 
me) what did you (really) go out to see? A Prophet? Yes, I tell you and one (out of 
the ordinary, an extra ordinary prophet) more eminent, more remarkable and 
superior to any other prophet before him. This is one of whom it is written. Behold 
I send My messenger (Elias) on ahead of You, who shall make ready your Way 
before You. Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen one 
greater than John the Baptist, yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.” 


We have learnt to weigh heavily on the Words of our Lord in the Scriptures. But 
sometimes we fail to understand (or miss) the significance of some of the words 
He spoke to His disciples, or to the crowds, round about Him. 


If I asked you, as a congregation, to identify the most important prophet of the 
Old Testament times, I am sure that I would receive many names of mighty 
prophets. They would probably include: Abraham, Moses, Noah, Elijah, Elisha, 
Isaiah, David, just to name of few of them. 

I would be very surprised if anyone would offer up the name of John the Baptist, 
as the most important prophet of the Old Testament. 

But indeed, he is. Why do I say this? Because in the eyes of God, he was the most 
important; and Jesus Christ confirmed it in His own words. 

If we look at the other prophets I have named, we can identify special things that 
they did, from the Scriptures under obedience to the Lord. 

For instance, Abraham; he left his house freely under the commandment of the 
Lord, to go to a place that the Lord had chosen. His obedience was judged as 
righteousness. 

Moses; was chosen by God in the desert, to go back into Egypt, to free the Jewish 
people, at the end of the 400 years of slavery, as promised in the prophecy to 
Joseph. 

Noah; cried out to God about the sin of the people and why God would not listen 
to him. God protected Noah for his righteousness’ sake and destroyed the whole 
of creation which was in sin and started afresh. 

Elijah; commanded the skies to cease sending rain and for three and a half years, 
and there was no rain upon the earth. 

Elisha; prayed to the Lord to save the Shunamite woman's son and he was revived 
and went on living for many years. 

David; prayed for the salvation of the Jews and from his seed came the Branch - 
the root of Jesse, which was Jesus Christ the Lord. 

So, you say, we know all of these things. What is so special about them? 
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Each one of these special stories, have been recorded under the power of the Holy 
Spirit by the writers of the Scriptures, over many centuries. 


But we don't have one record of any miracles, or predictions that John the Baptist 
made, which would make him more special, in the eyes of God, than all of the 
prophets mentioned above; nor do we? 


If Jesus Christ considers he is very special, then we should examine his life, and 
his teachings very closely, because Jesus built upon them, as John came to prepare 
the way for Christ. 


As a builder constructs a house upon solid foundations, so Jesus Christ presented 
His teachings, upon the foundations prepared by John the Baptist. So what were 
these teachings and how have we missed them so easily in the past? 


John the Baptist came to change an individual’s heart and attitude towards God. 
Prior to this, the prophets had been directing their attention at the "Nation of 


Israel" as a whole. 


[If the nation turned away from its sinful nature, then God would bless the 
nation], etc., etc. 


But now, John the Baptist was identifying sin, on a personal level. EACH PERSON 
WAS NOW ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR INDIVIDUAL SINS. 


This was something new. More so was the teaching that each individual had to 


individually repent of their sins, and then - as proof of their repentance, they were 
to bear fruit_worthy of repentance. 

No longer was God Almighty a collective being, associated with the collective nation 
of Israel. John the Baptist made people aware that they were individually 
accountable to God Almighty for their sins, and that they, as individuals, could be 
punished for them. 


John brought people to a point where they were made consciously aware of their 
sins and the penalty for them being death. 


John also prepared the people for the coming of the Messiah, through, who by 
grace, (by a free gift from God the Father), we may be saved, that is through His 
death on the cross, His victory over death, and His resurrection to everlasting life, 
as the first fruits of the resurrection. 

John prophesied that he baptized with water, but that Jesus would baptise with the 
HOLY SPIRIT & WITH FIRE. 

Now many books have been written about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and what 
an impact it has on the life of every Christian; but what about the BAPTISM OF 
FIRE? WHAT IS IT? WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

If John was the greatest of all the prophets, and we have seen the evidence of 
people being baptized with the Holy Spirit, when can we expect the BAPTISM OF 
FIRE TO COMMENCE? 

Has it happened already? What will happen to those people who are affected by 
it? 

When a storm is in the area where I live in Australia, it is quite common for 
lightning to strike a tree and set the surrounding bush on fire. 
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The fire races through the forest, burning everything in its path, without fear or 
favour, everything gets burned. 

Shortly after, maybe one or two weeks later, the forest will start to sprout new 
growth from among the trees which had previously been consumed in the fire. BUT 
NOT ALL THE TREES WILL START TO BLOOM AGAIN. SOME WILL BE DEAD FOR 
EVER. 


When you go into a jeweller's shop he has a small fire in which he melts the copper, 
the tin and mixes them together to make a new metal - (Brass). He also uses fire 
to purify the silver and gold, to take all the impurities out of it. 


Only when the impurities are removed can he then start to make the wonderful 
pieces of jewellery worn by many women today. 


THE BAPTISM OF FIRE, THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS TALKING ABOUT - IS THE 
SAME IN FUNCTION. 


As the Holy Spirit has come and has spread across the world, causing revival in 
old churches, creation of and salvation in new churches, making the people take 
the church, out of its ivory towers, and back into the streets, just like in the first 
century churches, so a major change is about to occur, when the BAPTISM OF FIRE 
COMES. 

It is the responsibility of pastors around the world today, to identify what the 
BAPTISM OF FIRE is, what is its function, and to start to prepare the church for its 
coming. 

Jesus did not send the Holy Spirit to the disciples un-announced. He commanded 
them to wait in Jerusalem, until the "promise from the Father shall arrive". 


Because of their obedience to His words, the Holy Spirit came down upon them. 
The BAPTISM OF FIRE will come! It may come like the bolt of lightning, or it might 
come in some other way, that is not clear to me. But in faith I know that God will 
honour His word and send the fire down upon us. 


The fire shall consume both the believer and non-believer alike. Everyone 
in its path shall be affected. 


For the believer, it shall be a refining fire, a cleansing of all sins, those special sins 
which have been secretly hidden away from the eyes of the family, the eyes of the 
other church members, but not hidden away from the eyes of the Lord. 

The fire of the Lord could also be a series of testing’s, and trials, to put your faith 
to the test, to make you rely completely upon the Lord, instead of upon your 
pastor, your financial stability, your family or your intellectual abilities. 

This shall be necessary, so that the Lord can start and finish the task of preparing 
His bride for the wedding feast. 

Hebrews 6:1-3 says that we should press on to the finish, to become like Christ, 
but only if God shall permit. 

Like the trees after the fire, new shoots spring forth from among the ashes, (if God 
permits them to continue living) so shall the individual Christians spring forth with 
new levels of faith. 
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This is essential for us to reach the same level of understanding, the same level of 
faith and complete unity in the Body of Christ, all things which are stated further 
along in Hebrews chapter 6. 

This may not happen in our lifetime, but it will never happen if Christians don't 
commence to claim this Scripture as a promise of God for the Body of Christ. 


I am sure many people are afraid of the baptism of Fire because it shall finally 
make them make a stand for Christ. All the unnecessary parts of the Flesh Body, 
shall be stripped away, and leaving a purified physical and spiritual body. 


This is all necessary before the promise of the Lord's Prayer can be fulfilled. --- 
"Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it [already is] in Heaven. 
CHAPTER 4: GOD’S LIKES RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE 

The Scriptures show us in many places that Jesus loved and respected righteous 
people and poured out the blessings of Heaven upon them. 


Abram was obedient to God’s calling on his life and God judged his faith as 
righteousness and promised that all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed as a result of him. 


Noah cried out to the people, to repent from their wicked ways and Jesus found 
him to be worthy of salvation, both him his wife, his three sons and their 
wives. 


In the New Testament there are also several cases where Jesus recognised the 
righteous man and rewarded him for it. Let us look at just a few of them this 
morning and see if we can learn from their experiences. 


In Matt. 8:5-9, it says: When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him 
asking for help. “Lord” he said, “my servant lies at home paralysed, and in terrible 
suffering”. Jesus said to him, “I will go and heal him.” 


The centurion replied. “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof, 
but say the word and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one “GO” and he goes; and that one 
“COME” and he comes. I say to my servant do this! and he does it. 


Jesus went on to explain that he had not seen faith like this in any person who 
belonged to the nation of Israel. 


Here was an outsider, a gentile, who was clearly professing his faith in Jesus 
Christ and in the belief that Jesus could heal his servant. 


Jesus went on to explain that there would be many who would sit in Heaven with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but also there would be many who thought they 
belonged to the selected nation, who would not be accepted in the last days, 
because their faith and righteousness were not acceptable to Him. 

In Acts Chapter 10, we see another centurion, another gentile get God’s attention 
because of his righteousness. 

“At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known 
as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God fearing; he 
gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. One day at about 
three in the afternoon, he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who 
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came to him and said. “Cornelius!” Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it 
Lord?” 


The angel answered: “Your prayers and gifts have come up as a memorial offering 
before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back Simon, who is called Peter. He 
is staying in the house of Simon, the tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 


Now we know that Simon Peter came to the house, as a result of the obedience 
of Cornelius to send the men to Joppa, as instructed by the Angel of the Lord. 


As a result, all the people assembled in his house heard the Word of God, the 
revelation of Jesus Christ and each of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. 


Peter even said to the men who accompanied him, that all the people in the house 
should be baptised, because the Lord has also put the Holy Spirit upon their 
heads, just the same as it happened to the Jews in Jerusalem. 


What we can see from these incidents recounted in the Scriptures, is that 
righteous people get God’s attention, and God honours their righteousness. 


In James chapter 5:16 it says: “Therefore confess your sins to each other, and 
pray for each other, so that you may be healed. THE PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS 
MAN IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE.” 


I am sure that all of us want our prayers to be powerful and effective, so that 
they are answered by God. If we didn’t, it would be a waste of time praying at 
all. 


The Scripture says in Hebrews 2:11 that: “Jesus is not ashamed to call us 
brothers.” and we should rejoice and shout it from the rooftops. 


The Scripture says in Romans 1:16 that: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 
because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes; first 
for the Jews and then for the Gentiles.” 


Today, we need to be righteous people who get God’s attention, because we are 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and we are seen to be living proof of 
its teachings. 


Today, we need to be people who are recognised and respected, because of our 
lifestyles, and by our righteousness and faith in God Almighty. 


Today, we need to be a people who are able to experience that same feeling of 
joy and trust that the early disciples experienced, when they walked side by side 
with Jesus. 


Today, in this generation, we need to be seen as a “peculiar people”, a group of 
people who do not confirm to the issues and doctrines of this world - a people 
who live out their lives in the society, helping one another, whether they be 
Christians or not, because we love them with a special kind of love the world does 
not know or understand. 


If you don’t feel like that today, then it is clear from the Scriptures, that you are 
not living a righteous life - in God’s eyes (not mine). 

You need to do some soul searching and confess your wrongdoings before the 
throne room of grace, knowing that Jesus loves us, for while we are yet still 
sinners and that by His blood, we can be washed completely clean of all 
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unrighteousness, and be brought into a renewed and wonderful relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 


As we close this session today, I would encourage every one of us to 
examine our hearts carefully, and unlock all the secret compartments of 
hurt and shame and to lay our whole life before Jesus Christ for His 
examination. Only then, can He deal with our individual problems and 
make us one of His beloved righteous ones, whom He is not ashamed to 
call His brother or sister. 


CHAPTER 5: GOD’S RIGHTEOUS ONES 


I give thanks to God, that we live in this country, and that we can come together 
and have a meeting like this, to praise and worship our God, without fear of 
persecution. 


As some of you people know, my wife and myself have been missionaries 
overseas, in mainly Islamic countries for the last 35 years, and it is not always 
this easy to worship the Lord and to have fellowship together. 


The Lord has blessed Rani and me, with the privilege of allowing us to see His 
Holy Spirit in action, as He has fulfilled His word in Isaiah 55:11, as we have 
preached His Word and shared His love among more than 40 nations of the world. 


Isaiah 55:11 says: “So is my Word that goes out from my mouth; It will 
not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire, and achieve 
the purpose for which I sent it”. 


We give thanks to God, that we have had the privilege in seeing more than 15,000 
people, come to the front of meetings and church services throughout the world, 
to accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and publicly declare that they want to 
change their present life style and follow Him. Now, we are seeing their children 
and their grandchildren being actively involved in churches in Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East. In 2016, more than 10,000 Muslims gave their hearts to Christ in 
one night in Hyderabad, Pakistan. Since then more than 240,000 Muslims have 
made decisions for Jesus Christ in Pakistan, and the Bile Society are printing 
300,000 Bibles in the local language to cover the need for more bibles. 


When we were there last year there was a noticeable change in the spiritual 
atmosphere of the nation; so much so that the Prime Minister was told by the 
Supreme Court to stand down from his office and answer charges of corruption. 
Righteousness is starting to be seen in this nation which for 70 years has been 
shrouded in the darkness of Islam. This is a time of rejoicing HALLELUJAH! 


What happens next brings great sadness to my heart, and we have been praying 
consistently, for this situation to change, in the Body of Christ today. 


God’s Word tells us that we are all part of the one Body, with Jesus Christ being 
the Head of the Body and we being the other parts, all functioning together in 
unity, to achieve God’s plan of salvation here on earth, for all races, nations, 
tribes and tongues. 

If we look around us today, that Body clearly exists of many parts. There are 
Methodist parts, Presbyterian parts, Pentecostal parts, Catholic parts, etc. In fact 
in this city alone, I believe there are more than 40 different denominations 
proclaiming Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 
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When we look closely at these individual parts, we unfortunately find that many 
of them are not connected together - they don’t function as a complete body, but 
as individual parts, each doing their own individual thing(s) - some with God’s 
direction; going God’s way, others with man’s direction, going different ways. 
Unfortunately, this is not according to God’s Word, so God cannot bless a 
Corporate Body which is not following His own commandments: “To love one 
another, as Christ has loved us”. 

The world outside this room is crying out for a solution to its problems. 

We all know that Jesus Christ is the answer to their problems. 

But the world will not be saved, and the Church as a whole, will not be blessed, 
if we, the Body of Christ, are not able to reconcile and put aside our petty 
differences, distrusts, jealousies, and hatreds for each other, within the Body of 
Christ; become united into one God Almighty, one Jesus Christ, one Holy Spirit, 
and one loving body of believers - all working together, to lift the name of Jesus 
Christ higher than any other name in this city and this nation. 

The Scriptures tell us that we are set apart -- that we are separated -- that we 
are a “peculiar people”. 

We are supposed to exhibit that special quality of Agape Love, which is able to 
cover all types of sin and hurts and love each other without pre-conditions. 

I challenge each of you here tonight, to ask yourself these simple questions: - 
Does the world outside this room see me as a “peculiar person”? 

Do I possess this special kind of love, which allows me to do the following things, 
without any reservations? 

As I look around this room, am I honestly able to say that I love each and every 
person who is here? 

Can I honestly say that I love the person who is lying in the gutter down the main 
street, who has had just a little too much to drink, or is affected by drugs? 
Would I offer him help - or would I pass over to the other side of the street and 
go on about my business, pretending that the person just isn’t there? 

Can I honestly say that I love the stranger who comes to my door, asking for a 
handout, or to buy raffle tickets? 

Can I honestly say that I love the policeman, who stops me and tells me that I 
have been speeding, or driving incorrectly, and he will have to charge me and 
that I have to pay a fine of several hundred dollars? 

Can I honestly say that I love each of these people? 

If you and I cannot honestly say “yes” to each of these questions, then brothers 
and sisters, we have a problem! 

Jesus spoke these words, as recorded in John 8:12. When Jesus spoke again 
to the people, He said. “I am the light of the world, whoever follows me, 
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of Life”. 

Jesus said: If you follow Him you will walk in the Light, as He is in the Light and 
you won’t walk in darkness. Jesus also told us that if we Love Him, we will obey 
His commandments. 
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Jesus told us in Mt. 5:43-44: “You have heard that it was said: “love your 
neighbours and hate your enemies.” But I tell you: Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your 
Father in Heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those 
who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 
doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more 
than others? Do not even the pagans (the unbelievers) do that? BE 
PERFECT, THEREFORE AS YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS PERFECT!” 


Jesus has made it perfectly clear. If we want to be his true followers, then we 
must have this capacity to love each other, without reservations or pre- 
conditions. 


Apostle Paul writes, under the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit, these words 
in Romans 13:8: “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing 
debt, to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled 
the law.” 


Paul tells us that we have to love our fellowman - not some of them - but all of 
them - if we are to fulfil the law of Jesus Christ. 


Until we all learn this simple truth, Jesus Christ cannot bless the corporate Body 
of Christ and cause mighty things to happen in our midst. 


If we remember the incident at Pentecost, we will remember that the 120 people 
in the upper room were all together, unified in direction, unified in purpose, 
unified in obedience, to the instruction of the Lord, to wait in Jerusalem for the 
promise to come. 


As a result, the Lord poured out His promised Holy Spirit and Holy Fire upon them 
and the world has never been the same since. 

We have to get back to this simple truth of God’s Word. 

We have to pray for unity of direction in the Body of Christ. 

We have to pray for unity in obedience to His word, so that the Lord can move in 
a mighty way through us as individuals, and collectively as the moulded, jointed, 
knitted together parts of the Body of Christ. 

This action has to start with each individual person who is here tonight 
and spread throughout all of this city and this nation. 

Each of us has to truthfully say, before Jesus Christ, that we love our family 
members -without reservations - without preconditions. 

We have to able to say that we love each and every brother and sister in our own 
individual church, again without reservations, or preconditions. 

We have to be able to say that we love every person who claims Jesus Christ as 
their personal saviour, irrespective of which church they attend, because they are 
part of the Corporate Body of Christ, and Jesus Christ has commanded us to love 
them - without reservations - without preconditions. 
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Let us start by making this commitment right now, as we go into a time of prayer. 
Let us pray for forgiveness, because we have failed to follow 100 percent, the 
commandments of Jesus Christ. 


Let us ask the Lord to give us through His Holy Spirit, the Agape Love, which 
allows us to love all our family members, our church brothers and sisters and the 
unbelievers out in the streets. 


Let us come show the Lord that we means this, by taking the hand of the person 
next to you, aS we come together in prayer. 


Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ and for His 
sacrifice on the Cross for us. We thank you that while we were still sinners, Jesus 
Christ loved us and died for us. Lord, we humbly beg you to forgive us for all our 
unrighteousness, and our inability to love our neighbours, as you loved us. Teach 
us your ways, oh God. Brings us closer to you and help us become more obedient 
to your word and your calling on our individual and collective lives as part of the 
Body of Christ. Cleanse us and makes us strong. Give us the vision of becoming 
a unified Body of Christ, to allow you to move mightily in this city, in every church, 
in every school, in every shop, in every home, in fact in every life in this city. 
Give us the courage to declare - In Jesus’ name - that Satan no longer has a 
strangle hold on this city. Let us unite right now and declare - In Jesus’ name, to 
the principalities and powers - that we break Satan’s hold on this city, we break 
you hold and influence on the people of this city, and we command that you leave 
this city and not return, because this city belongs to Jesus Christ. We claim the 
blood covering of Jesus Christ over this city, its occupants and every visitor who 
come here. Lord we pray that you now start to pour out your covenant blessings 
upon each and every believer in this city, upon each and every Elder, Priest and 
Pastor in this city, and that their leadership be anointed with a fresh anointing of 
your Holy Spirit. Show them, individually and collectively, what is the particular 
purpose for Coffs Harbour, in your redemptive plan for this nation? Let them see 
that you want this city to become a Lighthouse to this coast and to this nation. 
Let them understand that the Southern Cross, which shines above us in the land 
down-under, is your sign of your Cross in the South Pacific and that we are to 
take it to the nations of the earth, to make them right side up for God. Lord put 
your power and thunder down under! Let the angels rejoice tonight, as we 
recommit our lives to you and your Kingdom and to your calling on our lives. 

Let there be tears of reconciliation and tears of joy as we move onto glory. 
Let your Holy Spirit fall, oh God. Let your Holy Fire fall and do a refining work in 
us right now. Let our praises ring out in your temples right across this city. We 
give you glory, oh God. We give you thanks and we ask this be done to bring 
glory and honour to Jesus Christ and for His Kingdom on this earth, forever and 
ever. AMEN. 
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Chapter 6: THE WOMAN AT THE WELL 


Today, I wish to challenge you on the same theme, of learning from the 
Scriptures, by understanding some of the traditions of the land and culture at the 
time that the Word was written - in fact to see the Scriptures through the eyes 
and ears of the writer. There have been many teachings about this series of 
Scriptures, by many learned people over the last 1900 years. 


In each case, the pastor, or bible teacher, always seems to be able to reveal some 
previously hidden new truth to the congregation. This is a good thing, because it 
proves that the Bible is not a dead book, but it is alive, and that God Almighty, 
through the Holy Spirit, opens up different levels and depths of understanding of 
His Holy Word, depending upon the levels of their faith, especially to the people 
who trust in Him completely and follow His commandments. 


For the people in Western society today, this story has been told with many different 
twists to it. Unfortunately, some of them I feel, are incorrect teachings, due to the 
lack of understanding of the eastern cultures of that time in history. 


To really understand the significance of this story, we must know the history, and 
culture of the area, just like the people of Israel did, at the time of Jesus Christ, 
otherwise some of the important points can easily be missed. 


For example: When Isaiah prophesied (many generations before Jesus was born) 
that Jesus would be taken out and “hung by a tree” he was in fact identifying a 
new form of torture, because at the time of Isaiah, the death sentence was not 
carried out in this way. This horrific torture was introduced by the Romans into 
Israel. 


In a similar manner, we can learn a lot about the encounter between Jesus and 
the “women at the well”, recorded in John Chapter 4, if we know the Scriptures, 
the political and cultural situations of that period. 


Hostility between the Jews and the Samaritans had been long and intense and it 
started way back - at the time just after the death of King Solomon - some 700 
years before the time of Christ. 


King Solomon turned from God's path, by marrying into many foreign tribes and 
cultures, and he allowed his wives to build temples within Israel to worship their 
own god's (little “g”). 

He caused, (by his own example) the people of the nation of Israel, to be lead away 
from the rules of obedience from following God Almighty. 


Because of the actions of the king, the Lord became angry with Israel and said he 
would destroy it. But because of the promise He made to David, a small remnant 
was to be left. Thus, the twelve tribes, which were cemented into a nation under 
the Kingship of David, split up. The majority favouring the free and idolatrous life, 
given by the example of King Solomon - and a few, who were righteous in their 
hearts, who decided to follow after the ways of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that is, 
to follow after the path that the Lord had revealed to the nation through its 
prophets. 


The ten northern tribes, seceded from the nation of Israel, and its capital city of 
Jerusalem, and formed themselves around a new capital city, which they called 
Samaria. 
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In biblical writings, these ten tribes are usually referred to as ISRAEL whilst the two 
remaining southern tribes were referred to as JUDAH. 


Thus, Jesus Christ is known as "the Lion of Judah", because he came from the 
righteous line of the tribes of the nation of Israel. 


In 722 BC the Assyrian army laid siege to Samaria and captured the city. The 
remainder of the ten tribes, still living in the city were captured, and deported 
enmasse away to another place, into captivity. They were replaced by near eastern 
captives, from previous battles of the Assyrians, mostly Gentiles and polytheists, 
(which were people who believed in more than one God). The planted captive 
peoples adopted the religion of the captive country. 


By the time of the New Testament, some 700 years later, they believed in, and 
worshipped Yahweh, and acknowledged Moses as the supreme apostle of God. 


They accepted the Torah - which are the first 5 books of the Bible (Genesis - 
Deuteronomy) as canonical (sacred) Scriptures. They recognized Mt. Gerizim (not 
Mt. Zion) as the chosen place of God, as mentioned in the Scripture in Deut. 14:23. 


They believed in and expected the Messiah to come. They believed in and expected 
a final day of judgement. 


So, when you compare them to their southern brothers, their beliefs were very 
close, just like Protestants, Pentecostals, Evangelicals and Catholics today. 


And just like today, we seem to fight with our brothers over some small 
issues of doctrine, instead of combining our forces and fighting against the 
real evil of our common enemy - Satan. 


To make matters even worse, by the time the Romans arrived on the scene in Israel 
orthodox Jews occupied the areas, both to the north and to the south of Samaria. 


The Samaritans were looked down upon by the orthodox Jews. Their feelings of 
hatred was so intense against the Samaritans, that they would rather travel twice 
the distance, by going around this area, than to take the short-cut, which saved 
them 25-30 Kms, which was more than a days' journey in those days. 


On the other hand, the Samaritans were not a hospitable people either. They 
treasured the famous well of Jacob, the direct descendant of Abraham, but left no 


container at the well, to allow travellers to have a drink, if they needed one. They 
believed that the water from this well was sacred and for their use only. 


The orthodox Jews would not have used the container if it had been left there by 
the Samaritans anyway, because they believed that if they drank from a jar which 
had previously been used by one of the Samaritans, they would be defiled and 
would not be able to go to the synagogue, without first following the laws of 
purification. 

So now you understand the situation of both sides, at the time that Jesus Christ 
started out on his journey. Both sides needed to be taught a lesson! 

In John 4:4 it reads that: “Jesus must go through Samaria”. Now Jesus is the 
Son of God, He does not have to do anything — except the will of the Father who 
sent Him. Therefore, Jesus is an on an assignment from the Father — that is why 
he “has to go to Samaria”. 
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There were two distinct routes he could take. The most common one for so called 
“righteous Jews" was via the Jordan Valley, which bypassed the area of the 
Samaritans. 


As explained above, the orthodox Jews did not like the Samaritans’ attitudes, or 
their brand of religion and they did not want to associate with them in any form or 
fashion. They did not even trade with them, if they could avoid doing so. 


For Jesus to decide that He must go through Samaria must have been of concern 
to His disciples, and it is possible that certain of His disciples may have raised a 
question about their proposed route and their safety. 


We don’t know if they did, or what was Jesus’ reply, but go through Samaria He 
did, because he had a special purpose to reveal Himself and His identity to the 
Samaritan people, who lived near the well of Joseph. 


There was a divine reason for Him to go this path. He was a righteous Jew. His 
disciples would automatically expect that he take the path around Samaria, like all 
other orthodox Jews. 


When Jesus had laid hands on his disciples and sent them out previously, he had 
told them only to go to their own people, not to go to the Samaritans, or to the 
Gentiles. 


But here now was Jesus, taking the short-cut across Samaria, to get back to Galilee. 
I am Sure that the disciples must have been a little puzzled by this decision, but 
they were too shy to ask Jesus directly why He was going this way. 


Jesus arrived at the well, which was on the ground deeded to Joseph by Jacob - 
a very historic place for this encounter to take place. It says that Jesus got tired 
- (just like us after a long walk in the hot sun) and He sits down near the well 
alone - for He has sent his disciples off into the village to find food. He has walked 
many miles, he is tired, hungry and thirsty, but there is no vessel in which to collect 
the water from the bottom of the 100 foot well. 


The well is situated in a field which Jacob purchased near Shechem (Gen: 33:18- 
19). It was in this field that the bones of Jacob were finally laid to rest, as recounted 
in Joshua 24.32. Jacob's well is still there today! 


Jesus - like us, gets tired, hungry and thirsty, but there is no utensil at the well to 
get any water. Jesus Christ now has two choices open to him: 


Choice 1. 


We have seen that He was able to change the water into wine. We have seen that 
He was able to calm the seas. All He has to do is order the water to come up out of 
the well and calm His thirst. 


If he had given such and order, the water would have obeyed, because it was the 
Word issued forth in the beginning, that created the universe, and all matter in the 
universe must obey the Word of God. But would that use of God's power given glory 
to His Father in Heaven? NO! 


Whenever Jesus Christ used His power on earth, it was ALWAYS FOR SOMEONE 
ELSE'S BENEFIT, NOT HIS OWN. Therefore the misuse of God's power was not an 
acceptable option open to Him. 
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"Though He was in the form of God, He humbled Himself to become a man like you 
and me." Phil 2:6-8) 


Jesus needed the woman to come to the well, so that He could show, by His own 
actions, what we need to do sometimes, that is, let someone else do for us, what 
we know we could do for ourselves, so that they can receive God's blessings. 


So, Jesus Christ had to become a humble person and waited for someone to come 

to the well whom had a container to get the water from deep down inside the well. 
It is very easy for us to be proud and to give to others. But it really hurts our 

pride when we have to be dependent upon other, to receive from them. 

Choice 2. 

The Scripture says: It is better to “Give” than to “Receive”. Also, it says, God will 

bless a cheerful giver. Consider this in the light of the sentence from the Lord's 

prayer: "Give us this day, our daily bread". We have to learn to be a receiver of 

someone else's giving. 

The most important aspect of this story is that the giving was in response to a direct 

commandment from the Lord. We have to be always sensitive to the Holy Spirit, so 

that we are able to: 


e hear the commandments from the Lord; 
e respond immediately to that command; 


e know that the Lord will honour His word, and that blessings will follow those 
who are obedient to His commandments. 

REMEMBER OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE. 
We have to learn also to receive gifts that the Lord has commanded other to give, 
TO US, so that they can receive their rightful blessings. 
For example: A pastor is not supposed to receive a salary from his congregation - 
like any other professional worker. He is, like the Levites of old, dependent upon 
the congregation and their tithes for his daily bread. 
The tithes and offerings given by the church are to be available for the pastor to 
use. He may not use all of it, but the amount decided between the elders and the 
pastor should never make the difference between whether he accepts the job or 
not. 
An ordained pastor works is as God's own servant. God is responsible for providing 
for him. The more obedient he is to his calling, the more the Lord shall bless him. 
(Read Luke 6:38 and John 10:11-13) Jesus was practising what He had been 
preaching to His disciples when he sent them out to witness. 


"Take nothing with you for your journey, neither staves, or script, neither bread, 
neither money; neither have two coats apiece. And whatsoever house ye enter into, 
there abide, and thence depart. And whosoever will not receive you, when you go 
out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against them" 
(Luke 9:3-6) 

God was about to bless a giver, the person who came to the well, if she gave Jesus 
water when He asked her for it. ("for whosoever shall give you a cup of water to 
drink in my name, because you belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not 
lose his reward (here on earth, as well as in Heaven). (Mark 9:41) 
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In the eastern cultures, it is a common site very early in the morning, between 6- 
9 am, to see the man of the house taking his cattle or goats out to the fields, or 
going to tend to the crops. 


At the same time, the women go out in the cool of the morning to the wells, to 
gather water for the rest of the day. There they gossip and pass news from one 
family to another, in a time of joyful sharing. Sometimes they sing folk songs, or 
songs of praise, in thanks to God for the well and the water, as they labour in pulling 
up the rope with the buckets containing 4-5 litres of water each time. 


Each family may need up to 40 litres of water per day, which they balance in two 
pottery containers on their heads as they go back to the village. Thus in some 
households the women have to make several trips. So it would be uncommon for 
a lady to be at the well at the middle of the day. There had to be a specific reason 
for this, so let us now examine the Scripture closely to find out the “Divine” reason 
— not “man’s reason”. 


The time is about midday (the Jewish sixth hour). A woman comes to the well, 
carrying her crockery water pots, to draw water and take it back to the house in 
which she was living. 


Some pastors say that the woman who came to the well, had an incurable disease, 
like Leprosy. Therefore, she was an outcast, and that is why she came to the well 
in the middle of the day. 


If this was the case, she would not have been allowed to even use the well to get 
water, because the Samaritans would have considered the water was polluted if 
she used it, if the woman indeed had leprosy. 


Secondly if the woman has leprosy, the Lord would have healed her of her disease 
and she would have gone back into the village praising the Lord for her healing, a 
very different story than the one she eventually used. 


Other pastors say that the woman was a prostitute, and that is why she came to 
the well in the middle of the day, because she was up late entertaining her clients, 
and did not get up early enough to come to the well, at the usual time with the 
other women. 


If this was the case, she would not have been allowed to even use the well to get 
water, because the Samaritans would have considered the water was polluted if 
she used it, if the woman was a prostitute, she would have been considered a 
sinner, an outcast, and not allowed to use the water from Jacob's well. 

If she had been a prostitute, then Jesus would have told her that her sins were 
forgiven, and to go away and sin no more. 

But Jesus did none of these things! 

What He did do, crossed across all accepted customs of the times. It was to become 
a lesson for the whole nation. 


At that time, it was forbidden for a Jewish Rabbi to speak to a woman in public. 
This was later proved by the surprise on the faces of his disciples, when they 
returned and saw Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman, a complete stranger. 
(Read verse 27) 
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Because of the belief of being made unclean, if an orthodox Jew shared the same 
water container as a gentile, or a Samaritan, to ask her for a drink of water was 
the second custom broken. 


Jesus looks carefully at the Samaritan woman. He is looking deep down into her 
spirit. 
e He disregards her tiredness. 


e He disregards the heat of the day and the physical exertion required to draw 
the water from 100 feet below. 


e He also disregards the fact that she is a total stranger and that she is a hated 
Samaritan. 


e Jesus commands her to give him a drink of water! 


The custom of that time does not allow for a strange man to speak to a woman in 
public. To do so brings shame and humiliation upon the woman, and she who would 
run back to the menfolk of her own family and tell them what happened. They 
immediately would require an apology from the offending man in question. If they 
did not get the apology, the man would be severely beaten, in some cases even 
killed. 


e Only 2 types of women would answer a strange man in public: a prostitute; 
e Ora prophetess. 


We have already ruled out the first of these two, (the prostitute), so let us examine 
the possibility of the second. (A prophetess) 


(John 4:9) The Samaritan woman replies to the command of Jesus. "How is it that 
thou, being a Jew asks a drink from me, which am a woman of Samaria? (YOU 
KNOW THAT) the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans". 


Her response ignores that he “commanded” her to give him a drink of water; 
instead, she replaces the word “command” with a milder, more acceptable word 
“request”. 


At this moment she is not ready to accept that Jesus is indeed a prophet. The 
Samaritan woman is standing (unawares) before the Lord of Glory. But she, in her 
own flesh and understanding, is changing the command of Jesus into a request. We 
are often guilty of the same sort of things. Changing the commandments of the 
Lord into small requests. 


Jesus could have revealed His identity to her immediately. He could have said "I 
am the Son of God, the one you have been waiting for". But Jesus likes people to 
learn things for themselves. He is never forceful! 

She has encountered a prophet (Jesus Christ) unawares. The way she asks her 
question to Jesus reveals that she is a prophetess among her own people. 

Jesus now wants to start to stir up her faith. He wants to let her recognize Him for 
who He really is. (Verse 10) [Amplified version] 

"If you only knew what a wonderful gift God has for you, and who I AM, you would 
ask me for some living water. 

Again, Jesus could have revealed who He was, but again the woman misses the 
point of what He said, or is not yet ready to believe her good fortune. 
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So, the woman continues to question Him in the ways of a prophet. Notice she is 
not ashamed, to be talking to this complete stranger, she is in fact setting up a 
deeply religious dialogue with Him. 


"But you don't have a rope or a bucket, and this is a very deep well. Where would 
you get this living water? Besides, are you greater than our ancestor Jacob? How 
can you offer better water than this which he and his sons and their cattle enjoyed?" 


She recognizes that Jesus was indeed talking in parables, as do many prophets, 
but still see could not believe what He was saying to her. 


"If you knew the gift of God ...... " Jesus Christ Himself is the gift of God. 

This woman has had terrible tragedy throughout her life, she has lost 5 husbands. 
As divorce was very rare in those days, all of them probably died. This woman is 
used to bad news, to terrible tragedy. 


She is starting to suspect that maybe the man standing before her is the Messiah. 
To think that she has found the Messiah, is such wonderful news that her mind 
refuses to believe it, to comprehend it. 


Her spirit starts to believe, but she is scared in her mind, to accept the complete 
truth of what she now perceives that Jesus is really saying to her "I AM, the living 
water", so she flees from the spiritual realm of a prophetess, back into the physical 
realm of an ordinary woman. "Sir please give me some of this water that I thirst 
not, neither come here to draw any more water." 


NOTE: [Many times in the Scriptures, Jesus will meet with a person in the spiritual 
realm at their level of faith. In the case of Zachariah, the angel Gabriel delivered 
the Lord's message. In the mind of Zachariah was doubt, so a second sign (as proof 
from the Lord was necessary). He was made deaf and dumb until the birth of his 
promised son, John the Baptist took place. 


In the case of Mary, she accepted with humility the news given by the angel and it 
came to pass without any problems or further confirmation necessary. ] 


Jesus does not try to force her mind to understand, and to come into line with what 
her spirit already perceives to be correct. Instead, Jesus gives her a chance to flee 
from Him (in the physical realm that she has now returned to). 

Jesus, using the gift of the “Word of Wisdom”, already knows that this lady is a 
widow, that she has no husband, so he says to her: "Go, call your husband and 
come back here." 

Now if she wants to flee, here is her opportunity. The important thing is not that 
she answered Jesus, it is that she remained, to further question him and find out 
more. 

Her spirit is now trusting in the truth and it is awakening her mind also to this same 
truth. She has decided to overcome her fears and find out for sure the revelations 
to be revealed to her; both good, or bad. 

Real faith is a matter of what we do, not what we say or think. (James 2:18). Jesus 
told us to be doers of His Word, not hearers only. 

Now her faith is starting to come into action. Instead of leaving, she answers Jesus 
with the truth. "I do not have a husband". 
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"Jesus said unto her, Thou, hast well said, I have no husband: for thou hast had 
five husbands, and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that thou hast 
said truly." Jesus now reveals to her that he can see into her life. He now reveals 
to her that he is a real prophet. 


Many people have misinterpreted the answer of Jesus, because they do not 
understand the culture or the customs of the times. They thought that Jesus was 
accusing her of being a wicked woman, but this was not the case. 


The Old Testament law (Deut. 25:5) required that a widow's brother-in-law succeed 
her husband, if she was childless, so as to guarantee an heir. 


This is clearly shown in the example of the widow Ruth. Boaz could not marry her, 
until her first relative - the brother-in-law Elimelech, refused to fulfil his obligations 
under the law. 


In truth, the woman at the well did indeed have five husbands and each of them 
had died. She had celebrated 5 betrothal ceremonies, 5 marriages, and 5 funerals. 


The sixth relative has taken her into his household in accordance with the Old 
Testament law, where she will be closely guarded and chaperoned by many of their 
relatives, until a new marriage could be arranged. 


If a woman was not married, or lost a husband, she was thought to be cursed of 
God refer to (Is. 4:1). If she subsequently re-married and lost a second husband, 
she was considered doubly cursed. 


However, if she lost a third, fourth and fifth husband, the people began to realize 
that the Lord was preparing her for high office of service to her people, as a 
prophetess. 

A prophetess could talk to men, or women in public. Everybody came to them for 
counsel. They were God's chosen servants, a different set of rules applied. There 
was no shame for a stranger to talk to a prophetess in public, nor for a man or 
woman of the village to enquire of her, the Lord's will for their lives. 


The answer that Jesus gave back to the woman at the well, bore no reproach. It 
bore no condemnation whatsoever. Jesus did not accuse this woman of any sinful 
act! He confirmed this by saying that she spoke the truth. 

In fact, it revealed to her that Jesus already knew who she was, that he 
acknowledged her as a prophetess. Jesus already knew of her suffering, her inner 
pains, but also He knew of the work she had done for the Lord since she became a 
prophetess. 


Now Jesus has given her 2 signs: 
a) His direct command for a drink of water; 
b) His revelation about her life; 


But Jesus wants to reveal more to her. Again she is reluctant to accept the reality 
of the truth that Jesus has revealed to her, and asks of him a direct spiritual 
question. 

(Verse 20) "Our fathers worshipped in the mountain, and you (a Jew) say 
Jerusalem is the place we should worship.” She is challenging Jesus (as a prophet) 
to solve this spiritual question. 
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Jesus must use the limit of faith she has to reveal to her the real situation. Jesus 
has to use whatever faith level the person has, as ground upon which to build. This 
is the only way to meet a person at their level of faith! 


Jesus starts from this point and then builds upon it. Paul explained this in (1. Cor. 
9:19:22). You must be prepared to be at different levels for all men, so that you 
can win their souls. 


(Verse 23) "A time will come, however, indeed it is already here, when the true 
(genuine) worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth: (not 
at Jerusalem, nor in this mountain), for the Father is seeking just such people as 
these as his (true) worshippers" 


By giving the woman at the well this new revelation about the Scriptures, Jesus is 
indeed revealing to her that He is more than a Prophet. (But can she accept this?) 
HIS HOLY PRESENCE IS ALREADY FLOODING OVER HER SPIRIT. 


Gone from her now is any thought of fleeing from His presence. She suspects that 
He is the Messiah, but she will not come out with the question directly - as a 
prophetess should, but reverts to the polite indirect ways of the eastern culture. 


(Verse 25) "I know that the Messiah cometh, which is called the Christ: when He 
is come He will tell us all things". She confirms her faith in the promises of the 
Prophets. 


Jesus has come as the Messiah, but more than the Messiah. He has come as the 
Son of God. The Jewish community did not recognize Him as this, even though the 
prophets of old had proclaimed it as such. Jesus now gives her the third and this 
time a MAJOR SIGN. 


(Verse 26) Jesus said to her: "I_that am speaking to you now am He" Jesus has 
revealed Himself to her in all His Glory. The Holy Spirit quickly confirms this to her. 


When the disciples return (verse 27) they are amazed to see Jesus speaking to a 
woman in public. But they do not question the woman, nor do they ask Jesus the 
reason for this. This is another clear sign to her of his position and authority over 
the disciples. 


She is now so excited, she cannot keep this news to herself, she must share it with 
the whole village. 


She confirms her belief to Jesus, by leaving her water pot at the well and running 
off to spread the news in the village. 


To the eastern culture, water is sacred. It is a sign of life. A water pot was a 
treasured possession. If one was broken, tragedy struck a household. The pieces 
were not thrown away. The larger pieces were used as serving bowls or dishes. The 
fact that she left her water pot at the well is a very significant sign to Jesus. It 
means that she believes and that she will return, to claim her reward. She quickly 
goes off to the village to tell them the good news. 

But as a prophetess again, she does not force this revelation upon them. She must 
draw them to the well, and let the Holy Spirit reveal the truth to each of them 
individually. 
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When she goes back into the town, she tells the people to go to the well. "For there 
they will find a man which told her all about her life." 


If she was not a respected person in the village, the people would have ignored 
her. They would not have gone out to meet Jesus. The fact that she was recognized 
by the people of the village as a prophetess placed more weight on her words, when 
she revealed to them, that there was one who knew the complete life of their 
prophetess. Indeed, he must be a great prophet indeed. 


They went because she was their prophetess. They believed because Jesus 
awakened their own individual faith to the spiritual truth of who He really was. This 
is why the villages replied to the prophetess later, after Jesus had stayed with them 
for 2 days. 


(Verse 42) "And they told the woman: Now we no longer believe (trust, have faith) 
just because of what you said; for we have heard Him ourselves personally; and 
we know (without any doubt) that He truly is the Saviour of the world, the Christ.” 


The story of the woman at the well is a story of faith. It is a story that we should 
all carefully examine and learn from, because it could happen to anyone of us, at 
any time. 

A person, a complete stranger, could talk to you in the street, and he/she could 
have a message from God for you. Learn to listen carefully to what other people 
have to say. Don't be impatient with them, because it may be an opportunity lost 
to you forever. 


In this case not only would the prophetess not have received the revelation about 
who the stranger (Jesus Christ) really was - but the whole village would also have 
lost their subsequent blessings. 


In view of this, your actions can sometimes have drastic effects on others around 
you. Please consider this in future. 


CHAPTER 7: PASSING THE TESTS IN THE CHRISTIAN WALK 


When we go to school, we are taught the basics of reading, writing & arithmetic at 
an early age, aS a grounding and preparation for the higher levels of educational 
learning. At the end of each year, we are subjected to a test or examination, to see 
if we have learned these subjects correctly. 


If we pass the tests we are allowed to progress to the next harder level of teaching. 
If we don't, then we are advised to repeat that class level and learn the subjects 
better, so that when the next examination occurs, we will pass with flying colours, 
thus enabling us to proceed with the rest of our education, on the correct 
educational foundations. 


Our walk with Jesus Christ is the same as the education learning process I have 
outlined above. 

We are first taught elementary stories when we go to Sunday School, and then 
more advanced stores and lessons in the Church and Bible study groups, during 
our later years of Christian lives. 


Page 95|118 


Unfortunately not all churches follow this path, and do not progress past the 
elementary levels of Christian teachings. This was the problem that Apostle Paul 


found when he wrote the letter to the Hebrews. 


Some of the early churches were getting people to convert to Christianity OK, 
getting them baptised by immersion in water OK, teaching them the elementary 
lessons about forgiveness of sins, etc., but they were not progressing from there 
towards spiritual maturity! 


This meant that when a Christian was faced with a time of testing, he did not have 
a strong spiritual base upon which to rely and as a result many were falling by the 
wayside. 

In Hebrews Chapter 5, Paul indicates that this manner of teaching is not good 
enough and encourages the churches to stop repeating the elementary teaching, 
and move onto something more beneficial to the believers. 


Paul was trying to encourage the Churches to change over from MILK SCRIPTURES, 
to MEAT SCRIPTURES, something with good sustainable Spiritual foundations. 


Hebrews 5:11-14 says: "concerning this we have much to say which is hard 
to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual hearing & 
sluggish, even slothful in achieving spiritual insight] for even though by 
this time you ought to be teaching others, you actually need some-one to 
teach you (all) over again, the very first principles of God's word. You have 
come to need milk, not solid food, or every-one who continues to feed on 
milk ts obviously inexperienced and unskilled in the doctrine of 
righteousness [that is, of conformity to the divine will in purpose, thought 
and action,] for he is a mere (spiritual) infant - not able to talk yet (of 
spiritual matters). But solid food is for full-grown men, for those whose 
senses and mental faculties are trained by practise (not just by hearing) 
to discriminate and distinguish between what is morally good and noble, 
and what is evil and contrary, either to divine, or human law." 


Paul was telling these people (many who had been trained in the Jewish law from 
birth), that they had become spiritually lazy and needed to go for a refresher course 
in the important things of the Christian life. 

They had become so blaze’ about the way they went about their lives, that they 
were now unable to distinguish between shades of evil in the community they lived 
in, because they lacked the spiritual experience, sharpened by continual practice of 
spiritual battles with the forces of evil. 

Paul told them to go back to Christian Kindergarten and learn these basic teachings 
again. 

But once you had re-learnt them, don't stop there - go on to spiritual perfection. 
In Hebrews Chapter 6, Paul defines “Spiritual Kindergarten”. 

All the brothers here tonight should be able to freely converse on all these topics 
and in fact as the elders in the church, teach on any and all of the subjects, not just 
from theory, but from practical experience in our individual lives. 

So let us look quickly at the “Kindergarten Subjects” of the Christian life. 

Hebrews 6:1-2. "Therefore, let us go on and get past the elementary 
(kindergarten) stage in the teachings and doctrines of Christ the Messiah, 
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advancing steadily towards the completeness and perfection that belongs 
to spiritually maturity. Let us not again be laying the: 

e foundation of repentance 

e abandonment of dead works 

e faith by which you turned to God 

e teachings about purification 

e the laying on of hands 

e the resurrection from the dead 

e the eternal judgement & punishment 
These are all matters of which you should be fully aware about long, long 
ago”. 
We have heard that people are starting to question if Jesus was really the Messiah. 
I saw a book published here in Coffs harbour, called "Jesus, the man". 
If we are spiritually alive and aware of the things which are against the Divine Law, 
then every Christian in any country should be up in arms about allowing things like 
this to be published, because it is against God's Divine law. 
In Hebrews 6:1-2, Paul outlines 7 basic teachings which he considers to be the 
“Milk” Scriptures, the “Kindergarten” Scriptures, for every Christian, which must be 
taught in all churches. 
Unfortunately, not all churches teach these 7 basic lessons today, as they claim 
they don't believe in them. 
This means that the people who go to these types of churches don't even get the 
basics taught properly, let alone the mature teachings. 
This is why Paul makes a startling statement in Hebrews 6:3. "If indeed God 
permits, we will now proceed to advanced teaching." 
Many Christians today are falling by the wayside, because the church does not 
teach the 7 basic foundations correctly, or fails to proceed to more mature 
teachings, so that the congregation can grow in spiritual strength. 
Paul charged the spiritual leaders of the early church with the responsibility of 
checking their spiritual progress, against the yardstick of meeting spiritual tests, 
and progressing to the next level. 
He also pointed out to the believers that God would not allow us, as a church, or as 
individual believers, to move up to the next level of spiritual maturity, until God 
Himself was satisfied with our performance. It is not when we are ready - but when 
God Himself knows we are ready. 
As the brotherhood of the church, we have the responsibility to conduct a spiritual 
audit of the church and to ensure that the church is continually progressing up the 
steps of spiritual maturity. 
If this is not the case, then the elders in the brotherhood have the responsibility to 
make sure that the necessary changes take place, to ensure that in the immediate 
future this will happen. 
By following the guidelines set out in the Scriptures, is the only way the church can 
grow, the way the Lord wants it to grow, bringing glory and honour to him. 
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CHAPTER 8: FACELESS MEN OF THE BIBLE 


Many people come to Rani & I, as we go around the world, and they lament that 
they wish they were somebody in the Lord, so that they could do something really 
special and really important for God. 


They look at people in the Bible, like Moses, Joshua, Samuel, John the Baptist, 
etc. and compare themselves with them and are continually depressed that they 
cannot be great like these people were. 


This attitude is a subtle deception from the devil! It saps away from us our 
inheritance, the spiritual blessings which God Almighty has and wants to give to 
every one of us. 


Today, I want to show you from the Bible - from the Holy Scriptures that YOU 
don’t need to be someone special like the people of old, to do something great 
and mighty for the Lord. 


Today, I want to speak about the Faceless Men and Women of the Bible, and 
show you that if your attitude is right with God, He can use you in a mighty way 
to do God’s business - which is, getting as many people as possible into the 
kingdom of God. 


We all know the story of how Moses grew up, was expelled from Egypt, lived in 
the desert for 40 years, was purified by God Almighty and made ready to be 
called back to Egypt - to do the Lord’s business - deliver the message to the 
Pharaoh to “SET MY PEOPLE FREE!”. LET MY PEOPLE GO! 


This was a great commission, requiring much trust in God, with continual 
communication between God and man (in one direction) and between man and 
God (in the other direction). 

But there came a time when even this great man of God found the responsibility 
of caring for the chosen nation too much for him to bear, even with the powerful 
anointing of God upon his shoulders. 

The responsibility became so intense that Moses asked the Lord to take his life - 
he could not handle the responsibility any longer, the stress was too great - he 
had to escape. 

Have you ever felt that the things around you were pressing in on you so much 
that you would rather die than continue to suffer that burden any longer ? 

Have you thought one would be better off dead than having to handle this trial, 
or suffer in these circumstances on your own anymore? 

Some make that decision and go out and destroy themselves - they commit 
suicide, others take drugs, or they get drunk, trying to blot out the problem for 
a while. 

But I tell you, none of these solutions work, on a permanent basis. 
Moses trusted in God, so Moses took the problem to Him. He explained the 
problem and then the Lord gave him the solution ~ the perfect answer! 

In 1 Cor. 10:13 it says that God will give you a way out - a way of escape. God 
will deal with the problem! Hallelujah! 
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In Numbers 11:16-17, God said to Moses: “Bring Me seventy of Israel’s Elders, 
who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them 
come to the Temple of Meeting, so that they may stand with you there. I will 
come down and speak with you there and I will take of the Spirit that is on you 
and I will put it on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people, so 
that you will not have to carry the burden alone.” 


The Lord told Moses to bring 70 faceless men into the temple, so that the Lord 
would talk to them and where the Lord would transfer the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit from Moses onto the heads of these people, to help do the work that Moses 
had been called to do.4 


What an exciting thought. God took 70 people from among the tribes of Israel 
and gave them the anointing, the power and the wisdom which was reserved at 
that time for the prophets. 


In an instant these people became mighty men of God. They were chosen to 
become God’s army, to defend the nation of Israel against the enemy. They were 
chosen to be Warriors for Christ, in the spiritual realm - to battle against the evil 
forces which were making the lives of the nation so difficult and so rebellious. 


Likewise, God chose an insignificant man to become “A MIGHTY MAN OF 
VALOUR”, when the Angel of the Lord confronted Gideon at the winepress and 
told him what the Lord would do for the nation of Israel through him. (Ref Judges 
chapter 6) 

When God gave the commission to Gideon, Gideon sent out messengers to call 
the nation of Israel to come and 32,000 men at arms responded to go into battle 
against the enemy. 


By a process of spiritual sifting, God reduced that number down to just 300 
faceless men. Men, whom the Lord had tested, and proven worthy, of the job at 
hand. God equipped these people with His weapons for battle with the enemy. 
The weapons God gave to these men were ordinary things, but when they were 
used under the anointing and direction of the Lord, mighty things started to 
happen - as a result. 

These weapons were: 

1. A TRUMPET to sound the warning to the enemy that the battle was about 
to begin: The other use of the trumpet is to tell Satan and his followers that 
judgement is now to take place upon them. 

2. A PITCHER A pitcher to represent the earthen vessel, or the physical part 
of man. We have to be prepared to surrender this up to God, so that at His 
appointed time it can be smashed, to reveal His light shining inside. 

3. ACANDLE ~ The candle represents the light of the Word - which is Christ. 
When Gideon gave the order, the three groups of 100 soldiers sounded their 
trumpets, to get the attention of the enemy. 

When they smashed the earthen vessels - making an enormous noise from the 
hilltops all about the camp. This revealed the light of Christ totally surrounding 
the enemy - there was no escape! 


4 Notice that Jesus took 70 men and sent the out with the disciples to “do the work of the Ministry”. 
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Finally, they shouted the victory song: “THE SWORD OF THE LORD AND 
GIDEON” 


When the enemy troops heard these things, they were terrified with fear and in 
their confusion, they killed each other or turned on their heels and fled. 


The troops on the hillside with Gideon did not use their swords against the enemy. 
They stood their ground - as Warriors for Christ, performing the task that they 
had been told to do. 


As a result of their obedience to Gideon and to the Lord, 300 faceless men saw 
an army of over 30,000 defeated. 


Today, right here we are in this city, we can be chosen by the Lord to do mighty 
things, if we are prepared to listen to His voice and be prepared to answer His 
call. 


God has promised that He will enable those who respond to His call with the 
necessary qualifications, gifts, strength, and financial means, to do whatever the 
Lord requires of His servants, because God never sends His army out to be 
defeated! 


Today, right here and now, God is calling His people to respond to His calling on 
their individual lives. 


We are the same faceless people, as those who were challenged in the Old 
Testament. 

In Matt. 28:19-20, Jesus Christ charged each and every one of us to go out into the 
streets, villages, cities and nations, to teach the people to live their lives just as Jesus 
did when He walked upon the earth. 

In Ephesians 6, we are told to put on the full armour of God and then in verse 
18, we are told to: “Praying always with all prayer and supplications in the 
Spirit and watching thereunto, with all perseverance, and supplications 
for all the saints”. 


We, as Christians today can be might men and women of God, if we get the 
revelation to do this one simple task, as laid down for us in Ephesians 6:18. 


When we become Prayer Warriors for Christ in the spiritual realm, we set in 
motion many items that the Lord wants to deal with in the lives of individual 
Christians, Home Church Groups, individual Churches, and the Body of Christ as 
a Whole. 


Individual people in this ministry may not be recognised like Dr Billy Graham, 
Leighton Ford, Reinhardt Bonnke, or other famous Christian people, but the 
treasures in heaven they amass, are just as important for them. 


Today, if you came to this meeting, feeling that you were worthless to God, or 
that there was nothing you could do for Him, rejoice in the knowledge that Jesus 
Christ cares for you and thinks you are very special in His sight. 


He took me - just a small rebellious, insignificant person, - turned my life upside 
down, sent me off in a new direction, put me in the mission field, and now more 
than 50 years later I can share with you that my wife and I have had the privilege 
of seeing more than 15,000 people in over 40 countries making a commitment 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and accepting Him as their personal Saviour. 
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Who would have thought of this happening to me? Or think that God Almighty 
would anoint my mind, with the ability to write Christian books - to encourage 
others - nor thought that I would write more than forty spiritual songs in word 
and music under the Lord’s anointing. 

Praise the Lord! What He did for me, the Lord can also do for and through you! 
The same Spirit flows through me raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Hallelujah! 
Get excited about what the Lord can do with your life, if you say YES to Him! 


CHAPTER 9: WARRIORS FOR CHRIST 


The Scripture tells us that we are to be like watchmen upon the high towers and 
the parapets or city walls, continually marching and guarding the nation of Israel. 


To be a good watchman we must first be trained in the ways of watching. 
Trained how to watch for the enemy, 


Trained how to conceal ourselves, so that the enemy does not find us easily and 
plan their attack in another position - away from us. 


Trained how to sound the alarm, to alert the whole army, so that they can be 
prepared for the impending battle. 


Trained how to fight until reinforcements come to our aid, when the enemy does 
attack us by surprise. 


All these things are easily understood in the physically realm, and I am sure that 
some people here have been in real battles for their country, in positions like I 
have just described. 


Many evangelists and teachers tell us that we must be good warriors for Christ, 
and as such, we must know how to use the full armour that God has provided for 
us in His Word - to go out and get people saved - to go out and do battle for the 
Lord. 


These teachers will draw your attention to the verses in Ephesians Chapter 6 
about putting on the armour of God and then tell you to go out and do battle with 
the enemy, by using the sword of truth, which is the Word of God. 

Many people do what the evangelist/teacher has suggested and many times with 
disastrous results. WHY? 


Because they have failed to realise that before you go out to battle there is some 
basic rules that you must know. 

RULE 1: KNOW YOUR ENEMY 

Before you can defeat your enemy, you must first know who he is, what he does, 
and in what form he takes. 

The enemy is not the drunken man, who comes home from the pub and beats his 
wife, or the woman who sells herself in the city for money, or the person who 
sells drugs to little children. NO! They are not the enemy. 

The enemy is the spiritual force which makes these people want-to do 
these things. 
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RULE 2: BE STRONG IN THE LORD 


Ephesians 6:10 says: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put 
on the full armour of God, so that_you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes.” 

The first thing to acknowledge from the Scripture is that you can be weak in the 


Lord, and without His mighty power. 

Many people go out to fight, who are weak and without God’s power of the Holy 
Spirit working in their lives. In other words, they go out to fight the devil in their 
own strength. 


| us 


If we look at the battle between Archangel Michael and Satan over the body of 
Moses, the Archangel was not prepared to do battle with Satan using his own 
strength. In Jude verse 9 it says: “But even the archangel Michael, when he was 
disputing with the devil about the body of Moses did not dare to bring slanderous 
accusations against him, but he said (to Satan) “THE LORD REBUKE YOU”. 

The archangel recognised that his own words were not powerful enough to defeat 
the devil, so he used the only weapon he had, which he knew would have 100 
percent success against Satan. 

He confronted Satan with the rebuke of the Lord. He confronted Satan with God’s 
word. In effect he was saying “IT IS WRITTEN”. Satan had no answer to this 
challenge - he had to withdraw. 

If we look at the battle which took place between Jesus and Satan immediately 
after Jesus had completed 40 days & nights of fasting in the desert. The Word 
says that Jesus was hungry and thirsty; He was physically weak - but He was 
not spiritually weak! 

It was the strength of the Holy Spirit which gave him the wisdom and the 
knowledge to stop Satan dead in his tracks, and Jesus did this by claiming a 
simple promise which we all need to claim for ourselves every day. 


Jesus was tested three times by the devil. Let us look at each reply from Jesus 
and see if we can receive a pearl of wisdom form the Lord in His answers. 


1A: Changing the stone into bread. 

“Jesus replied: IT IS WRITTEN: Man shall not live by bread alone.” 

1B: Test of Satan worship 

“Jesus replied: IT IS WRITTEN: Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.” 
1c: Throw yourself off a high tower 


“Jesus replied: IT SAYS (IT IS WRITTEN) Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test”. 


Three times Jesus was tested and three times he had the correct answer because 
the Holy Spirit brought all things to His remembrance. 


Three times Jesus spoke with authority the Word of God and immediately 
Satan was defeated in that situation, and had to leave. 


We have to learn this same basic lesson, if we are to go out as warriors for Christ. 
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RULE 3: KNOW THE WORD OF THE LORD and HOW TO USE IT. 


Know the Word of God and be ready to quote it as a means of attack, which is 
our best defence against the evil one - because we know that Satan is defeated 
by the Words of our testimony. 


Satan has to use a human body, to manipulate its owner, so that Satan can 
achieve his goals, which is to remove as many people as he can from the kingdom 
of God as possible. 

We have to recognise that our battle is not against the person but against the 
wicked spiritual influence within the person. This is confirmed in Ephesians 6:12 
which says: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood (i.e. ordinary 
people) but against the rulers, against authorities, against the powers of 
the dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realm.” 

We must remember that Satan works in and through a physical body to 
do his work. The Scripture tells us that we have to love the person - but hate 
the works of the devil. 

This is why we have to have the compassion of God to be able to take authority 
over the Satanic forces operating in a person’s life, by using the same tactics that 
Jesus used against Satan in the desert - claiming the promises of God’s Word for 
each and every situation. 

We have to be able to state with authority: “IT IS WRITTEN” and quote the 
relevant Scripture from the Word for that appropriate situation. 

We cannot do this UNLESS we know the Word of God. 

RULE 4: PRAY FOR YOUR LEADERS 

As people guarding the nation, we have to be prepared to keep the leaders - 
inside the church, and outside in the Government, under constant prayer 
protection. 

We have seen from recent history that Satan loves to topple people in authority, 
so that as much fear, doubt and confusion as possible can be created within the 
Body of Christ, or within a country. 

He uses “the love of money” (which is the root of all evil), “the love of power” 
(which is direct rebellion against God) and the “lusts after the flesh”, to bring 
these people into his control and under his influence. Satan is that ever present 
roaring lion, going around seeing who he can snare into his trap. 

In the natural world we know that even a fully grown lion will not attack some 
animals: e.g. a rhinoceros. In the same way Satan will not attack a person who 
appears in the spiritual realm, in the image of Christ; because Satan knows if he 
attacks such a person he will surely be defeated for his efforts, by the Words 
proclaimed against him by a “Spiritually knowledgeable Christian”. 


RULE 5: MANIFEST THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 


The Holy Spirit has made available to us 9 gifts which we can use, a part of our 
armour in the battle against Satan. These gifts are not available to Satan or 
any of his agents. 
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If we look at the gifts in their reverse spiritual order (from the lowest to the 
highest) we can see how we can use them to better equip us for the fight against 
Satan and his deputies. 


5.1 Gift of Tongues 

The gift of tongues (prayer language) can be used by every individual to build 
“themselves up” spiritually, to better prepare themselves for their walk with the 
Lord each day. Speaking in tongues builds up your faith. 

5.2 Tongues & Interpretations 

These 2 gifts, operating in a Body Meeting or home group can be used to: 
Edify: Illuminate the Word of God 

Exhort: Encourage the Body of Christ 

Comfort: Comfort in times of stress or trial 


All these things improve the Body’s collective capability to waive off attacks of 
the devil; therefore, they are important tools for us to learn how to use. 


5.3 Gift of Prophecy 


Paul tells us that we all should strive and desire to receive this gift from the Lord. 
The effect of this gift is also to EDIFY, EXHORT, and COMFORT the Body of 
Christ. 

5.4 Gifts of Healing 

By the healing of members within the Body of Christ, by the laying on of hands, 
people see with their own eyes, the power of God in operation today. This is the 
sign that we are believers. This witness will convict people who are not 
believers of the mighty power and presence of God - right here in their midst. 


It convinces them that God Almighty is not a fairy story, but a living being, which 
can influence our lives in this day and age. 


5.5 Gits of Miracles 


We need to have this gift operating in our midst - just like it operates on Prayer 
Mountain in Korea - where people go (with walking sticks - or wheel chairs) 
up into the mountains to pray and return - leaving their walking sticks and their 
wheel chairs behind them - completely healed of their afflictions - never to require 
these implements again. 


5.6 Gifts of Wisdom 


This is the gift of bestowed by God upon a person who is selected by God to 
operate in the “OFFICE OF A PROPHET”. Ephesians 4: 11-16 says: 


"It was He (Jesus Christ) who gave some to be Apostles, some to be Prophets, 
some to be Evangelists, and some to be pastors and some to be teachers, _to 
prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the Body of Christ may be built 
up, _until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
Then we will no longer be infants tossed back and forth by the waves (of trial and 
temptations) and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the 
cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the 
truth in love we will, in all things, grow up into Him who is the Head that is Christ. 
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From Him the whole body joined together by every supporting ligament, grows 
and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
RULE 6 BE PREPARED TO PAY THE PRICE 


The Scriptures tell us that we have been bought with a price. That price is the 
blood of Jesus Christ, poured out for us at Calvary, drop by drop upon the earth. 


Jesus Christ was prepared to give up everything for us. Jesus expects no 
less of us. We must be prepared to give up everything for Him. 


Matt. 10: 7-8 says: "As you go, preach the message: The kingdom of Heaven is 
near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse those who have leprosy, drive 
out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” 


Jesus gave the following commandment to each and every one of us: 
6.1 GO AND PREACH THIS MESSAGE! 


If we want to be part of His kingdom, we must be prepared to acknowledge Him 
as King over all parts of our lives, because you can’t have a kingdom without a 
king. So have we been obedient to His commandments over our lives? 


Have we gone out into the local neighbourhood and proclaimed Christ and His 
Kingdom are near at hand and available for every person to enter? 


Have we healed the sick? Not prayed for the sick - but healed the sick? 


You see, Jesus Christ never prayed for the sick to get healed. He just took 
authority over the sickness and commanded it to go. Jesus never failed to heal 
any person who came to him for healing. 


Have you raised anybody from the dead? Most people would say no to this 
question. But I want you to consider the Scripture which says “the wages of sin 
is death”. Every person you bring out of the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of glorious light - through the blood of Jesus Christ, you have helped 
save from eternal death. You have in fact helped to raise them from death into 
life. 


So you see, if you want to be a Warrior for Christ, you must be prepared to pay 
the price. For the last 50 years I have been going all over the world challenging 
people to become a Warrior for Christ. Accept the challenge and see God make 
you into a miracle worker, through the power of His Holy Spirit. He will give you 
the confidence to speak out with authority and see people come into the kingdom, 
through the Blood of Jesus Christ. 


ARE YOU READY TODAY TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE? 
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GOD’S ARMY ON THE MARCH 


Introduction: 


We are commanded in the Word of God to “go to all nations and preach/teach 
the Word of God, making DISCIPLES in the name of Jesus Christ, starting first 
in our home city, then the surrounding areas, the rest of the state, the rest of 
the nation & than to the rest of the world.” 


We are also told, to “earnestly seek the gift of Prophecy”, yet in more and more 
churches today, the desire to “go out and preach the word” is diminishing and 
the “gift of prophecy” is being frowned upon. 


The Aim of this Teaching: 
The aim of this teaching is to bring the focus off “what the churches are 


saying”, and to bring the focus BACK onto “WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS” about 
these topics. 


The Secular Army: 

We know that in the secular army there are two ways to join. 

You can volunteer to become a member, or 

You get conscripted, into the army, whether you want to be there or not! 


Whichever way you join the army does not matter, because once you are a 
member, you must go to “boot camp” and be trained in the basics of weaponry, 
how to march, how to recognize people of different ranks, and how to obey those 
in authority over you. 

You also see first-hand, the repercussions and punishments, if you do not obey 
those in authority over you. 


There is a covenant made between you and the army. 
You agree to serve them, in whatever capacity they choose for you, and wherever 
they want to send you. On the other hand; 


The army covenants to feed you, train you, provide you with housing, (could 
some of those tents be called housing?) clothing, provide medical facilities, and 
if necessary, look after you family, in times of hardship and distress. 


In the event that you are injured during your service, the army covenants to 
provide you with the best facilities and doctors available, so that you recover from 
your injuries. 

If you are unable to resume to your normal duties, then other duties are assigned 
to you. 


If you are unable to perform any military duties, then the army covenants to give 
you a pension and to look after you and your family forever. There is more to this 
description, but you get the idea. 


Spiritual Army of God: 
The Spiritual Army of God is similar in some ways, and very different in others. 


There are no Volunteers in God’s Army. 
You may be surprised by this statement, but it is true. 
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When you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour, you become conscripted 
into God’s army, (whether you realise it or not), it is the truth and Jesus Christ is 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

Romans 8:28 states: And we know that all things work together for good, to them 
that love God, to them _who are the called according to his [divine] 
purpose. 

We are ALL called, there are no exceptions. But many do not know what the 
divine plan and purpose is for their individual lives, hence they seem to live their 
Christian lives in a form of “spiritual limbo”, not knowing what they should do, 
where they should go, and to whom they should relate. 

Because of this situation, they cannot mature spiritually. This is confirmed in 
Hebrews 6:1-3, which states: Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let_ us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God; of the doctrine of 
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment. And this will we do, if God permit. 

This is Apostle Paul’s definition of “Spiritual boot camp”. 


Why would God not allow us to move on to perfection? 

Simple answer: we have not passed the tests that have been placed before 
us. 

If we look then at this scripture piece by piece, then maybe you will get the 
revelation and the reason why people are still in “spiritual limbo”. This scripture 
starts with the word: “Therefore”. 

As Bible students, we all know that when we see the word “therefore”, we must 
go back into the previous verses/chapters and see why the word is there - for. 
Refer Hebrews 5:10-14 

Called of God a high priest, after the order of Melchizidek. Of whom we have 
many things to say and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. For 


when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
AGAIN which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such 


as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one_that useth milk is 
unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth 
to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil. 

That is why the word is “there-for”. 

You have become dull of hearing 

When you ought to be teaching others, you need teaching yourselves. 

And to be taught ONCE AGAIN, the first principles of the oracles of God. 

You should be eating the “meat of the Word” but instead, you are still “spiritual 
babies” relying of being “spoon fed” and drinking milk only. 

That is why you cannot discern the difference between good and evil and keep 
going around the same mountain, over and over again. 

Paul, in his writing to the Hebrew Christians, identifies in these first three verses 
of Hebrews chapter 6, what he calls the “kindergarten classes” of Christianity. 
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Foundations of repentance from dead works 

Faith towards God 

The doctrine of baptism(s) (plural) — not one baptism, but more than one! 
The doctrine of “laying-on of hands”, (when, why, who can & how.) 

The resurrection of the dead 

Eternal Judgement 


Here Paul lists the six fundamental doctrines that all “kindergarten Christians” 
should know. 


A wise general once said these words: “An army can never go farther than its 
leader.” THE SAME APPLIES TO CHURCH CONGREGATIONS!!! 


ee ee ee 


That is why there are so many “baby Christians” in churches today. 


I have heard pastors say; “we are expecting miracles. We expect that we will see 
people raised from the dead”. 


That is impossible to achieve, if the leader has not been there and done that! 


You don’t believe me. Look at the Scriptures. It is confirmed in two or three 
places. 


Elisha was able to raise people from the dead, because Elijah did it before him. 


The early church Apostles, were able to raise people from the dead, because they 
Saw Jesus do it. 


There are people in South America, who cannot read or write, but they can raise 
people from the dead, because they have faith in God and they have seen it 
happen with their own eyes. 


If you have not seen it, or done it, how can you expect it to happen? 


In a similar manner, you cannot lead a congregation into the throne room in 
worship, if you have never entered there yourself! 


So what to do now? 
How do we move forward? 


How do we change our attitudes and our focus & concentrate on what God wants 
us to do — not what some church denomination says we should do. 


How do we know that what the church is saying is for you, right here and now - 
today, as you read this teaching? 


The only valid test is to get down on your knees before Jesus Christ and pray for 
the Holy Spirit to do the following: 


Reveal (confirm) to you the real Calling/Gifting upon your life. Remember God 
has given each person a gift, which is to be empowered and manifested by the 
Holy Spirit, for the benefit of the whole Body of Christ. 


Check that your direction lines up with the word of God. 
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Connect with spiritually mature people within the congregation and talk to them 
about what their vision is and how you can be part of it. 

This vision should also line up with the vision of your senior pastor for your 
church. 

If any of these things do not line up with the Word of God, then reject it, 
because you will already be on the wrong path. 

Why do I Say this? 

Apostle Paul was very clear in his statements: He said: If any man comes to 
you speaking another doctrine, which does not line up with the Word of 
God, reject it! 

He even goes further than that, to make sure that you really understand 
how important this is. He said: Even if an angel comes speaking another 
doctrine (which does not line up with the Word of God) then reject the 
angel, because THAT ANGEL has not come from God!!! 

So, we have identified/confirmed our calling; we have listened to the vision of 
the spiritually mature elders in the congregation; and reviewed the vision of the 
senior pastor; and of the church; and you now agree that all lines up with the 
word of God. 


What do you do next? 


When you are marching in the 100% submissive will of God, then God has to: 
Bless you 

Protect You 

Guide You 

Make sure the Word(s) you speak, does all that it was sent out to do; it shall not 
return void! 

Empower you with the Holy Spirit & manifest your gifts, to bring honour & glory 
to Jesus. 

Add to the church daily. 

However, there is a challenge here for all senior pastors. 


The answer without question should be “YES”, but how many pastors/churches 
can truthfully claim this statement? 


That is why the Body of Christ is crawling like a small child, instead of marching 
forward like a confident army, on “God’s business”, going about “doing good” and 
“healing all those who are afflicted by the evil one.” 

Now you notice I did not say, Talking about doing good, or healing the sick. I 
actually said DOING IT! Paul commanded us to be “DOERS OF THE WORD” not 


just “hearers and speakers only”. 
So the challenge of this teaching is this: 
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Which direction are you going? 

Are you confidently marching, or just crawling along? 

Are you really making an impact on the secular world, by being God’s agent in 
your city? 

Do people in your city know you are a Christian? [by your actions, not your 
words] [John 15:16.] 

If you have problem with any of these questions, then get into the Word, pray to 
the Holy Spirit for a revelation and become “an obedient servant” of the Lord, 
marching to the beat of the Holy Spirit drum, not the drum of this “secular”, 
satanic world. 


In the Old Testament, the Prophets received a message from God that He 
(Himself) would send a sign, that a virgin would give birth to a Son and call him 
Emmanuel, which means {God amongst us} This is found in Isaiah 7:14. 


God says what He means and means what He says. He sent Angel Gabriel, firstly 
to Zechariah to tell him that his wife Elizabeth (who was barren) would give birth 
to a son and he was to name him John. Zechariah did not believe the message 
from the angel and was struck dumb until the child was born. 


Angel Gabriel also visited Mary and told her that she would also bear a son and 
she was to call Him Jesus and He would be the Son of God, who would save 
mankind from their (individual sins). 


So, this Christmas, which drum are you marching to? The drum of God’s word or 
the drum of the society you live in??? One will bring you blessings, whilst the 
other one will bring you curses. 


God's way is always the best way! 


Despite what man thinks or does, God is still in control of this planet. He has his 
plans all mapped out from before time was invented, and He will still be in control 
well after time has been extinguished, and there is new heaven and a new earth. 


We have seen through the teachings of His prophets, that God Almighty laid out 
the foundation plans for his “selected nation” [Israel] to be an example for all 
other nations to follow. 


Through Moses, He made a covenant with the Nation of Israel that they would be 
His people, and He would be their God. 


When they were obedient to His plans for their nation, He poured His blessings 
upon them, and there was peace and prosperity in their nation. However, when 
they were disobedient to His plans for their nation, God was merciful and sent 
warnings to them through His prophets, to give them a chance to repent, and 
turn back to His plans. If they did, there was peace once again for the Nation of 
Israel. 


But if they refused to turn away from their wickedness, their rebellion against 
Him, He withdrew His blessings, and famine, disease, wars and even captivity, 
erupted against them. 
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This is the pattern that God Almighty has set out for each nation. Through Jesus 
Christ, itis also a pattern that God Almighty sets out for each person who commits 
their lives to God Almighty, through the saving blood of Jesus Christ. 


God has promised to guide us and teach us, through His Holy Word and through 
His Holy Spirit. God has made us into new creations, so that we can start afresh 
in His Son, without the “inherited baggage” of past generations, and of our past 
lifestyles. 


God has given each of us “a special gift” that each of us can do well, for the glory 
of His kingdom. This gift is for us to use for the Body of Christ, to glorify Jesus 
Christ, not to glorify our denomination, or to glorify ourselves. 


We are to use our individual gifts to strengthen the Body of Christ, so that the 
world will know that we are Christians by our love, firstly within the Body itself, 
and also in Satan’s domain, the world of unbelievers still outside of the Body of 
Jesus Christ. 


Next year, (if God permits) I will celebrate my 65‘ year on the mission field. It 
has been a long and sometimes difficult journey, but such an exciting journey 
and I have seen mighty changes happen to villages, towns and cities, even 
countries, as the Word of God has spread under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 


To give just one example: In 1959, the people in Singapore were less than 10% 
Christian. Now there are less than 10% of the people in Singapore who are NOT 
Christian. What a mighty change in a nation in 60 years! What a mighty change 
in their economic situation as well. Peace and prosperity, no wars, and no terrorist 
attacks. God is now clearly protecting that nation. 


This can happen to any nation, who proclaims at the national level, that Jesus 
Christ is sovereign in their nation. This requires the leadership in the Churches at 
the national level, to be actively promoting Christianity in the political arena, 
because Satan is definitely promoting his own agenda there, without any 
opposition from the churches, and because of this lack of opposition, he has 
successfully promoted legislation which is directly contradictory to God’s word to 
become the laws of the land. [Abortion, SSM, LGTBI, and “assisted deaths”] to 
name just a few. 
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od" s word preached by Rani & Jeff Casam 


These are just some of the 43 countries where 39 churches have been 
planted. We only planted churches in places where no church existed before 
we arrived there. 


When I came back to Australia in 1993, I saw the need for people to have a 
simple series of teachings, to get them interested in reading their bibles, to study 
their bibles, and to become engaged with Jesus Christ on a one-to-one level; to 
get to know Him as their “personal Saviour”, not some distant spiritual being, 
who lives in Heaven, but who came down to earth 2,000 years ago, just to prove 
that He existed. 


| 


Those people who have accepted Jesus, are commissioned into His service, into 
His army, to follow His example, to go out into the streets, the highways, the 
streets, and the lanes, to preach the good news and to bring people to 
Christ; so that the Person of the Holy Spirit can convict them of their sins, and 
that they can then be washed clean by the blood of Jesus Christ. 


So, over time, I prepared teaching messages, which became part of the Bible 
College teachings at Bethel Ministry Training College in Coffs Harbour, where we 
had an accredited Certificate III course in Practical Ministry and Theology, 
established in 1999 and implemented in 2000. 

Once that college was established, Rani and I moved to Toowoomba, where I 
continued to develop teaching courses and went to teach them in Western 
Australia at the Eagle Rock Indigenous Bible College, in Perth, in short-term, 
block sessions. 

In 2006, it was decided that the University of Southern Queensland [USQ] would 
develop a faculty of religious studies, but the Federal Government reduced their 
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University funding, so the University was forced to allocate what funding they 
had, to existing faculty courses. 

In 2007, Rani and I went to Kenya to do a 10-day Leadership seminar for Pastors 
and Elders. Over 250 pastors and elders attended the class sessions during the 
day and many others came for the evangelistic meetings at night. They had no 
church in the village where we were to have the seminar, so they built one out 
of corn stalks. There was no electric power, just one solar cell, which connected 
to a car battery, and it was enough power to run a small amplifier with 2 
microphones and speakers. The picture of this “corn stalk church” is now used on 
Facebook for another website. [Christians in Forgotten Nations]. 


https://www.facebook.com/1460921070675635/photos/10155489856001296 


Teaching in the corn-stalk | Night revival meeting, Ogembo, Kenya 
church in Ogembo, Kenya in | 2007 

2007, with some of my teaching 

books on the table 


Dedicating a set of twins in| Ordaining 6 married couples to be 
Ogembo, Kenya, 2007 pastors to their villages, where no 
pastors exists at present. 
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Elementary school - with only 
a temporary roof Rudimentary school in the Elimonya 
orphanage of 300 children, Ogembo, 


Another orphange school, | Rani, and Elijah and his wife & children, 
Kenya who built these huts and run this 300 
children orphanage 


Victory Life in Perth, which has a fully accredited Bible College in Perth, liked the 
idea of having an “eastern campus” in Toowoomba and it was planned to register 
and have accredited a Certificate IV course here at Victory Life in Toowoomba. 


In 2009, I wrote the course material for 10 subjects for this Certificate IV course 
and it was accredited by ACOM, to be taught in any RTO in Australia, under the 
newly created National Vocational Education Legislation, which standardised all 
trade and vocational education in Australia. 


It was scheduled to start in January 2010 and we had students registered to 
commence that course, but at the last minute, it did not happen. It was not 
part of the plan that God had for this course. That revelation came 6 years 
later! 

From 1986 onwards, I have been writing teaching books and by 2010 there were 
over 25 books published and available online for anyone who wanted to learn 
more about Jesus Christ. [www.facebook.com/cammbooks] 

The Holy Spirit gave me the revelation that as He had given me the wisdom to 
research and write these books, therefore I could not charge money for His 
knowledge given to me, so these books were made available free of charge, to 
download pdf copies of the books. Now there are 37 books available to anyone 
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who wants a copy, by requesting a copy on my email address at 
nimc@live.com.au. Some of these books have been featured by other 
International organisations. Triumphant One Christian Magazine featured 2 books 
in successive monthly editions of the Christian Magazine in October and 


November this year www.triumphanti.org/equipping-center, where I have been 


making monthly teaching contributions since August 2017. 


But the Bible College notes were still not getting used, so I prayed for 
the Holy Spirit to give me a template of how to use these notes for His 


glory. 


The churches in the city had joined together under Churchlink and co-ordinated 
the receipt and distribution of emergency counselling to victims who had lost 
loved ones, homes, and their personal belongings. 


Emergency food, clothing and other essentials for the hurting people were 
distributed and I personally delivered 119 tonnes of emergency food aid in my 
truck/trailer to towns from Laidley in the east, and to Blackall in the west, and to 
all the towns in between. 


Programs were even 


arranged so that other churches could send their trade’s people to the Darling 
Downs to rebuild houses that had been demolished, or badly water damaged in 
Grantham and Helidon. Businesses in the city joined in this program, by supplying 
materials at wholesale (or below wholesale) prices and everybody was happy to 
be part of the reconstruction process. 


When this crisis was over, I handed the complete accredited Training Course 
material to the Salvation Army corps officers here in Toowoomba corps in 2012 
so it could be used in Salvation Army districts/countries where there is a need for 
people to learn about Jesus but at present, there are no Salvation Army Training 
Centres established. It was forwarded to DHQ where it was sent to their Training 
Section for assessment, and that is the last I ever heard of it. 

But the Holy Spirit wanted this course to be established, so in 2015 I got a vision 
about how to start this course, so that people in any country could avail 
themselves of the subject material, free of charge. 

I was to set up CHRIST TO THE NATIONS BIBLE COLLEGE, [CTTNBC] an 
online Bible College, where people could request the course material, by sending 
me an email to nlmcs@live.com.au (or nlmcsOO@qmail.com) and I would forward 
them a list of subjects and a pdf copy of the first subject, if they wanted to 
proceed. 
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I built a website at www.facebook.com/cttnbc so that people could be made 
aware of this FREE course material. 


Some people said that they wanted the subject material for “private study”, but 
they did not want to do the assignments, was that ok? If people wanted to learn 
more about Jesus Christ it was fine with me! 


But then the Holy Spirit modified the template for those students who wanted to 
complete the course and get a Certificate IV in Practical Ministry and 
Theology, for recognition of their satisfactory completion of the course material. 


At the satisfactory completion of each full subject the student would receive a 
Certificate of Attainment for the subject completed. 


When the students completed their first subject: [CTTNBC-001: The Call 
of God] they were to select 12 people that would become their students and 
they would teach them what they had just learnt. This was to become the 
“practical part” of the course. 


Once they had done this task, they were to send them out to 12 different 
villages, where they in turn, would pray and each select 12 people in each village 
to teach and train what they had just been taught. 


This meant that one student doing the online course would now be responsible 
for interacting and teaching 156 people (the initial 12 he trained + the 144 that 
they were training in their respective villages. ) 


Now at the end of 2020, there are 954 students doing this course in 33 nations. 
This means that at the moment (2018), the word of God is going out and being 
taught to 954 x 156 people = 148.824 people in 39 nations. When these 954 
Students complete the course, they will be eligible to receive this Certificate IV, 
which is the minimum qualification required in Australia to be registered as a 
pastor. 


Some of the pastors in India, Kenya and Uganda already have churches but do 
not have the education, or the religious training they know they need, to move 
their churches forward in spiritual maturity. They are using these teaching 
modules to teach their whole congregations a more in-depth knowledge of the 
scriptures, to encourage them to learn to search the scripture for themselves and 
to grow into more mature Christians. (Which we are all commanded to do). 


Nearly 4 years ago, a group of musicians and singers from 14 different churches 
in the city got special permission for the Toowoomba Regional Council to go out 
into the streets to sing and pray for the people. Since then, we have been out on 
the streets every Friday and Saturday nights in Margaret Street (with exception 
of 3 weeks over the Christmas/New Year break) singing worship songs, praying 
for people, and leading them to Jesus Christ. 
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Street Team Witnessing to people on the street 


We have also been invited to sing in the Wilsonton Shopping Centre, Whyalla 
Plaza Shopping Centre, and out in the streets in Pittsworth. 


God has been faithful and we have seen souls saved on average of more than 
one soul saved per week. This is great news for the city and more than 300 new 
believers are the result of this ministry called the ALL SAINTS (because we come 
from ALL CHURCHES). 


We have sent these new believers to churches which have well established 
discipleship classes in place. Sadly, none could be sent to the Salvation Army, 
because at present they do not have a well-established discipleship classes in 
place. 

Every Tuesday evening, we come together at the Toowoomba House of Prayer 
[https://www.facebook.com/ToowoombaHouseofPrayer] for praise & worship, 
and to pray for the ministry people who go out onto the streets at the weekends, 
and for the new believers who have been referred to churches to commence 
discipleship classes. 

So, we are eagerly looking forward to what Jesus and the Holy Spirit have in store 
for us in 2021. Little did we know that COVID -19 was just around the corner, 
and what devastating effects it would have on the whole world. 
But rest assured GOD is still in control and GOD is still on His throne. 
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